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stoff wrlter

EBORAH KNAPP said she
D was going to start'a pri-

vate school here if she had
. to open 1t with one student,

and that is what she did.

Knapp spent one school year
teaching her son Justin at home us-
ing all the techniques she would utl-
lize for her future students, then
opened The Glastonbury School last
fall housed In Bethlehem Lutheran

Glastonbury

School is an alternative for students who learn differently

Church In Farmington Hills.

Knapp, who taught in both publle
and private schools [n Texas, be-
came Interested in the students who
were havlng a rough go of it when
she became acqualnted with parents
whose children were designal

“learning disabled.”
“I won't belleve they are learning
disabled,” .she sald. "“They have

learning diffcrences. Al children
learn differently and a great many
of them fall into the cracks.

“Publlc schools teach mainiy by

SRARON LoMIEUX/staff phologradher

Deborah Knapp gives a lesson in how water lram the clouds gels into people’s homes to her students Andten Ludcumn. Jus-

. tin Knapp and Julie Coftclt.
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By Shiries Rose Iden
staff writer

VERY CHILD nceds that
certaln someoneto relate to
in a warm and special wny

,_ycar_at_thls

e _Tast. timy
Josh Cresswell of Southfield, lhcn

age 10, especlally wanted to have a
sharing pal, someone {o go places
with, to tell secrets to, :md just to
clalm as his friend.

Josh llves with his mvther. Gail
Selman Cresswell-and older sister
Jolt, 14. His father, Andy, lives in
Europe and Ls divorced from Josh's
mom, which means that It secms (o
Josh his dad Is divorced from him
also,
Born In England, Josh lived in Is-
rael for 18 months, but he came to
Southflield aboul two years ago. NHis
grandmather, Estelle, lived with the
family until her death a few weeks
ago. Josh says he and hls grandmoth.
er were friends. He tried to help her
by dolng little favars for her during
ber long litness. Now he misscs her.

According to Big Brothers-Big Sis-
ters, headquartered In Southficld,
and aclive in all of, Oakland, Ma-
comb, and Wayne countics, more
than 100,000 chlldren live In single.
family homes. And each year their
numbers increase.

PRESSURES ON the parent and
child can be enormous. Single moth-
ers can be {rustrated because they
can't be everything and do every-
thing for thelr small sons or daugh-

» 2

talking . . . so what is happening 1o
the children who icarn by seelng or
by touch? And most private schools
just won't deal with youngsters who
have been-labeled as learning dis-
abled. 1 kiew there had to be an al-
ternative for the frustrated students
as well as the frustrated parents,”
she said.

Knapp has based her school on the

that

structure and multl-sensory teaching
will aid children to academic suc-
cess.

The bottom line, she safd, Is build-
ing success upon success, and simul-
taneously, bullding self esteem.

DONNA COFFELT sald she bad
spent five years looking for the right
teacher, spent years® in rescarch
seeking out what might be the right
methods of teachlng for her daugh-
ter, took her out of school and taught
her at home for one year, was met
with frustration at most every tum
and through all the obstacles rcluscd
. to give up hope.

“1 was told by bath teachers and
administration In both Novi and

* Farmington Public Schools that Ju.
lie would never read or write. | was
told not to expeet anything,”
sald. .

“I thank God that I found Deborah
Knapp. She firmly belives that all
children are capable of Jearning and
she is sure proving it with Julie.

“Julje is flourishing. She loves
school. She is reading, writing, dolng
multiplications and divislon. And all
1his since September.”

Dianc Ledesma, whose daughter
Andrea is a student at Glastonbury
School, sald, “These children see it,
hear it, Jee} i, touch It, do ft. They

she

Matchma‘king
Big Brother and his little brother form a perfeot friendship

ters. Somellmes a grandmother, like
Josh's, with a different perapective
can help, or a group-ariented pro-
gram can try to fill the gap some-
what. In a case like Josh's, some-
times only a big brother can help.

. 21_felt_for_a_long-time my_son.
needed someone, and I thought may-
be a big brother could help him ad-

just to all the changewin his Ilfe," «

said the boy's mother.

Still, there was no Instant solution
for Josh. It teck long weeks for the
matchmaking Big Brothers-Big Sis-
ters organizatlon to find a “blg” they
thought would {it Josh's needs. Big
Brothers are.voluntecers, so they are
caring frem the anset, belng people
who commit to giving up a certaln
amount af their time to help a child,

Ken Rich, a Farmington Hills who
Is a commercial litigator and practl-
tioner of health law , said he thought
about bclr:g‘g big brother for several
years. “Thém—the subject came up
with a couple of fricnds and they
both said they afrcady were big
brothers. That did it for me.*

THE MATCH between Josh and
fich was worked out’ by January
1990,

“They iry to sel you up with some-
one who lives near you or llves near
where you work to make it conven-
lent. T actually asked for a ‘littde’ In
Octobe
(1890) Josh and 1 were hooked up,”
sald Rich,

Rich said he was carcfully
screened, working through a three

t and by the end of January, -

hour Interview and {illing out ques-
‘tionnaires. “They told Josh and bis
mom about me,” he said. “And they
thought I sounded OK.”

Growling up in Lathrup Village!
Rich was once a delivery boy for the
—Sauthfield Eccentric, and now prace
tices law in Bloomficld HIllsT He ™
married but with no famlly yet. His
wlife, Judy Fertel-Rich is a siudent
at the Wayne State Unlvcnily School
of Law.

"1 thougm this would be a posltive
contribution | could make. They told
me I had 1o think In terms of a com-
mitment of at least once a week for
a few hours for at least one year.”

He and Josh have their times fo-
gether every week, usually one
weekend day. “We have breakfast
and make a day of it,” said Rich.

“WE'VE WATCHED videos, gone
to movles, fished, done errands, vis-
ited a farm and a zillion other things. |

“He's the only kid { know who can’
drive a 20 ton tractor.”

As lor Josh, a boy of few words:
“It's fun, and I'm getting to do spe-
cial things with a special guy. I like
him a lot; he's fun to be with.”

Talk about commitment. Rich and
his wife moved to Chicago temporar-
ily, and were there when Josh's
grandmother died.

“When he heard about my
mother's death, Ken called Josh and
spoke with him. It was so kind,” sald
Gall Cresswell.

Rich sald the relati nship is one
with rules to Jive by, “But ll I lec:

ture, he gets really annoyed, says
I'm not belng like,a big brother but a
bossy adult. This commitment has
renlly given me a younger perspee-
tive.”

If you ask Josh what the best out-
ings he and Rich’ have aken are, he
lists: fishing, driving {tractor), and
the farm. Rich, an outdoorsman, has
also taught his little brother about
weapons and the rules of hunting.

Sometlmes Josh and hls big
brother groom the horses that are
kept near hls Southfield home. Some-
times, they even ride them.

JUST LIKE a big brother, Rich is
very proud of his “little™ and likes 10
brag about him. “We went on a trip
with a group and Josh was the best
behaved kid on the-trip,” Rich said.
“He organized all the kids.™

“But T don't understand everys
. thing. I just can't understand why an
11-year-old needs an inch of syrup on
his pancakes.”

Not every child is tucky enough to
have a friend to ease the loneliness
and help with the stress that is so
often present In single parent fami-

10S, -

There is a long list of children on
file with Blg Brothers and Big Sis-
ters waliting for a feiend. The oppor-
tunity to volunteer and relate in a
unique way to a child in need is a
real possibility and can enrich both
Tives

For inquirics call Big Brothers-
Big Sisters at 569-0600.

For more than a year now Ken

learn spelling, math, science, every
subject, with every approach.

*“Andrea Is a visual learner, so she
and every student like her won't
leamn anything when the teacher s
talking all day. When Lhey are taught
with all approaches they're golng lo
catch it one way or another.”

Andrea's mother has seen a vast’
change in daughter since September.

“She loves going to schoo! and her
whole personallty has changed:-She
used to be a very shy child, but that's
changed slace her self esteem has
Jumped so high.

“She's just about at her grade
level now and this has all happened
in a matter of months,” she said.

BOTI! WOMEN mentioned that
their daughters were now cnjoylng
golng to school, which is also part of
Knapp's philosophy.

Glastonbury Schoo) takes its name
from the sirect where Knapp grew
up| In Detroit.

“1 had a beautiful chlldhood there,
- and I wanted some of that fun to car-
ry over onto my students,” she sald.

“The world is everchanging and
our goal Is 1o help children to under-
stand they are our greatest re-
source,” she said. “The energy and
oppoertunity we display now in help-
Ing them learn about our world will
carry aver Into their world and the
degree of enthusiasm they will have
in making it a better place for atl.”

The school orents its full curricu-
lum around the language arts. Read-
ing, handwriting, spelling concepts
are introduced through both the Al-
phabetic Phonics method a “whole

.language” program which are inter-

Please turn to Pago2

GUY WARREN/star photographer

fAich, an Oakland County atlor-

ney, and Josh Cresswell, 11, have shared a big brother, liltle
brother relationship. They lish, bowl, go to the movies and
somelimes get the chance to ride the horses kept near Josh's

home,

A Farmington Area Lion is a man

is a member of the Farmington Area
Lions Club and is united to help those
less fortunate.

The International Assoclation of
Lions Clubs' motto “We Serve™ tran-
slates into action of fund-raising and
then glving back 100 percent of the
proceeds to the local community and
those nearby.

“The club Is looking for new mém-
bers — people who want to help the
visual handicapped, or other deserv-
Ing persons, and.ls witling to give

or woman who lives In the area that |

‘Farmington Area Li

some time in a unified effort to pro-
vide that help,” said Marjon Prover,
speaking for the club.

“We're from 30-70 years old, we
have a large variety of carcers,
some of us arc rellred, we have six
women in our chapter, and we're all
united In our desire to help the hand-
lcapped in some manner.”

THE CLUB’S flrst responsibllity is
to those in the Farmington Commu-
nity. it provides eye ecxams and
Rlasses to-those not eliglble for state

- or federal programs; white canes to

‘lhc vhu.ﬂly impaired. :md ftnanclat
assistance to the local Head Start,
Student Emergency Fund and
Cloverdale School.

“Substance abusc has been shown
to be a major cause of hlindness,”
Praver sald. “With this In mind, help
is given to three loca) organlzations
that combat substance abuse. .

“For ycars the Lions have direct-
ed their efforts (o (he visually handi-
capped, but it makes more sense to
combal blindness before it happens
rather than afier it becomes a reall-
ty.” )

Llons give financlal assistance t
four statewide projects. The bes:
known of these s Leader Dogy for
the Biind in Rochester, which pro
vides and trains dogs for the mobile
blind. It also gives to Penricktor
Center for the Multiple Handicappec
in Taylor, where residents arc
taught 1o gain a sense af sel-help
and a better life for themselves,

LIONS SUPPORT Beaumont Si-
lent Chlldren which works with chil-
dren Irom toddlers to teens with
speech problems. And [t supperts

ons seelrﬁew members”

Welcome Home in Grand Rapids
which provides a home to the ambu-
latery blind.

To attain these funds, $15,000 was
raised by the 30-member club in the
past year %ilh four money producing
drives.

Members sell Christmas candles
durlng the preholiday scason, ask for
contributions through the mall with
Blind Atd Seals, sell chocelate bun-
nies in early spring and then in late
April and early May are ou! in the
shopping cenlers demonstrating and

publicizing the propese, use of and
meaniog of the White Cane while so-
liclting funds from the shoppers.

"We're proud of the trust that the
community has shown in giving us
money and allowing us to redirect
those funds 10 worthwhile projects.
In that small way, we make the
Farmington community a better
communlty,” she sald.

Kim Jaske is president of the
chapter, Carole Kavlaklan is mem-
bership chalrperson who will take
membership inquiries at 553-4850.




