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Area trees;

By CIO.Cy Hann
staff writer

Ington was cozy, secluded by a natural wall of
40-foot blue spruce trees which had comple-
mented the house for some 30 years.

That wall came tumbling down last week
during storms which carried 75 mph winds
through Southeast Michigan, knocking out
power \n some 450,000 bomu. Including. the

Dyryer"
“1 thlnk it might have been some’kinds of

Jjust a wind storm.”
Dwyer speculated a small twister could
have struck ncarby .

Meadowlark where a
large tree fell across pa d, moved
northeast to the Dwyer's ard on Lark-
spur where two trees were d0%ned and anoth-

er three uprooted, and then north to a-neigh-
" bor's housc wherg the roof was damaged,
To the cast on Meadowlark, another resl-
»dent had already cut up a downed tree In the
{ront yard Friday morning,

OF THE DWYER'S nine trees, five are
gone and the couple says they will llkely have
to remove the others from their sauthside
home. They contlnue to battle wlth their ln-
surance carrier for reimbursement, which
“had not been approved as of Friday.

Marle Dwyer was watchling the storm out a
back window at about 9:30 p.m. Wednesday
‘when she saw one tree come toppling down on
top of her danghters' swingset.

“It just came down real softly — just float-
ed down," she sald. The family of four retired
to the basement for the next hour untll the
winds dled down.

for sale three weeks ago with the intention of
bullding a new onc. “We were advertising o
nice, private back yard,” Tim Dwyer sald.
“Now It wil] be an open one.”

JMcanwhile, they are lucky to have a built-in

them warm unul Detrolt Edison restores

Tim and Maric Dwyer's back yard in Farm-

small twister,” said Tim Dwyer, “It wasn't

Tronically, the Dwy'crs put their home np R

gu space heater in thetr famlly room to keep

" The Dwyer family of Farmington poses ‘on what's left of the kids' swingset in the back yard. Several of the 40-foot spruce trees Iining the family’s back yard on Larkspur were ruined In
last week's storm, which carrled 75 mph winds. Plclumd are dad Tim, daughters Teresa and Mlcﬁalle and mom Marie.

Blown in the wind
wires come tumbllng down durlng,storms

power, Only able to reach an Edison record-
Ing, Marie sald she was told power could be
restored by Friday, but “secluded pockets™ of
customers may have to walt untll Monday,
The family is eallng out, or bringing carryout
food home, where everything from the elec-
trle stove to the telephone answering machlne
and doorbel! are out of commisslon.

THE STORM affected olhcn in the Farm-
Ington area as well.

S;zzcms ‘at GIl'and Flanders elementary

Falrview Early Chlldhood Center,
Power and Warner mlddle schools and Farm-
Ington Communlty School all got the day off
Thursday, due to power outages, sald Don
Cowan, dlrector of building and student ser-
vices tur the dlstrict. Elementary bulldings
only had ahalf-day of school scheduled for
teacher/parent conferences and schools.
closed down Friday for spring break,

In the city of Farmlngton, several Iallcn
trees and arcing wires were repo to po-
lice, including various problems on Freedom
Road, Farmington Road, Orchard Lake Road,
and on Liberty, where a tree fell on a car,

In Farmington Hills, wires were reported
down, and trees uprooted throughout the area,
Incleding a large one which closed Drake
Road between 13 and 14 Mile.

Between the hours of B:51 p.m. Wednesday
and untll early Friday morning, fire omcmu
had logged 41 tases of duwnrd or arcing
wires, two traffic hazards, tsro alarm prob-

. lems, one tree on a house and one tree flre dpe
to the storm.

Deputy fire .Chief Peter Baldwin sald hls
department was still hnndling downed wire
problems Friday.

“The damage was not as great as [ anticl-
pated wlth those winds,” said publlc works dl-
rector Ban Rooney. “Our crews worked well
past midnight with the fire department.”

Rooney sald his crews planned (a handle
most tree problems by Friday., -

One ol the downed trees in the Dwyer's back yard in

Sm/f writer Joanne Mali i con-

tributed to this story

Far fell on the family's shed. The storm de-
stroyed five of the nine so-ycar old blue spruce trees.
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Tim Dwyer said
down as well,

. Hankins takes the ‘garbage out at

Nancy
East Middlo School
Wednesday night, getling drenched due.to the storm wh!ch
hit the area about 9 p.m.

Altfee resu on electrical wires Thursday across Drake Road near 13 Mile,

Hills rgad for safety reasons.

R _ SHARON LeM(EUX/statt Dhmouuw.
plompllng “officiala !u close the Farmington




