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STREET SENSE' = -

Father s hard line with daughter was best deC|S|on

Barbara,

1 recelved this letut‘!mm-m]
stepdaughter. this week, It Iy yuch &
Lopehl example of bow a youngster

can change that'I
wlth ¥you and your readers. The cir-
cumstances of thit letter are xo0 a5
follows:

% My stepdasghter bas lived with
ber father and me for seven years,
She .was not able to achicve ade-
quately tn school and way unsuccess-
ful ln other arcas of ber life as well.
Her tendency was (0 blame her par<
eats and sometimes me for this fall-
‘mre. )

« ' As happens 30 aften in divorces,

. both her parents, my husband and

his ex-wife, were willing to concur
that it was the other parent’s fault.
‘Thls made it possible for' “chy" to
absolve herself of any blame, .

Nancy started college this year
und, as before, adjusted poorly so-
cially and academically, As usual,
she made a flrm case for why this
_was the fault of the college, not her
own. She thought she would go to the
East Coast to stay with her mother

want to share It

and ﬂnd a eollege more sulted to her

l-‘lmlly. ‘this time, roy. husband
took & very qulet, resolved and firm
hard line wl& her (something he re-
ally has never done before). I can't
really get into all of the detalls, but
it she ran away, there would be a
serlous cut in allowance, a clear
statement that there would be no
more funds for away [rom home col-
Iege (in-state or out-of-state) and oo

. access to other funds of hers over

which he bas physical (although not
legal) control.

Her [nitlal reaction was shock abd
disbelief, and for the first time, my
hushand remalned calm, did oot ar-
gue with her and quletly made it
clear that “thls is the way it is —
take it or leave it.”

Within a balf hour, he received a

telephone call from her in which the,

tone of volce and attitude was differ-
ent than he bas ever heard. The en-
closed letter followed, Dr. “Smith” is
her mmpm and supported his hard

lae stand
Chris

* Hit This is your daughter writ-
ing. I have been thinking and
changing dramatically- in. the
past month. I feel very tonfident
that I have finally reached the
point in which' changing is a
must! Thinking about both of you,
I vealized That during some part
of your l{fe a similar experience
must have occurred.

My experience has been
triggered by feelings of despair
and low self-concept; an isolated
feeling where the only option is
change. Not only is this. experi-
ence frightening, but from a cer-
tain perspective exciting. I have
chosen to concentrate on the exc
ting part which has allowed me to

_:ide when I th

cational

and continuing my goal to be.
come an adequate individual.

I cannot help but feel rick in.
ink about the nu-
merous times when either one of
you. or Dr. “Smith" has tried (o
help- me and 1 responded nega-
tively. This behavior will not oc+
cur anymore. I would appreciate
it {f both of you would make me
aware of when [ am arguing and
being irrational. I know it {s quite
hard to do this with me, but please
make an effort. Lately, I've suc-
ceeded in ways that my prior at-
titude would not have allowed me.

Participating in class and tak-
ing risks in social as well as edu-
circumstances have

my self-confi-

been

goals that friph: d
behavior would not.

In the first week of changing,
Jright ran my life. My initial re-
action was to run {0 Mommy.
When I finally realized what I”
was doing, I cancelled my trip
and straiphtened my priorities.
My priorities during break {n-
volve seeing Dr. "Smith,” working

- dence and motivation. I am now

able to really appreciate the help
that everyone has tried to give
me and hope to God that it will
continue. Undoubtedly, giving
such help can get quite boring

i 1when it seems like the only thing

being talked to is a wall.
Please believe me that [ am

deeplv sorry for ucunn in such a
selfish manner. The reality of the-
situation {is that most people
would give anything for the help
and advice that I receive, Thank
you for your patience and every-
thing else. I want to work with
you instead of working against
wou!
Dear'Chris,

‘Thank you for sharing this wllh alt
of us. As & theraplat I often see that,
at-times, parents must risk losing
their child, If they are going to help
him or her grow. I often sce this re-
sult, that the ehild will not go any
further than he or she is allowed.

Sometimes we all must feel paln °

to change. Your stepdaughter would

have continued to blame others so as *

not to face her own Inadequacy until
some consequences became so
strong that she could oo longer lie
about it.

Your hushand has done her a great
service by confronting it now, Had
he not risked it, she would have inev-

itably found out In a bad marriage or |

by belng flred from a job.

Barbara Schitf -
Barbara

If you have a quu(um or com-
ment for Barbara - Schiff, o
trained: therapist and experi-
enced counselor, send it to Street
Sense, 36251 Schoolerafl, Livotia
48150. .

'Paul Newman and wife Jounnn

d star with g

STREET SEEN
Denise Susan

- Contlnued from Page 2

Welsh In.*Mr. and Mra Bndge," now playing at the Maple The-

SCREEN SCENE .

GRADING THE MOVIES

Conlinued trom Pago 2

“He Sald, She Sald” (B, PG, 110
minutes).

Elurtalnlng story aboul squab- -

bling TV team (Ellzabeth Perkins
and Kevin Bacon) with confusing
struclure dclrﬂctlng from viewlng
experien

“Home Monn" (B-, PG, 100 min-

Jutes),

Engaglng comedy about young

’bay (Macaulay Cull:ln) teit at home

by accident.
“If Looks Could RilI" (C+, PG-

13).
High school student flunks French.
but winds up living the llfe of James

Bond. .

“Klindergarten Cop” (B-, PG-13,
105 minutes). -

Schwarzenegger Is macho and the
kids are cute but the plot isn’t.

“King Ralph” (B, PG-13, 95 min-
utes). ol .
Negas lounge planlst (John Good-
man} is in llne for Britlsh throne'in
delightful comedy.

“L.A. Story” (B-, PG-13, 95 min-
utes).

Steve Martin's love life is eclipsed

}——by rare view of Los Angeles. «

“The Long Walk Home" (A-, PG,
$5 minutes). |

- Excellent performances by Sissy
Spacek and Whoopl Goldberg per-.
sonallze the 1955 Montgomery, Ala.,

. bus boycott,

“Mr. and Mrs. Bridge” (A~ PG-13,

127 minutes).

Finely textured portrait of the
Bridges (Paul Newman and Joanne
Woodward) as their marriage
evolves during the '30s and '40s.

“The Neverending Story IT - ‘I'ue'
Next Chapter” (%, PG). .

Bastian Bax i3 back In anuln

“New Jack City” (B-, R).

Fairly well done, laner~clly dmg‘

gang and undercover m?a
: “The Perfect Weapon™ (*, R)
More Karate adventure stulf,
“Shipwrecked” (B-+, PG, 90 min-

utes).

Old-fashloncd adventure story as
young boy goes to sea to earn money
and save famlly farm, ~

“The Sitence of the Lambs” (C-, R,
115 minutes): .

Disgusting flim about FBI cadet
(Jodl Foster) confronting cannibalis-
tlc psychiatrist and serial killer. De-

spité technical accomplishment, this .

Him (s only for those who take ghoul-
ish delight tn the suffering of others.

“Sleeping With the Enemy" (C+,
R, 95 minutes).

Julia Roberts’ excellent perform-
ance as battered wife who takes
matters Into her own hands can't
overcome weak scenario about psy-
chotle hubble. | N

“Teenage Mnu'uﬂ Nin]u Tartles IL:
The Sceret of the Ooze” (PG, 63 min-
utes).

Lots of actlon but lit!le violence as
everybody’s favorite turtles do it
agatn,

h(
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Our fnl\;zdpld S!rut Scene ﬂ.'poncr is ulwaw looking for the

Ezt 21 I

All about me

Reading is fun when the story Is

educational
about your child,

The latest personalized book,
‘“The Sports Book,” s for boys and
girls 7 to 12 years old. The book
focuses’ on teamwork, winning and
Tosing, friendship and good lporb-
manship.

QOther personalized books avail-
able are “Baby’s’ Create-A-Book,”
“My Dinosaur Advesature,” “The
Blg P,ande. "My Birthday

urprise,” “My Flshing Adven-
tur: " “My School Fun Book," “My
Spnc;' lA.:\:l_:ntun" and “My Chrlsl-

mas
‘The dedication page displays the
child’s name and who the book ls

about you. Create-A-Books are .
read over and over because |t is an-
story personalized

Sfrom readers

and entreprencurs. Send those la t)ns column in care of this
newspaper, 36251 Schooleraft, Livonia 48150, or call 591-2300,

brought us A Room With a Vie

“The Fletd" (ircland —
Richard Harris plays “The Bull”
McCabe, a proud Irishman who
won't give up the fertile Iand he has
brought to life. Directed by Jim
Sheridan {“My Left Foot"} and also
starring John Hurt apd Sean Bean.

MICHIGAN THEATRE, 16301 E.
Liberty, Ann .Arbar. Call 669-8397
for information.” ($4.50, $3.50 stu-
dents and senlor cltizens)

“Muhslan Bay” (Turkey — 1988), 7
pm. April 1. An old muslc teacher
wants his pupil to study the classles,
but the young man has other ideas in
this popular Turkish comedy.

“Rocky and Bullwinkle" 9:40 p.m.
April 1. A salute to the Innovatlve
‘60s TV cartoon show, with bits by

Boris and Natasha, Peabody and

Sherman. Dudley Do-Right; - and
those Fractured Falry Tales.
“The Passlon of Anna" {Sweden —

l959) 7 p.m. Aprll 2 3. Max Von Sy-
Ve alone on @
:y:nscly popnlnlcd islnnd In this typ-
Ically stark drama by Igmar Berg-

man. .

"Pcking Opera Blues” (Hong Kong
— 1886), 9 p.m. April 2-3. A trio of
powerful women team to overthrow
a turn-of-the-century, warlord i this
actlon-packed potboller from Honz
Kong

REDFORD THEATRE, 17360
Lahser, Detroit. Call 537-2560 for in-
formatlon. ($2.50)

“Singin’ In the Raln” (USA — .
.1952), 8 p.m. April 5.6 (organ over-
ture at 7:30 p.m.). The ever-popular
MGM musical, directed by Gene
Kelly and Stanley Donen, about the
early days of talking pletures. Kelly
teams with Donald O'Connor and
Debbie Reynolds for such classics as
“Good 'Mornlng” and “Make ‘em
Laugh."

— John Monaghan

‘ALTERNATIVE VIEWING

{from. Names of friends and family
are also mentloned mroushou( the
book. Priced at $14.95. From Ml
chele’s Creations, P.0. Box 9292,
Livonla 4!150 Call 525-0075.

Royal

‘brush off

What you apply your makeup
with 1s almost as Important as the
makeup itself. Margot's Euro Face
and Body Studlo in Blmingham
presents a brush that will rever
wear out.

This black laguered design Is
seven inches tall and three inches
in diameter and stands upright by
flself. Promises to glve your face a
fresh and even toned appearance.
It retalls-for §45 at Margot's, 280
N. Woodward, Brimlngham. Call
642-3770.

Continbed romPago2
bulls — the pig-tike features and
iron jaws that have made owning
one lllegal in many paris of the Unit-
ed States. The thoughts that flow
through the dog’s mind are instinc-
tlve, primal and extremely honest.
Baxter loves tUme in the garden,

“ pawing up dirt to uncover the freshly

rotted things that lay just beneath.
For his favorile owner, the attrac.
tive young newlywed, he brings
freshly killed rodents to the “door-
step. Baxter's “certain destres™ for
the barefoot woman provide some of
the {lim's more unsettling moments.

As an existential hero, Baxter i3
something " very unusual. At one
point, you expect hls deep, troubled
voice to come out with a “Hamlet”
like “To obey or not to obey.. That Is
the question.”

THOUGH MIGHTY surrea), this
first flim from director Jerome Bol-
vin (based on the novel “Hell
Hound.”) successfully grounds the

« actlon In the cveryday. There are
tricky shots — wide-angled closc-ups™ -

accentuating Baxter's snout or shaky
shots from the dog's eye view — but
not too man,

It would be casy for Baxter lo

uﬁsmge the human characters in the
film, but they also have thelr own ¢
screwy charm.
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With purchase of any
fwo windshield wlpers

ANational Exhibit of 21 Contemporary-Artists

OPENING RECEPTION
Thursday. April 4
S-8pm
EXHIBIT DATES
Thursitays. Frdays &

Saturdays,
Apnl5.- 27
f-5pm
S ARTPACK SERVICES
Ten percent of i sales w. 31505 Grand River
. tongied to DIFFA . Door #10
Irgusines Foungsnon Farmington, Mt
313/645-6212 -
“ 313/478-8946
AN
J{\qu\\’li'l'g\l N

1 5%, e

10 OFF

! EE

TIRE ROTATION | <4BRAKE WORK
LUBE, Oil. & FILTER L. 2
1*10 OFF

1> TUNE-UP WORK

witoupon « Explres 4/13/01
— — ——

‘ g _Wicoupon + Expires 41391

most cars and fiant trucks:
EXPIRES 4/|3 99+ w'ccupnn
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1. CLAIA SHORES
aw 31000 Mg & 0413
10 0

HOURS:
Mon.-F1l. 7:30-7:00
Sat, B a.m.-4 p.m,




