' Suburbs pitch to keep Tlgers safe at home.

{0 See related story, ana 9A.

By Wayne Peal
statf writer

On Monday, the sites and sounds of -

major league baseball wll! return to
the corner of Michlgan and Trum-
bull, renewing a Detrolt traditlon
that began nearly a century ago.

Sometime that afternoan, each of
the more than 50,000 fans in atten-
dance will no doubt scan vast, histor-
ic Tiger Stadlum and wonder to
themselves: How much longer?

Mlke Duggan, a deputy county cx-
ecutive from Livonla, wonders.

Duggan, polnt man for Wayne

.Counly Executive ' Edward
McNamara on projects from a reve-
nue-raising cigarette tax to county
Jail bonds, now faces perhaps his big-
gest challenge — keeping the Tigers
in Detrolt.

Success means convincing slnupll-
cal Tigers ‘exccutives, and maybe
county vaters, the ballclub must
stay.

Even Duggan isn't sure of his
chanees. There are competing stadl-

um renovation plans from Birming- -

ham and Royal Oak-based archl.
tects.

There are also dozens of alterna.
tive sites — Including Plymouth
Townshlp ~

“I¢ gets back to ln(nsuuc(ure,"
sald Hustoles, whose Eroup repre-
sents communities in seven subur-
ban counties, as well as Detroit. “If
you bulld a new stadium, you're
going to have lo add roads, sewer
and waler, while we already have
perfectly good facllities that
wouldn't be used,”

- Oakland and western Wayne coun-
ty mayors and township supervisors
have already made it clear they
don't want a stadlum In their com-
munitles,

It was McNamara, & Livonia resi-
dent, who made Tiger Stadium a
county lssue,

“We went to the Tigers, they didn’t
come to us,” Duggan sald, “We felt
the Tigers planned on leaving and
we felt we had to do something.”

McNamara's prioritles are, In or-
der of importance: keeplng the

‘Tigers In Detrolt, keeplng the Tigers

In Tiger Stadlum, if possible, and
keeplng the Tigers in Wayne County.
An alternative site hasn't been
ruled out.
“There are several sites in the city
uhtrc the Tigers could go,” Duu:m

Rlxht now, however, cﬂoru are
concentrated on keeping the Tlgcr:
at Michigan and Trumbull.

The McNamara plan includes an
ambitlous effort to tie sladium reno-

western  Wayne  and Washtenaw
countics.

BUT WHEN it comes to prevent-
ing the Tigers from escaping to the
suburbs, Duggan may have thesonly
game in town,

Despite competltion from the
Tiger Stadlum Fan Club, a well-or-
gantzed eltizens group, only. the
county bas thus far been granted”

anything more than a cursory meet- .

ing with Tigers management.

Only the county has the ability to
provide the financlal assistance the
Tigers may demand.

Thére's a lot at stake.

“It's our bellet that if the Tigers
leave the cily, you ean pack it in,”
Duggan sald, “It will cripple rede-
velopment lssues for years io come.”

It’s not just the city that has a
stake in the stadium’s future, either.

While _not speclfically endorsing
McNamara's objectives, the South-
cast Michigan Council of -Gover-
nemats has formally urged the
Tigers to stay right where they are.

“TIGER STADIUM is a develop-
ment issue, like the other develop-
ment issues on which we've taken a
stand,” 'said Ed Hustoles, SEMCOG
depuly executlve director. “We'd
like to sce them stay in Tiger Stadi-
um or, at least, in the city.”

vatlon to ! Cork-
town, its historlc sumunding nelgh-
borhood.

Of two competing archilectural
plans, McNamara is leaning toward
the Blrkeris-O'Neal plan. The plan
cgmbines the talents of Birmingham

tractor Joe O'Neal.

~The plap calls for an outer shell
around the ballpark, including a new
shel! upon which would hang a res-
tructured, post-{ree, upper deck

“IN MY opinlon, it goes a long
way toward what the Tigers w:ml -
Duggat said.

Nelghborhood redevelopment,
possibly using the Reagan en-
terprise zone” concept, would -add
shops, stores and restaurants around
the ballpark slte.

As McNamara and Duggan cnvi-
sion (t, Corktown would become a
warm, lively place, as well as a
source of jobs for a city that badly
needs them.

“We don't want a lerum we
want something that would rival
Greektown,” Duggan said.

There's  just one catch the
Tigers haven't signed on 1o any of
this. Nor is there any guarantee they
will.

“It you want to know how serious
Monaghan is (about moving the
team) he has refused {o thls day to
even look at the plan,” Duggan sald.

Tigers management scems almost
syrprised renovation plans are still
betng considered.

“Two years ago, we Jooked al a
number of options, including renova-
tion, and it was our fecling that a
new ballpark was needed,” sald Fred
Haale, Tigers senlor vice president
for planning and administration.
“Our feelings haven't changed.”

The Tigers are “more than willlng
to meet with McNamara and Mike
Duggan," Haafe said, but are cur-
rently unaware of just what the ex-
ecutlve bas in mind.

“Quite frankly, they haven't put

this in front of us,” he sald.

But the McNamara plan contalns
something that could make the
‘Tigers sit up and take notlee: public
financing.

The county would issue stadium
construction bands, paid for through
stadjum revenue. There [s precedent.
Renovations completed in the 1980s,
including removal of the stadium’s
old, green seals, were financed
through a ticket surcharge.

“Not countlng Dodger Stadium,
there hasn't been a major league
baseball stadjum buift in the last .50
years or so without some degree of
public assistance,” Duggan sald.

State aid won't be sought, Dyggan
said. It probably wouldn't be forth.
coming from budget-cutting . new
governor John Engler anyway.

The county also won't seck state
race irack revenue, Duggan sald,
cven though racctrack money was
heavily used to bulld the Pontlac
Silverdome. But that, too, might not
be for lack of trying.

“We're about maxed out on race
track revenue right now,"” said Steve
Shepich, senior financial andlyst
with the siate House Fiscal-Agency.
“Whatlever we're taking in, we're
spending. There wouldn't be any left
over for a stadium.” .

Stlll, Shepich adds a foatnole.

“This would all change if they tic

ed the stadium to legislation in-
volving off track beuing, tike they
did in Ilinols,” he sajd. “But 1 don't
think Fm speaking out of turn when 1
say (Detroit Mayar) Coleman Young
wants casino gambling for Detroft.
It would be interesting to see how
that woutd all play out.”

At least three off-track-betting
bills are already pending in the state
Legistature.

An additional hotel/motel tax,
permissible under legislation feft
over from Detroit’s 1970s attempt to
build a riveriront stadium, may
prove 2 better possibility:

That, Duggan sald, would merely
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Tiger Stadium is getting ready to welcome tans
back for the 1891 season, but

require approval from the county
commission.

Public nnancmg itsell is contro-
versiat. -

Toronta's - new, state-of-the-art
Skydome is already reporting defi-
cits even though 'lts chief {enant,
“bascball’s Terontd Blue Jays, drew
more fans last year than the Tigers,
Montreal Expos and Atlantz Braves
combined,

Tarento residents are bracing for
new taxes. Some local fans wam the
same could happen here.

“WERE NOT a taxpayers group,
but we do have people who are op-

the vencrable

‘fo those concerns, Dugg.'m 5ays
this: Trust us.

“As an adminisitration we have a
track record,” Duggan sald. "We're
just completing a new county jail
and we’re going to bring it in op
budget. We'll soon be bullding'a now
morgue and we'll bring that In on
budget.”

Taxpayer contributions will be
capped, he said, preventing Detroit
{rom [alling into the Toronto trap.

“When you announce to the world
that you're ‘going 1o build the Taj
Mahal, you're going 1o have trou-
ble,* Duggar said, referring 1o the
Skydome's on-site hotel, Hard Rock

ARY EMANUELE/s1aH pho1ographer

balipark, home of the Tigers since 1912, faces
an uncertain future.

N

necessarily the key issue, but it's one,
of the keys.” Haale said. “We defi~
nitely believe it's something that
needs 10 be addressed ™

According to Duggan, nearly 3,000

- parking spaces could be added. Of

that, 2,000 would be on church prop-
erty directly west of the stadium.
Another 1,000 could be added to the
north and east. If necessary, he said,
the county wouldn't hesitate to use
1ts condemnation powers,

The problem, is that the Tigers
see consmembh more parking.
‘re lookmg at 12,000 to 15,000
cars,” Haale said.

posed to using public S'sald

ovilliam Dow of Blrmingham, a
UAW attorney and legal adviser to
the Tiger Stadium Fan Club. (See re-
tated, story for information on the
Fan Club and its plans for stadium
renovatlon.) E

Cate and other it
"This is )usl going 10 be a baseball
stadium.”

‘The question is  whether that
would be enough.
Parking Is Important and the

Tigers want,_more spaces. “It isn't
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CORRECTION
NOTICE:

The toll-free phone
number shown on
page 34 of the
Builder's Square
40-page advertising
book in this week's
paper is ipcorrect.
The cdirect number
for information on
instaliation in
Detroit is

3 13) 731-4723
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