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Falcons, Mercy still among top teams

.By Dan O'Meara
and Ray Setlock
staff writers

Flrmlnglon and Farmington Hills
Mercy had two .of the best girla
soccer leams In (he state Jast year,

and that could be the case agaln thls-

ear,

. Y Bath teams return enough vetefan

players to possibly-rank among the
top leams in Observerland at least.

Farmington has 10 holdovers from
a team that was ranked No. 1 in the
state, won the Western Lakes Activi-
tles Assoclation title and was 13-2-1,
‘The Faclons were upset by Mercy In
the dlstrict final.

‘The Marllns have 11 players back
‘after reachlng the Class A semifinals
and finishing 13-2-4, Mercy was the
runner-up in the Catholle League but

. avenged that defeat by beating Bir-
mingham Marian In the reglonal fi-
nal. .

FARM. MERCY

The Marlins have one of the most

experienced and talented front lines
in (he arez with senlor Dana
Lehmbkyhl, junior Tanla Macioce and
senlor Kathryn Dudley at un-~ for-
wards.
“Dana (second-team all-area) bas
a wicked shot that I'd heard about
“ﬂ have scen, un& we're de“ll:lnnely
xu g to get her the opportunity to
" first-year coach Deepak
Shlvmmnn eafd. He replaces H

eory
. Klimes, who resigned at the end of

last year.

“The thing I'm mast happy with 1s
they've accepted the new system
where they have to wait for the ball
a little bit. They're golng to be ahar-
ing the ball with the halfbacks and,
in the case of trouble, turning around
‘to use the support from teammates
and run into a better apace.”

Mercy boasts an outstandlng goal-

Kim Popyk begina her third year as a -luung tullback on lho
Farmington soccer tnnm. Shg is also a tri-captain.

Observer photo

" keeper in_ senfor Renee Larabell,

who was the first-team, all-area
player at her position last year, She
made 180 saves, tecorded seven

. shutouts and had a 1.24 goals-ag

average.
““After looking at her In a couple
of scrimmages, she deflnitely has
the #kills and the vision,” Shivraman
sald. “She's very malure on the

feld.”
The Marlins will bave an experi
cnced defensc in front. of Larabell,

Junlor Shannon Glbbons, senior
Ann Duwel and sophomore Beth
Zlobro elther started or had plenty
of playing time at the fullbacks, and
senior Colleen O'Connor returns to
play stopper. Shivraman has been
Impressed by the play of freshman *
Theresa Clsco, also.

“They- deflnltely bave the skill,"”
Shivraman sald, “but one thing I've
noticed — and we're trylng to cor-
rect — Is they clear the ball right
away Instead of controlllng it and
trylng to make a play, We're trying
to get them more involved in the
game instead ‘of just recelving the
bhll nnd klcklna it down ficld." -

rey is less experienced In the
mldﬁald but the Marl!ns will bulld
around. sophomore Carrie Dzladosz,

-a returning starter at center. half-

back. .
"She is very solld In the middle
and very skillied,” Shivraman sald.
“I'tni expeeting a lot out of her.”
Shivraman will rotate players at
the wings while he observes a while

* longer and decldes on a regular line-

up.

Senior returnce Courtenay Lyons
will alternate . with freshmen
Meghan Leadbejter and Anlta Wi,
helm at right balfback, and senlor
returnpe Laurio Chapp will battle
Junlor Leslie Santlago and sealor
Gina DeAgostino for the left-slde po-
sitlon. Freshman Flannery Campbell
wlll play in thé midfteld, too.

“I'm concerned about. that aréa,”
Shivraman said. “Carrie Dzladosz is
the strongest player in the midfield: L.
With the others, Lhe experience i3 nol
there, but the attitude and skills are,
1f we can work with them and season -
them, 1 think they will rise to the oc-
caslon and play well.” .

‘Whlle the Marllns have the poten- .

tial for 2 fine season, Shivraman
Isn't concerned about anything but
the first game, which takes place
Tuesday, Aprlt 9, at Livonla Lady-
wood. '

“it's lmporum; they.get no pres.

- sure at this time, like they have todo - -

this or finlsh here,” he said, “It's a
long way tothe playoffs. We're look- »
Ing to each game and finishing each
one successfully.

“(The players) are cager about
this season, We have to fortify the
mlidiicld ‘and make that a little

, sake,”

Carrie Dzladou celebrates after scoring a goal
during a shootout in the regional final with Blr-

mingham Marion last year, Dzladosz is a soph-

stronger. Other than that, we're

ready togo.”
FAanNGTON

Thc Falconslost orily four players

to graduation, but all of them were .

vital to Farmington's success.

Carrie Maier, Amy Trunk and
Margaret Martln continued thelr
playing days fall at Wisconsin, Mass-

achusetis “and” Michigan State, re-

spectively., Jody Perris was- the
fourth player.

"We can't {ill thelr shoes, but we
definitely can groom new people to
do what they did for the team's

Kansman sald, “They were great

Smith earns repeat honor

1990-91 ALL-AREA -
BOYS BASKETBALL TEAM

* FIRST TEAM
Jade flaker . Py Salem
K C Kebpateck Piy. Salem
Andy Sruth Faum Marmson
Randy Calcatoern L. Churcha
Bobby Kummer Rodford CC
Detrch McDonakd Pty. Canton
Danny Perttuta Rey Thorsion
SECOND TEAM
Bk Majock Hediod Unuon
Cnaa varga Realord CC .
Jusin MeEwen Red Thurston
Kevin fser Behop Borgeza
Gieq Hantman Ve yre Mermaorial
Matl Grodsichs tw Stevenson
Krdh Robects . A Frankbn
THIAD TEAM

Crws Hatxtz Luth Wostlang
Sieve Gatagher Farmungton
Rex Barnes. Wayne Memornat
Paul Gaayas Farm Manbon
Dan Gibbony, Liv Stevenyon
ReShawn Sumier I¥shop Borpess.
Mrtoa arwdmh Huron Vabey
' CO-COACHES OF YEAR

1Dave VanWagoner . Py, Canton
Maa Schuells Red Thuston

HONORABLE MENTION

Piymouth Sslem: John Hoftmeyer, Catt
Loo, Mae Mukser, Pymouth Canton: Tony
Conhah, M+ Slalford, Kavin Hoimen, Drett
185wen, Radlord Calhotic Cantral: Jo Bass
bara, Redtord Thurston: Jess a,
Rlab " Delyon. Jamal Meide, Livonia
Churchit; WMka Thomar, Scolt Bowser,
Wayne Memorisl: Los Wilamy. Lhvonis
Stevenson: P Woods, Cokn Stockton,
Farmingion Mastison: Andy Fun-hlck
Uvonia Frankin: Sieve
Blshop Gorpess: Lamar We Nmn
Farmington: DA Chwath. en it
Wallod Lake Wontern: Jort Kully, Watted
Lakn Contral: Jou Shaspe; Wastland John
Glenn: Qlamal Ahmed. Ken Tayior; Redlord
Unlon: Chen Muts, Dacden City: Nick Mu-
ta'rs; Livonla Clarencevitle: Koncrick Harr-
+ ington, Frank Ancal. Plymoutn Chesatian:

Manesb Nandaci, Keith McCants, Lutheran
+ Westiand: David Grelow

By Brad Emons
and Dan O'tAeara
stalt writors

UTTING TOGETHER the
ldeal All-Area boys basket-
bali team?

This year's crop olfers a -

little bit of everything — 2 shot-
blocklng and rebounding plvotman;
power forward; swingman; blg point-

guard; small playmaker; small
shooting forward and shooting
guard.

They may not be quite ready for
the 1992 Olymples, but In thélr own
right, this group wllt produce some

fine small college, junlor college, DI-'

vislon II, Divislon
players.
Not to be outdone are the coaches.

The Observer sports staff would
Illu: to salute two coaches.

Plymouth Canton's Dave Van
Wagoner and Redford Thurston's
Mike Schuette share the Ceach of the
Year honors.

Van_Wagoner.back In hls second
stint ‘as Canton coach, led the Chicfs
to the Class A reglonal final at
Wyandotte bclore loslng “to Belle-
ville.

1and Dilelnn 1

Canton {inlahed 16-9 alter posling

three tough district vietores, includ-
ing a stunning 68-65 triumph in the
final over state-ranked .nelghbor
Plymouth Salem.

VAN WAGONER, a mnative of
Plymouth aod Central Michigan

graduate, teaches physical education

at Canton.

The 1983-84 Observerland Coach -

of the Year, Van Wagoner sports a
six-year varsity mark of 70-51. .

The future also looks bright as
several of Canton'a lap players re-
turn next sezson.

¢ -

all-area boys basketball

Schuctte, meanwhlle, led Thurstan
10 a 16-5 overall record and its fir~2-
Tri-Rlver League crown since 1982-
81,

The Eagles, despite a small cast
with no player over 6-fect-2, battled
eventualSiate Class B champiofl De-
troit Country Day evenly through
three quarters before losing in their
district opener.

“This team had a lot of heart, a lot
of togetherness,” said Schuette, who
has Jed Thurston to four stralght 15
plus wln scasons. “From the first to
the \13th player, there-was a lot of
camaraderle. They all had the same
goal — to win.”

Schuette, a math 1eacher at Mar-
shall Junlor High (Wayne-Westiand
Schools), also coaches the Thurston
girls team, which won a district title
Tast fall.

Here is a closer look at the All-
Area squad: -

FIRST TEAM

Jake Baker, Plymouth Salem: Tho
6;1001-5 senior was possibty the most ver-
]mhlo playor 1 the area. Mo couid play
'€10%0 (0 tha basket, but ho als0 shot the
threo and could help get the ball up coun
nQAINSt A pross.

Bakor, wha made the all-aroa team Lor
1he socond yonr In a tow. avoraged 17
points, 10 rebounds, four assisis and twa
blocks Ha made 55 percent of his threo-
point attompts {36-0-66). and he shol
48 porcent trom Ihe floor overall (B1-
160). Ho madoe 75 percent of his froo
throws (83-110) ., .

complote,  well-rounded
talpiayer,” coach Bob Drodw taxd “Ho

-

has 1he abilty to play side Bnd outsde
He does anyltung you ask of him, ond
Ne's 0 winngr, which 1s very important in a
program **
1n tha theo years Bakor slarted on the
arsly, Sakem was 52-9. The Rocks slso
0N Two Wostern Lakeos Activiles Associ-
alon tigs, a distict and ono regional.
aket. who signed oarly with Genlral
Mictugan, wil be tomembered ns one of
the tinest players in Salom history. Ho 1t
the -af-time leader m rebounds with 726
nnd secpnd i scoring with 1,122 points.
Jim Elinghausen had 720 rebounds and
1.312 pownls duting his career. 1973-76.
“'He's the kind of kid you'll never for-
gel.”* Biodee said. "His work othic might
put him into some playing ime (noxt yoor
a1 CMU} . 1t depends on Central's noeds,
but with his work othic | think ho can con-

- Inbute in a cotiege program.™

K.C. Kirkpatrick, Plymouth Sa-
lom: Tho 6-6 sonior post playor compio-
mented Baker ang was another reason
the Rocks were No. 11 fhe aren most of
the season and 4 1-6 the last two yoars.

Kirhpatrick's forte was fiying 10 1he bas-
kel for a last-broak tayup o¢ scoring oft
1bo rebound. He averaged 13 points, 10
tobounds and twa nasists. Ho shot 57
percenl from tho hoid (87-169) and G4
percent a1 1be bno {67-105).

Wayno Stale has offored Kukpatrick a
stholarship, nceording 10 Brodw, and Ak
bion, Grang Valioy nng Wostern Michigan
150 aro intorosted.

“Hé's a smooth baliplayer,” Drodw
said “He makea everything look 80 otort-

55

foor. When you've got an insice p!ayu
who funs the flcor as well as ba doos, be'
tough 10 guard He also did welt quam:ng
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Farmington coach Cathy . tal

*Ha helped us with his ability to run the «

role models for alt the returning and
new plhyers. The kids who are re-

- turning know -what is expected of

them to keep the program allve.” -
Senlor Monika Kurzer started at
forward last year atongside Trunk
and was named the most improved
player. She scored 12 goals and had
seven assists and will mare than
likely start again, but Kansman s

still_experimenting with dlifferent

llncups

Senior returnee Elleen Momblan-
co, sophomore Jill McCluskey and
freshmen Maggle Frump and Jessl-
ca Vitler arc the other forwards. The
chnllungc is for the Fn‘l‘con: to main-

% !
DAN DEAN/3talt phot0Grapher

- omore and returning starter at haitback. Mercy
was a state semifinalist & year ago,

“Other teams might think that
(will decrease} because of the pro-
duction we had in the past from
those talented indivld\uls Ct Kanps- .
man said. “We're golng to try our -
best to score goals and take every
oppartunity Lo make that happen.”

Farmington's strepgth is its de-
fense where junlors Kim Popyk and
Julie Dugan return. The Falcons
bave to replace. Perris. at fullback
and possibly juntor Sue Glbson if she *
stays at mldfield.

Popyk, a - tri-captain along wlith
Dugan and Gibson, wlll play fullback
again so Farmington can utlllze her
talent in marklng the. opponent's

5 thelr offensl y with.
out Trunk and Maler.

Andy Smith
Harrison

K.C.Xi Randy C

Bobby Kummer
Redford CC
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« ke Baker
S.tlen

Derrick McDona Id

Salem

Y.
Churchlll

Canton -

* Danny Perttula
uraton .

Dave Van Wagoner
Co-coach of year
~

Mike Schuette -
Co-coach of year



