‘M. Butterfly’

Performances of the Meadow
Brook Theatre production of
“Steuth” continue through Sun.
day, April 21, on the Oakland Uni-

. versily ‘campus in_Rochester
Ilills, For ticket information, call
the box office at J'rl—&?oa

When evenly mauhed adversaries
pit will against will and mateh brain
against brain, that's gamesmanship
at ts most exciting. An'.hony

- Shalfer’s “Sleuth” dramatizes an ar-
ticulate, suspenseful game between
fairly matched rivals — Andrew
Wyke, a rich, egocentric and aging
writer of detective fictlon, and Mllo
Tindie, a handsome, bright, but poor-
er travel agent in his prime.

Like bucks bashing antlers over a
doe, Wyke and Tindle trade jibes and
insults about Marguerite, Wyke's
wlfe, and Mllo’s lover. The audience
never meets the beautiful,
spendthrift prize they both claim,
but she nevertheless ralses the emo-
tlonal ante in their high-stakes
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Rivals are unevenly matched

Breidenbach

mateh. The d of Shaffer's
play, just like the dynamics of any
good game, depend on balancing the
wit, the cleverness, and the will to
win of worthy opponans

Mlsmatched players in M:?w
Brook Theatre’s productiol

Shaffer's 1971 Tony-award-winnlng
play diminlsh the tenslons 3s the two
men Joust with words and use deceit

table talk

éuiinary arts -

First place scholarship money was
awarded to Oakiand Community Col-
lege {Orchard Ridge Campus in
Farmington Hiils) [n the recent cull-
nary ‘arts competition hosted by
Opus One restaurant In Detroit OCC
won the competition with a reclpe
__for Grilled Chicken Breasl "with
Biick-Sausage with Salsa and Pas-
sion Frult Beiirre-Blanc, and a re-
cipe for Chocolate Grand Marhier—
‘ . Terrine. The winning team included
two instructors, Chef Dan Rowlson

‘Menu-updates._

Philip Anglim, who originated the role of John Merrick in
“The Elephant Man," stars as Rene Gzllimard and A. Mapa
as Song Liling reprises the role taken over from 8.D. Wong
on Broadway in the play “'M. Bullerﬂy " Tuesday-Sunday,
Aprll 16-21, at the Fisher Theatre in Detroit. To charge
tickets by phone call 645-6666,

and Chef Roger Holden, and students
Jeffery Baker, Thomas Bennett,
Shannon Estelle and Kelll Thislus,

Opera dinners

TV’s Channel 56 announces
10 percent more audience

Buffet dianers for the Michigan
Opera Theatre's 1991 spring season
are being provided by Bowman's
Catering at the newly renovated Ma-
sonic Temple in Detrojt. Next din-
ner, with the production “Ariadne
Auf Naxos,” wilt be from 6-8 p.m.

New entrees

Hudson's' Restacrants has added
three new cntrees (o its menu. These
include Hot and Sour Scallops, Three
Mushroom Stroganof! and Brolled
Whlte Fish. The dishes, priced at §7
and $7.50, arc avatlable throughout
the day,

The Summit, River Blstra and
Cafe Rlo, three restaurants at the
Westin Hotel al Renalssance Center
in Detroit, have updated thelr
menus, Prawns and Scallops in Paul
Prudehomme’s spicy seasonlngs, at
$32.95, is one of the savteed special-
tl? on the dinner menu at the Sum-
mit,

to best one another. Fine acting, Pe-
ter Hlck’s opulent manor house
where the actlon:Is set, and energet-
ic staging in the Meadow Brook pro-
duction can't overcome the luke-
warm suspense that resuls from un-
evenly matched opponents.
Director Charles Nolte pits the
farmidable slinger of words and wit
Arthur Beer as Wyke, against the
able actor Alexander Webb as Tin-
dle, but Nolte stacks the deck by
making Tindie too gentlemanly and
passive to thrust and parry with
Wyke. Nolte further stants the play-
1

Arthur Beer superbly plays An-
drew Wyke, the balding, blzarre
writer of English detective fiction,
Wyke's solitary vocation as a writer
accustoms hlm to ereating dlaloguc
and talking to himsel!, so he speaks
aloud the cxchanges fermenting in
his brain. He plays both parts of dial-
ogues —~ often In dialect. The roln
showcases Arthur Beer's versatility
as he mimigs a 1930's Chicago gang-
ster and an- Irish cleaning lady, to
name but two-of the dialects Wyke
takes on in a play thal spoofs ti
stereotypes and stock characters of

ing field (to mix g: P! g me-

taphors}) by getting Tindle drunk 50
the younger man, alrcady disadvan-
taged because he is playing on his
adversary's home turf, becomes
even less a match for Wyke's aggres-

sive, demeaning gamesmanship.

IT’S A BIT like watching Anataly
Karpov checkmate a  17-year-old
contender or Jimmy Connors
trounce a green ace — entertaining,
but not a real contest with adrenalin
Jolts and stop-the-heart suspense. To
be fair, the odds in Meadow Brook's
production tmprove dramatically in

. ...the second act when lnspcclur Do;r

pler takes on the case. -
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Eoglish fiction.

Beer portrays wlith infectious +n
ergy Wyke's enthusiasm for the clvy.
er ingenuity of his plot to demu-ar
Milo Tindle. Alexander Webb as Tin
dle gets his comeuppance in Act Two
when score is tled in Meadus:
BrooX” Thealre's entertaining, il
flawed, revival of Shaffer's play — o
play packed with more genuine coin.
mentary and chewy dialogue thar
any 10 conventional, hackneyed
mysteries.

Cathte Breidenbach of Weat
Bloomfield teaches college wri
ng L‘Iusscs and works as «

"" « Lunch Specinls

* Curry.Outs = Crtering

FOR TWO

Iacledre: Steak Fajita, 2 Taces, Cheese Enchitads. | &
ELPadre Burrito, Tostada, Guacamele Dip, Rice & Uenne

Onfy - With €
(01 Valid With Asy Othes Offer

Saturday, April 13; Wednesday, Aptil

manager. . 17, and Saturday, April 20, preceding
“The audience gains are not only  performances at 8 p.m. Dinners also
an'Indication that public televislon ts  are planned for “The Maglc Flute"
delivering on Its promlse of quality ~ and dinners and a brunch for “Ma-
progmmmmg but that viewers arc  dame Butterfly.” For more Informa-
its value,” added Frank . tion call Bowman's at 398-1680 or

ilt!la WTVS board chatrman. the Masonlc Temple at 832-7100.

The audience for Detroit’s public
television station, WTVS/Channel
56. rose 10 percent during February
when compared 1o the same perjod
tast year, Both the prime-time nnd
full-day were
by the Niclsen rating service.

A tota) of B45,000 local houscholds
watched the station during the aver-
ageweek in February, matching the
“fecord-Kigh levels of pes:
tablished in the November sweeps
period. The increase is a Hkely fac-
tor in the success of the recent “Fes.
tival” pledge drive on WTVS, which
raised a record $1.2 million.

“Our winter scason pregramming
has sustained the momuntum of the
fall, which featured the blockbuster
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1 Ofﬁce Parties

FARMINGTON

Other Buddy's Locations
AOYAL OAK

soprany

Alessandra Mare
the

A Princess

Artadne.

3496000

I Bring u:u ad In for...

$2' Any Large Pizza

1 or Large Antipasto or
AE Large Greek Salad

SUNDAY
TRADITION

— s

Join us for i
Sunday Brunch

1:00 am. - 2:00 p.m.

8 s oG4 95 Al s
| $6.95 Children (5-12) ~
Featuring  a  tempting  array  of

mouth watering selections. Make
your resenvations m(f:t)‘
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