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" Increased environmental aware- .

ness, and pressure from its students,
has made Farmington Public
Schools the first district in Oakland
County to embuk on a {ull-fledged

“ Not nnl; does m dl.lu-lct myc‘:e
yst: e tafeteria trays — a3 do
ll’: z; m! school districts in Oak-
land County'— but 1t s the only dls-
‘trict to recycle bond and computer
.paper aa well. Bins also collect foam
icoffee cups for recycling. Employ-
“ees are encouraged to use leftover
“colored bond paper for scrateh pads.
! The program was plloted at sever-
. al uhooh In the fall and is scheduled
to be in all bulldings by thls spring,
school officials sald.
* . “It really started with the enthusi-
-astic support of our students,”. ex-
‘plained school board president Susan
"Rennels, describlng the ‘program
during a recent State of the Cilies
address.

. PURCHASING -SUPERVISOR
Bev Hausman, who tes the
program with the district’s garbage
bauler, started’ getting .calls from
students last year encouraging the
district to start-a recycling program
and bringing the lssus to light. “The
students were interesled in getting
: g:eecu started,” she sald. “They
d formed committees. They were
‘ready, even before we were."
:-The six pllot'sites were North
‘Farmington High, East_ Middle
School, and Beechview, High-
smesdow, Gili and Kenbrook elemen-
‘tares whem atdents wero responsi-
‘ble for rinsing and stacking their
‘trays during the lunch hour. Others
bave come on board more recently,
* such as Woed Creek Elementary,
‘which got- on the recycling
band'ugon about a month ago and
‘reports a 50 percent reduction of

caleterfa garbage just by

the foam trays. -

*. “There's a big difference in what's
golng into the dumpsters,” sald food

‘services supervisor Debra Larson.
“That dircctly saves us moncy, be-
cause we pay hy the number of times
they plck up.”

Larson said once the start-up ef-

/
awareness the Far Publlc Schoot
prampted the district to this

yesr. Here, O.E. Dunckel Middle s:hncl sixth gradnrl Dwan

fort was In place, work on the pro-

am was “minimal. It's ke o ma-
chine.” As of Feb, , about half
the school bulldings were handling
the cafeteria tray program.

The trays arc recycled at a Mason,
Mich, plant by the Dart Corp., which
washes and makes.the foam into pel-

. lets gnd s used for bulldlng and insu-

lnuml material.

SHARON LaMIEUX/s1alf photographer

Sevy places her pclyliyumn locd tray Into the caleteria recy-

cling bin,

Y w
Kelly Hughson and Emily Wifson.

All schoot buildings started a bond
paper recycling program in the fall.

BILL LEE. a !acllllles and plant
department consultant for Oakland

(lett), Aaron Zorn,

“Schools, sald Farmington, Novl and
Southtleld are the mest active school

Awareness leads to schools’ recyclmg effort

‘The students were
interested in getting

' projects started. They
had formed
committees. They were-
ready even before we
were.’

— Bev Hausman
school district
purchasing supervisor

products. “As someone who grew up
in the "60s, 1 think It's really nice
kids are becoming Involved ngain,"
hesald: .

- Hausman sald the prugram not
only impacts district operations, but
Is a learning tool for students as
- well. “The chlldren will take It into
their home sltuation and hopefully,
form hablts for a llfetime,"” she add-
ed .

At the moment, the program is
costing the dlstrict a small amount,
. Hausman sald, but she expeécts that
to even out as cling becomes
more commonplace In the business
community. She sald although the
district pays to have the recyclables
hauled away, it is saving maoney with
less garbage plekups.

Also to consider in the future, will
be the purchasing of items made
from recycled materials, Those are
&Lkl overpriced and Hausman sald -

. she will conslder purchasing. such

products when prices become com-
titlve.

“They stilt cost more,” she said.
“We're hoping the market will drive
that price down.

Local buslness leaders may want
to pay attention, and follow the
school district's lead.

Mandatory curbside recycling will
begin July 1 for resldents in Farm-
Ington and Farmington Hiils, and
business and Industry will be next in
tine as Oakland County gets closer to
running out of landfill space In the
next few years, saldRobert Dead-

distriets In

trays, and that Farmington 18 the

only one which has tackled paper

man, F: 's city manager
who also chalrs a regiopal solld
waste authority,

/

“For what it’s worth,

“MS R P orcluding retnler prege L,

ily senderstand if yow've spent the Last several months zeraing i on the car yow intend to buv. Bret of you're not wecessardy-docked nttes oty pases
open, all we'd like o do bere is offer upra thosght for those whose neal interest os in findg e affordable, swell-designed, metscdowsly built antomohzle, Gy
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“you may want to hold offon that import.
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