Re_sident angry about Edison

8y Junnc Maliszawaki
staft writer

When Mary Judge came home
from work and teok one look at how
her.S0-year-old trees were trimmed,
she was aghast, .

“It was such a shock,” Judge sald,
as she polnted to several trees In her
front yard that were Irimmed by De-
troit Edison crews to make way for
the electrica) lines.

“I wasn’t hystertcal. I just sald, 'l
want you to leave,’ " Judge sald to
the three Detroit Edison men, whom
she found trimming her trees.

Judge belicves the trees were
trimmed poorly. And one, she hopes,
won't die. “1 told them (Edison crew}
1 was disiressed. One of the trees
was badly cut,” she said,

But Judge is also bothered be-
cause she says she wasn't notifled In
advance that the crew would be
there to trim the (rees to make way
for the electrical wires. "This is the

first time this has happened when no .

one is home."” Judge said.

Judge said she wanted (o be notl-
ficd so she could have someone on
hand who knows something about
trees to ensure that the trimming
would not damage her targe trees In
front of her house, which are in the
120-feet utility casement,

“We make an attempt to.do that
— . notify homeowners. If we're in
the area, we go ahead of time, leav-
ing motices. 1f no one is home, we
can't afford to make a trip back,”

sald Detroit Edison spokesman Ben
Tallerleo.

DALE COUNTEGAN, Farmlngton

Hills communlty development and .

planning director, sald the city has
reccived several complaints already
from resldents concerned about De-
troit Edlson's tree trimming.

‘Tallerico sald crews attempt to be
careful when. trimming trees. The
trees, which are in the utility right-
of-way, must be trimmed to main-
tain and improve elrcultey.

“The majorily of oulages in Qak-
land County are caused by trees,”
Tallerico sald, "We are working
hard lolmprave the circuitry in Oak-
land County."

Despite complaints from resldents
who say the trimming s often hap-
hazard and leaves the trees unsight-
1y, Tallerico says there's rhyme and
reason why trees are trimmed the
way theyare.

“It’s in the cye of the behalder, We
have standards for how we cul the
trees in our easements,” he said. "1t
we kill a tree we will make cvery
effort to please the customer. We go
Inand try to do the best we can do.”

Judge said a Detroit Edison repre-
sentative has been trying to contact
here. Judge wants a replacement for
the tree she feels is badly trimmed
= if It dies. But she says she just
wishes the trimming had been done
properly to begin with.

"1 can see where they may want to
move two or three branches. But I'm
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concerned about the tree dying. 1
wen't be alive in 50 years jo sce a

new one grow,” Judge said.
Counlegan sald that despite the

This is_one ol the trees in
Mary Judge's front yard on
Orchard Lake Road, Farming-
ton Hills, that she stopped
Dectroil Edison crews from
Irimming.

When Mary Judge of Farm-
inglon Hills relurned home
alter work she found that De-
troit Edison had trimmed
some of the 50-ycar-old trees,
such as this one, in her front
yard.
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tree-tri

need to trim trees — and removing
trees in some cases ~ Detroit Edl- -
son must follow the city's tree ordl-’,
nance, just as residents are required.

IN ANY given lot, whtch includes
the utility

mming

has not signed a tree replacement
agreement with Detroit Edison. The
agreement calls for allowing Edison
to remove certdin trees — that Tal-
lerico described as trash trees - in
the casements and replace them

or Detroit Edison is allawcd 0 re-
move two trees a year. Edison is ex-
pected 10 get homeowners’ permis-
sion to remove irees. It Edison or a
resident wishes: to remove a third
iree, a permit from the city is re-
quired

“We will side with the resldents.
We think it is reasonable for Edison
to clear the lines, but not totally re-
move trees. We see the value of what
they mean to the residents,” Coun-
tegan said.

Tallerico s:nid he is disappointed
the Farmington Hills City Council
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The city corncit wanted Edison to
make personal contacl with home
owners before temoving trees and
have homeowners sign for the re
moval "That's what Edison said
they can't 'do.” Cauntegan said. ~1
think the ety council put cunditions
on it and 1 don‘t know whetter Fdi
son can comply with them ™

Countegan suggests thit anyons
who 15 concerncd abott  Edisen
crews ‘trimming trees should call
Edisun “so they can get's meeting o
site 1o discuss how Lo cut the trees ™
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