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‘pertded ceiling features a of i
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By BETTY FRANKEL
Lee Peel, well-known Far-
mington High School English’

plants as well as with stu-
dents and enjoys nurturing
and encouraging the growth
of

To provide a suitable ha-
ven for his. collection of
plants Peel has converted«a
bay window adjacent to his
kitchen into a charming little
garden room. The remodel-
ing, inspired by the acquisi-
tion of a floor-to-ceiling win-
dow that a neighbor was dis-
carding, included extending
the bay a few inches and
bringing it down to ground
level.

Matching windows were
installed on the sides of the
bay and the opague roof was
replaced with a panel of
translucent corrugated white
fiberglass. An extra ceiling
panel of transparent plastic
provides additional insulation
against cold without blocking
necessary light.

The brick floor, which con-
tributes to the garden atmos-
phere, is practical and was
easy to install. Peel made
two shallow trays from sheet
lay-in

“panels and translucent light panels which proyide glare-free illumination in -
work- areas. This housewife demonstrates how easily either panel. can be
removed for easy cleaning. The acoustical lay-in panels absorb up to 70
per cent of the many kitchen noises striking their surfaces.

aluminum fitted to cover the
floor area. The bricks are
laid in these without mortar.
In addition to’ holding the
bricks in place, the trays
protect the wooden flooring

teacher, has a *‘way™ with.

Suburban Garden_enj .
. Bay Window Becomes
\// Little Garden Room

beneath from dripping water.

A louvered door,,which
sepatates the little green-
house from the kitchen, helps
keep the humidity relatively
.high and the temperature
relatively low in the garden
room.

TIERS OF GLASS and
~wooden shelves were -in-
stalled next to the windows
and these are lined with
plants-geraniums, begonias,
‘ivy, red-leaved coleus, kalen-
choe, alyminum plant, Jeru-
salem cherry, white poinset-
tias, and many- others with
exotic, colorful foliage. Tubs
and large pots are grouped on
the floor and tall leafy plants
such as angel wings begonia
and philodendron stretch to
the ceiling.

Peel says that the plants,
which d the summer out
of doors, are brought inside
in September and placed in
the garden room. He rear-
ranges them on the shelves
about every two months. The
geraniums, now lmed up on
an upper shelf in prommem
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“view, were kept on the floor
when they were first brought
indoors because they were
having a period of gest.

The rearranging is done
primarily to adjust to chang-
ing’ congitions of light and
tempezature. The bay is on -
the west side of the house, so
the ‘garden room is bright all
afternoon.

Over-watering has been
Peel’s greatest prgblem and .
he .bas lost some plants be-
cause he watered them too
much or too often. .

The only other problem has
been an occasional attack of
mealy-bugs, an infestation
that causes cottony looking
wads to accumulate in the
axils of the leaves and stems.
These have Yeen easily con-
trolled by bing them off
with a cotton swab moistened
with rubbing alcohol.

The little greenhouse room
seems peXfectly compatible
with ‘Peel’s old centennial’
house, and the plants seem
especially verdant when
viewed against the back-

1.
Fruit Trees Need

Space and Care

Tantalizing seed and nurs-
ery catalogs ‘are arriving.
But before your dreams. get
too big, consider several
things.

First, how “green” is your
thump and how much do you
enjoy using it? “'Select fruit
crops for home plantings
according to your desire to
perform the recommended
cultural practices,” says
Jerome Hull, Michigan State
Umversnty herticulturist.

*Culltural practices for tree
fruits are more numerous
and demarding than for most
other fruit crops,” notes

Hull. “Pruning-and insect and

-disease control must be per-
formed with precision for
‘sa!isfaclory fruit produc-
tion,”

When selecting fruit crops
for Home plantings, consider
that strawberries require the
.least space to yield enough

.(nm for a family, suggests

Hull. Raspberries and grapes
require pfore area than
strawberries, and tree fruits

. require more space than

other fruit crops.

Plant fruit crops in areas
receiving full sunlight, not in
.the shade.
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Is it true they have to be
planted close together for
cross-pollination?

Answer: No. It's the variety.
Some are later, need a long

gesneriad family, somewhat
related to the common African
violet. A commercial grower
dubbed one variety ‘Flime
Violet” and promoted it
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for starting seeds and cut-
tings,. namely the “Jiffy-7”
pellet. These highly com-
pressed pellets are only about.
one quarter inch thick, but
when you soak them in water,
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