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Bill Shapiro: Music fan finds
‘home’ on ‘Cyprus Avenue’

By Larry O'Conner
staff writos

Bill Shaplro has turned a few cor-
ners In his musical journey, - but
“Cyprus Avenuc” has become his

- permancnt home on the radio,

The show Is heard 12:30 p.m. Fri-

days on WDET-FM 101.9. The pro-

gram features a diverse mix of .

rock'n'roll, from the classics of Nell
Young and Bod Dylan to the new
musie of REM. and Elevenlh
Dream Day,

Its gravel-volced host is a mi-
thodical archivist and a wide-eyed
eathusiast, He educates without hay-
ing his nose in the air about his
knowledge.

“I'm a fan" said Shapiro, 54,
whose program |s aired from KCUR-
FM in Kansas City, Mo., via satclite
to nearly 50 stations on the Nationab
Public Radio network. “I'm very
passienate about music. When I'm
moved by something, I really get
into it.

“When someone comes up to me
and says, ey, you turned me on to

. caught Elvis Presl

sa-and-so,” that makes jt
worthwhile”

Though eclectlc, a common thread
can be detected in the stream of mu-
sic Shapiro plays. on “Cyprus Ave-
nue” He prefers artists- who have
sumcthing honest to say r:mmr than
those who mierely release a “pure
product,”

. Shapiro receives virtually no pro-
motiona) relesses from major labels.
Instead, the tax lawyer by day relies
on his own massive recerd collec-
tion, which was started with a 78 of
4 World War 11 trench ditty. The
first L1 he brought, incidentally,
was “Johnny Smith’s Jazz at NBC."

* AT FIRST, Shapiro's musical In-
terests were in pop. Then, in his
teenage years, he developed an af-
finity for jazz.

But it was a young turk with
swiveling hips from Tupclo, Miss.,
who turned  Shapiro's sights to
rock'a'roll. The thenolaw  student
s act on the
“Tommy and Jimmy Dorscy Band-
stand” show on television.

. Ifis interests evolved to the revo-

all

lutionary sounds of nasal-volced of
Bob Dylan and later the Celtie soul
stirrings of Van Morrison and the
electrified poetry of Nell Young. But
while music was a passlon, it was
never an occupation,

Shapiro tried the piano ond the
banjo, but .could play nelther. “1
didn’t have the aptitude for it he
said. And, until the debut of “Cyprus
Avenuc™ 13 years ago, he had never
worked In radio.

‘That changed when a friend at the
NPR station in Kansas City told Sha-
piro that if he ever needed a favor,
he shouldn't hesltate to ask, in return
for his constant fund-raising help for
public broadcasting.

“1 told her, 'I'd like to do an intelli-
gent show on rock'n'rol),” Shaplro
said. "When I was a graduate law
student in New York . . . I listened
to Billy Taylor’s radio show, which
was an Intelligent show on jazz 1
thought It would work on rock.”

SHAPIRO DID an audition, taping
a show called “Ballads by Rockers™
that featured ballad music by arena
rockers fike the Rolling Stones. He

was invited back.

“Cyprus Avenue” is the -only
rock’n'roll show offered by NPR.
The show s one of the most popular
midday programs In the WDET line-

up. .

“I'm somewhat mystified by it
Shapiro sald. “They moved the show
to 12:30 p.m., which is a God-awful
time Lo pick up a radio audience . .’
1ascribe It to the sign that the listen-
ing audience enjoys WDET"s cclectie
mix of radio programmtng.”

Letters he receives cross all dem-
ographics, including notes of appre-
clation from 50- and 60-year-olds
who until listening to “"Cyprus Ave-
nue™ thought rock’n'roll was just
noisy racket. A majority of the re-
sponse, though, lands in the 30-45
age range, Shapiro sald.

The show is definltely a labor of
love, especially to Shapiro’s wallet.
He sometimes pays $200 a month out
of his own pockei for the satellite
uplink. #e's toyed with the idea of
taking “Cyprus Avenue” to commer-
cia) radio, but admits it’s difficult
marketing a rock’n’roil program.

By Larry O'Connor
staff wriler

Dark Carnival is something of an
all-star rock'n'roll conglomerate.
But for the band's creator Colonial
Galaxy, it was & nightmare.

The genesis of the metallic
sounding group was a dream.

The good Colonlal remembers a
bdd dream, one in which he walked
Into a caraival and found himself
trapped inside a freak show. While
mest would chalk up the experi-
ence {0 some Freudian maliunction
or too many Oreo cookies before
bedtime, the Colonial used the vi-
sion to form a band:

Since 1984, Dark Carnival has
carried on the punk traditions
fostered by Detroit's forebears
with a line-up that's continually
evolving. Previous members read
like a who's who of Detroit
rock‘n'rol], including  ex-Mutant
Art Lyzak and Bootsey X.

Current members of Dark Carnl-
" val include Ron and Scott Asheton
trom the Stooges, bassist Greasy
Carlisi from the Reputations:
rhythm guitarist Mark Gilder and,
of course, leapard siriped singer
and astrologist Niagara, Rrrr.

"We could only stand each other
far a short time,” said Niagara
with a laugh, explaining the turn-
over in personnel. “Actually. I reals
Iy like it. We all get along really
well. Nobedy tries to steal the
scene.”

Which is an admirable feat, con-
sidering the abundance of talent
confined in one group. Like their
name, Dark Carnival performs
with the same frequency that a
midway ¢isits a small village.

Dark Carnival:
Creative retreat

SEEn\m THE Suow
" Who

Dark Carnjval with author
: Jim Carroll
© Where
! " Club Heidelberg
215 N. Main, Aan Arbor
Phono 994-3562

¢ When
Saturday, April 20. Show
stants at 10p.m. Tickets are
$9.50 in advance

THE BAND was intended to be
something of a creative retreat for
members. As a result, live shows

ave been few .

Yet, Dark Carnival has stilt man-
aged 1o record two live albums,
"Greatest Show in Detroit” and
“Welcome to Show Business™ on
Revenge Records in France, Dark
Carnival, along with all Detroit
rock'n'roll, has a large fotlowing
amwong the Francophones,

Stateside, the live LPs are im-
port only and hard to come by.

“People seem to have copies
around here,” said Niagara, who
fronted the sparling punk outfit De-
stroy All Monsters. I don’t know
how they're getting them.”

The unavailability of Dark Car-
nival product should change. The
band will enter The Schoolhouse in
Ann Arbor to record ats first stedio
LP soon. X

The project*will feature a con-
glomeration of songs (he creative
tandem of Niagara and Ron Ashee
1on have recently constructed. She
promises they'll be of the hard

Clud ina l-ger-llllppcd body auit, Dark Carnival vocalist

Please turn 1o Page 4

"wn all get nlnng really well."”

Niagara likes the group's lineup beceouse

REVIEWS

GALA
— Lush

At its best. this [ashionable Brilish
quartet sets its atry tunes ta a rolling
beat, adritt 10 a sea of intertwining
guitars, echoing feedback, angelic
vocals and” thunderous waves of
thythm. But often Eush's sonic ship
docks itself in the port of monotony.

Ttepeating-two songs on this 15
track U.S. debut doesn't help to vary
its sound, which is pretty much uni-
chord'to start with. This collection of
Lush's carlier work on trendy British
label 4AD is somewhat disjointed
Hut it displays the band's poicnlin[
10 make melodlous mood music in
the atmospheric vein of the thier
soutmates, Cocteau Twins. Parts of
“Gala” were produced by Cocteau
Twin Robin Gutherie; others by Tim
Friese-Greene of art-rock outfit Talk
Talk.

“Gala" Is at once silk and sand-
paper, brooding and brash, inspired
and indifferent. One minute Lush is
riding an the sweet cymbal-support-
ed pop sounds of the pretty “Scar-
___let.”_and_the_next they're_thrashing
about in washed out gui and
Rute-like vocals on the aptly titled
“Leaves Me Cold.™

Lush basgs its sound around the
cthereal guitar dialogue and falsetio
haemonies of  Mike Berenyi and
Einma Anderson. When the formula
works, it works well, as shown on
college hit “Swevtness and Light,”
*De-Luxe” and “Thoughtfarms.” Un-
fortunately, many of the tracks
mesh together 1a a slew of indeci-
pherable lyrics sung devoid of per-
sonality, over a drone of driving gui-
tars and snare-heavy drums,

Despite its shortcomings, “Gala™
is a good introduction to a band that
has taken giant strides in only two
and a half years together. To hold
the claitn they've staked among the
hip. Lush must naw produce a cohe-
sive follow-up.

= Jahn Corte:

TAME YOURSELF
— various artists

This 15 a compilation_released by
the People for the Ethical Treate
ment of Animals (PETA) organiza-
tion. All the artists invelved are
those with strong fecling on this sub-
ject and, far the most part, express
themselves quite strongly in their
materia) used on this album.

It's quite a healthy list of partici-
pants, including loward Jones, Indi-

- Ro Girls, Michaet Stipe, k.d. lang, B-

$2's, Prettnders, Jane Weidlin, Bel-
inda Carlistc and more.

It's kicked off with the clectro-
funk-pop sound of Howard Joncs, cx-
hotting us: “Don’t be part of it,” with
lyrics Like “save the butcher's kni{e”
and “as lon, animals die in test-
ing, we won't find humanity.” Jones’
contribution is well-produced but
fairly predictable.

Next up comes a new band from
Canada, Raw Youth. This is the
track that has been receiving most
airplay, with the video including
most of the participants of the entire
album. The song is “Tame Yourself”
and is a bright, jaunty, acoustic gui-
tar driven number with a duel
female vocals delivering a catchy
chorus.

This leads into one of the best
songs on the album, “T'll Give You
My Skin',” with Michael Stipe join-
ing with Indigo Girls. It's rich n lyri-
cal imagery and yocal steength from
all parties involved. It also features
some sublle acoustic guitar playing
from the Girls. What keeps this song

R

apart from the others is imagination
used 1o convey the message as op-
posed ta the beat it down the throat
mentality of some involved here.

kd. lang steps up mext with
“Damned Old Dog,” which features
the intriguing chorus of “Do 1 wanna
be a dog. any diddiin’ male witd do 1
I was a damned old dog, 1 'woulda't
be fussy for you

Now, along come two well-knawn,
outrageous and well-known for being
outrageous females — Germany's
Nina Hagen and Dcarborn's Lene
Lovich. Their song is an clectro
dance number which features the
staged soundtrack of one of the
PETA specialties: breaking into ex-
perimentation Jabs 10 free the anis
mals. Pity about the song. though.

Then, (be still my beating heart),
comes everybody's favorite (?), Jane
Weldlin. She sings “Fut,” the second
best song on the album.

AlLin all, not a bad effort though,
with the majority of songs being
worthwhile hearing.

— Cormac Wright

IN CONCERT

® TANITA TIKARAN

Tanila ‘l‘lhnn wlil perform
April 15, at Salnt Andrew's lhll ul l-:
Congress, Detrolt. For informatlon, call
“l-MELT.

® JOAN CRAWFORD & PARADISE
VALLEY JAZZ Ji

Joan Cﬂv(urﬂ & the Paradise Valley
Jazx Jam wilt perform Monday, April 15,
a1 Alvin's, 5756 Cass, acroms from WSU,
Detrolt. For informatlon, call 832-2355.

'® WILD XINGDOM

Wild Kingdom wlll perform Monday,
April 15, at Rick’s Cafe, 611 Cburch, Ann
Arbor. For Information, call $96-2747,

® THE GENERALS

The Generals will perform Tuesday,
April 18, at the Blind Pig, 208 S. Fkrst.
Ann Arbor. For information. call 996-
8555,

® PHISH

Phish wil) perform with guesis, Ryth
McFeud, Tuesday, April 18, at Rick's
Cafe, 61 Church, Ano Arbor. For Infor-
mation, call $96-2747.

@ INCURABLES

The Incurables will perform Tuesday,
April 16, at Key West, 24230 Six Mile,
west of Telegraph. For information, call
721162

® THE WAILERS

The Wallers will perform with gucsts,
The Trinidad Tripoli Stee! Band, Wednes.
day, April 17, at the Blind Pig. 202 S.
First, Ann Arbor. For Information, call
9968555,

® FIRST LIGHT

Fiest Light will perform Wednesday
and Thursday, April 17-18, at RlcK's,
811 Chureh, Ana Arbor. For \n(armaﬂon.
call 996-2747,

® RAILROAD JERK )

Rallroad Jerk will perform with
guests, N.L. Mule, Thursday, April 18, at
Club Heidelberg, 215 N. Main, Anp Arbor.
Tickets are $4. For Infarmation, call 994
3562

® CULTURE BANDITS
Culture Bandits will perform Thurs-
day, April 18, at The Vault, Eight Mile
0ad, near 1.7, Hazel Park. For infor-
mation, call 545-7660.

® BEKEFIT

JOA Blues Band, Garfield Blues Band
and Green Fields will all perform Thurs-
day. April 10, at Sully’s, Greenfield, north
of Michigan Avenue, Dearborn. Tickets
are $22 al the door with proceeds benefit-
Ing the family of pewspaper columnist
Shelby Slrother, who died March 9 of
cancer. For information, cal? 846-3377,

® POP WILL EAT ITBELF
Pop Will Ext Itself will perform Thurs-
day. Apnl 12, at Saint Andrew's Hall, 43)

cali 61+ MELT

® REPTILES

Reptiles will perform with guests Sera-
phin Thursday. April 18, at D Club, 1815
N. Main, north of 12 Mile, Royal Oak. For
information, cal} $89-3344.

® S.RP.

5 R.P. will perform Thursday, Apnl 18,
at [-Rock Nightclub, 16350 Harper, Dee
troi. For information, call 834-4210.

® DON'T LOOK NOW JUG BAND

Don't Look Now Jug Band will perform
with Kury and Plasma Bat Thursday,
April 18, at Alvin's, 5756 Cass, across
trom WSU, Detroit For information, cal)
22355

® ASSEMBLY REQUIRED

Assembly Required will peetorm
Thursday, Apn} 18, at the Blind Pg. 208
S First. Ann Arbar, For information, call
9968555

@ THETOLL
The Toll will perform with guests.,
- Hannibals, - Friday,-Apni-19, at- Rick’s
Cafe, 611 Church, Ann Arbor. For infor-
mation, call 996-2747.

® RUDBER

Rubber will perform Friday, April 19,
at the Majestic Theatee Centre, 4140
Woodward Ave., Detroit For informa-
uon, call 833-9700

® ROBERT PENN
TRabert P'enn will perform Friday and
Saturday, April 1920, at Moby Dicks.

Detroit. For Informatioa.

5452 Schaefer, Dearborn. qu Informa-
tion, call §81-3650,

‘@ FRANK ALLISON & THE ODD 80X

Fraok Allison & the Odd Sox will per-
form Friday, April 19, at Alvin's, 5756
Cass, acrass from WSU, Detrolt. For in-
formatlon, call 832.2353.

* @ SHEILA LANDIS & HER QUARTET

Shella Landis & Her Quartet will per-
form Friday and Saturday, April 19-20, at
Bird of Paradise, 207 S. Ashley, Ann Ar-
bor. For information, call §62-8310.

® SKELETEENS

Skeleteens will perform with Euthana-
sia and Black Spring Friday, Aprll 19, at
Finney's Pub, 3965 Woodward, near Alex-
andrine, Detroit. For information, call
811.3070

® KMFDM

KMFDM will perform with ‘uub
Mussolinl Headkick, Friday, April 19, at -
the Latin Quarier, 3067 E. Grand, De-
troit. Tickets are $11.80 (n advance,
Members of KMFDM will bave an lo
store autograph scsslon 4 pam. Friday,
Aprif 19, at Sam’s Jams, Plymouth Road,;
Just west of Middlebelt, Livonla. For In
formalion, $3-MUSIC. .

® SOUTHSIDEDENNY  °

Southside Denny will perform Fridy
and Saturday, April 19:20, at the Other--
End Lounge, 5855 Moaroe, Taylor. Fgr—
information, call 278.5340.

® CAPTAIN DAVE & THE
PSYCHEDELIC LOUNGE CATS

Lounge Cats will perf;
19, at the Blind Pig, 208 5. First, Aun Ar-:
bor. For information, call §96-8555. .

® HARMONICA SHAH
Harmonica Shah will perform Saturs]
day, April 19, at Elwood Bar & Gri);*
2100 Woodward, Detroit. For informa.
tion, call 961-7485.

® TRAGICALLY HIP

Tragically Hip will perform Friday,
Apri) 19, at Saint Andrew's Hall. 431
Congress, Detroil. For information, uu.
961-MELT.

® TREMOR REVIEW

Tremor Heview will take place Prldly
and Salurday, Apeik 19-20, at Lill's, 2930
Jacob, Hamtramek. For information, calt
B35-€355

#® JIM CARROL/DARK CARNIVAL

Autbor and singer Jim Carroll and Kim
Hunler will appear at 7:30 p.m. Saturday,
Apri) 20, at Club Heidelberg, 215 N.
Main, Ann Arbor. Carroll, author of “The
Basketball Diaries,” witl read after Hunt-
er performs. Tickets are §5 in advance,
$7 50 a1 the door. Carrol} will also read
before Dark Carnival {featuring Ron and
Scott Asheton of The Stooges) performs
at 2 special late show 10:30 p.m. Tickels
are $9.50 In advance; $12 a1 the door. Far:
anformation, nlNN 3562,

@ AHYTHM CORPS

Rhythm Corps will perform an acous-
Uic concert 2 pm. Saturday, April 20, at
Sam's Jams, 279 W. Nine Mile, Ferndale.
The band will alsa be autographing new
copies of is latest LP, “The Future's Not
What 1L Used to Be " For tnformation,
cal) 547-3380.

® OCTOBER

October will perform with guests, Love
Kings. Saturday, April 20, a1 3D Club,
1835 N. Main. north of 12 Mile, Royal
Qak. For information, call 589-3344.

® THE BLANKS

The blanks wilt perform with Funhouse
Saturday, April 20, at-the Majestic The-
atre Centre, 4140 Woodward Ave., De-
troit Far information; call 833-9700.

® WRATH OF CHRISTIAN

Wrath of Christian will perform with
Kunstof? 21 Saturday, April 20, at Fin.
ney's Pub, 3965 Woodward. near Alex-
andrine. Detroit Fot information, call
831:8070.7 -

@ GOOBER & THE PEAS.

Goober & the Peas will perform Satur-
day, April 20, a1 Saint Andrew's Hall, 431
£ Congress, Detroit. For Information,
call 961 MELT

® BUGS BEDDOW

Bugs Beddow will perform Saturday,
Aprdl 20, at Alins, 5756 Caxs, scross
from WSU, Detroit. For (nformation, call
B32.2353

Moby Dicka, in Dearborn.

LOCAL

Here are the top-10 songy on “Detroit
Music Scene,” which is heard 4-5 pm.
Sundays on WDTR-FM 909

“Wheezer 1.
“ “1t 1 Run,” Gezerals
3 “Everyday is  Holiday,” Dave Rave
4 "The Seed,” David Bria
$ *“The Lemming,” Soa of Sam
€ “Living Withou!
7. "Night in Berul.
& “Buy Me a Goose.” Grady Hazy
9. "My Dragon.” Tulrsty Forest Aslmals
18 "Tréat Me Right.” Detroll Bives Band

Grine

Robert Penn will perform Friday

and Saturday, Aprit 19-20, at

CUTTING
EDGE .

Here are 10 albums in medium rota-
tion ‘on “The Cutting Edge.” which is
beard Tpm 103 a m. mightly.

“Ink,” The Fixx
“Havana3am." Ha
“The Fugative Dance.” Spooner
“Struck by Lightning,” Grabam Parker
Fly Me Cmnxtolu. Drivia’ N' Cryls”
Nowhere,” Ride

1
2
3
4
5
5.
L}
9
1

0.¥The Real Ramona.” Thrgwiag Mases’



