" Monday, Apili 15, 1891

DIA helps yot
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ACH YEAR, hundreds of
area school children head

downtawn on field trips to
the Detroit Institute of
Arts.

Yet for every class that maku the
trek, there are many more who can't
due to lack of time, money or the
distance Involved. For many arca
teachers, the answer Is simple: have
the museum come to the school.

For 25 years, Art lo the Schoals
has provided just such a service.

A valunteer committee of the De-
trolt Institute of Arts, Art to the
Schools supplics arca classrooms
with free art appreciatlon talks
based on the collections of the DIA.

Last year, 64 voluntcers gave
1,129 talks to 35,745 students.

“Their function is to go out to
schools all over the tri-county arca
and give art talks to fourth, flfth and
sixth graders,” sald Jennie Williams,
who works in the DIA Education De-
partment and Is staff llaison/adviser
to Art to the Schools, “We've zeroed
in on that age group as belng, the
most receptive to our kind of talk.”

EACH TALK )asts about an hour
and is lllustrated with slides and
reproductions of works at the muse-
um.

“They take what we call ‘touch-

ables’ if_they want to” Williams

subjects as American, African, Asl-
an, Natlve American and, new this
year, European.

Other topics Include “The Ancient

Waorl

um” “Art of our Time" (modern art)
and “People of the World,” a talk de-
veloped in response to the needs of
soctal studies teachers.

“Throughout the year, American
Art Is our most popular talk because
teachers see that it fits right into
their curriculum,” Willlams sald. "It
goes right along with what they've
been studying in American history,
and gives them a chance to illustrate
it with works of art.”

Any teacher can request a talk,
though most are art Instructors, me-
dia specialists (librarfans) and regu-
lar classroom teachers whose atu-
dents are studying topics such as hls-
tory, social :ludle: and even
language arts.

“Quite often, thc volunteers will
bring a list of terms or write art
terms on the board so that the kids
are learnlng new words that can key
In with thelr study of language arts,”
Willlams sald.

ART TO the Schools was formed
in the early 1960s by the Junior
League of Detrolt. By 1965-66, the
Junler League joined with the DIA's
Founder’s Society. The Founder's So-
ciety took full responsibility the next

Art to the Schools volunteer Cyvia Synder (center) nl West Bloomlleld shows students at St. John Lutheran School in Ro-
chester an example of Native American beadwork.

sald. “We have art reproductions and

some art materials llke brushes that
they can take in additlon to thelr
Alldes.”

Some volunteers, like Philip Ka-
nat, one of anly two men currently
active as speakers, prefer to keep
things simple, “The only props I use
are slides and my blackboard,” the
Southficld resident sald.

“Slides are really the best way of
getting a look at an art reproduc-

« tion,”” Willlams said. "The image i3

rnnd

-1arge and the volunieers work with a-

few well-chosen pleces that they like
lhn( they feel comfortable

“Bnl the real heart of the program
Is what we call the ‘Inquiry meihod,'
not necessarily just talking ‘at’ kids
about the-sildes and about art, but
asking questions and drawing the In-
formation out of the kids, getting the
kids to respond and reatly look at a
work of art, maybe for the flrst
time.”

KANAT, AT 75, often gives 2.3
talks a week. “The chlldren have re-
acted the way I've wanted them (o

. Feact. I've been able to get them to

pariiclpate.”

year:

What sets Art to the Schools apart
from slmilar programs Is “the
amount of trainlng cach volunteer
must complete . to begln  visiting
classrooms.

“The volunteers traln together
with the docents who give the tours
In the building,” Wllllams said.
“They have the same training, which
Is art historical. It's like an art histo-
ry course from cave art to contem-
porary art. It Jasts one school year,
ptember through May,

taight at the DIA one morming &
week for two hours. The volunteers
must pay tuitton, refunded upon suc-
cessful campletlon of the course.

The volunteers have access to
somethlng that the publle does not
have access to, Willlams safd. “It's a
speclal class, just for the tralnees,
where they')] go around to the galler-
jes and actually look at examples of
things they've been seeing tn slides
— some 'behlnd-the-scenes’ Lours.”

“They'll also get very special
trainlng on how to talk to kids -
how to get across thls infermation to
kids — techniques of touring and
speaking about art.”

‘Theclass, open -ta- u:a public; s

THE PROGRAM challenges vol-
unteers with tralning Willlams fccls
Is on par with college-level courses.

“I would urge people to volunteer
for the program. It would certainly
be a great help o the community
and the moscum and It is a marvel-
ous learning experience,” Kanat
sald. ’

Elaine Redmond, a former school

teacher who has been with program |

. for slx years, agrees.
__"This_program is so nice because
you' get'Back so much frem 1t," the
Birmingham resident sald. “You
give your time and you have to train
for a year at the museum. It's a big
commitment, but at the same time,
you're learning so much and because
you're down at the museum, you're
right there in the heart of things.”

In addition {o thelr love of art, an-
other tralt that all the volunteers
share is a fondness for the kids in the
classrooms.

“I've been able to provoke them
enough to develop their interest In
the museum. And of course, I see my
role as simply to stimulate them,”
Kanat said. "'They're good klds.
They're kids who are 18, 11 and 12

years old, and they’re marvelous to
work with at that stage.”
“1 TRY and relate the objects I

. show the' children to thelr llves,”
Redmond said. “They're so used to -

scelng images on televislon and in
books and magazines, yet they never
get to see Whe real thing.”

“Many schools have a regular pro-
gram of bringlng their students
down to the muscum. But there are
hundreds and hundreds of schools,
where for whatever reason, the chil-

Schools) pmgram

“There are only two stafl mem-
bers who work with Art to the
Schools, yet by using volunteer la-
bar, we're able to reach 35,000 chil-
dren annually, Teachers will say
over and over again, ‘The kids
wouldn’t have any other exposurc
like this to the arts if it weren't for
your program".”

“It's been wonderful for the kids
to come down to the museum and
sce cverything for free,”

““drén do'not &t a chance to come {6

the muscum. Those are the kids I
want to reach.”

Past and present Art to the
Schiools volunteers will reunite at the
Roostertall in Detrolt In June for a
special celebratlon. Yet as the pro-
gram prepares (o cclcbrate its 25th
year, many are. concerned state
budget cuts now under consideratlon
may bring an end to the program.

“We really have no idea what's
geing to happen if we have a cut-
back," Williams said. “If we lose all
of our state funding, which provides
half of our budget, we would have to
close down. I don't know what that
would mean for the (Art (o the

Redmond

said. “But now when I go In the
schools, T tell them to- hurry down
and see because it may turn into this
huge warchouse for art and the pub-
lie may not be able to go in.”

"I this is taken away, it's going te
be heartbreaking.”

To become a volunteer with Art
to the Schools, call Jennie Wil-
tiams in the DIA's Department of
FEducation at 833-.7977 or program
assistant Dana Lee at 833-7883—---

Volunteers play key part

The week of April 21-27 is Nation-
al Volunteer Week. But the volun-
teers at the Detroit Instltute of Arts
are recognized as special every day,

* For more than 28 years, thls group
of valunteers has played an integral
role In museum operations. Number-
Ing 500 men and women, they glve
more than 58,000 hours of service
cach year in a number of ways.

They work with chlldren in their
schools and at the muscum, helping

increase their involvement and in-
terest in art.

They serve visitors by giving
tours, answering questions in the
galleries and by furnishing general
informaticn at informatlon desks.

They also handle sales in the mu-
seum shop, decorate the public spac-
es, assist office staff and extend mu-
seum services into the community.

To join the volunteer commitice
of the DIA, call the auxiliary ser-
vices department: 833-0247,

Under the stars

The 2Bth annual Meadow Brook
Musle Festival, with the Detroit
Symphony Orchestra in resldence,
begins Friday, June 14, and contin-
ues through Aug. 11,

New this year for the seven-week,
15-concert serles will be the presen-
tation of two distinct DSO programs
on each of two nights during the sev-
cn weeks.

Each week the two programs will
be altered slightly to include either
different works or guest soloists.
Conductors for the two weekly pro-
grams will remaln the same.

There will be a spectal July 4 cele-
bratlon with concert and fireworks.

DSO music director Neeme Jarvl
will conduct two weeks of concerts,
Special _guest conductors include
James DePreist, Leslie B. Dunner
Jahja Ling, Bobby McFerrin {con-
ductor and vocalist), Mitch Miller
and Yuri Temirkanov.

Jarvi will be on the podium the
first two weeks. Civll War historian
and Abraham Lincoln scholar Sheiby
Foote, wlll narrate Copland’s “Lin-
coln_Portrait” on Friday and Sun-

day, June 14-16. Both concerts will *

Neeme Jarvi
D50 conductor

works by Khnchalunnn and Men-
delssohn.

McFerrin, a Grammy-award win.
ning crossover artlst, will conduct én
Thursday, July 18, and. Saturday,
July 20. ln Lhc first, he will conduct
No. 7 and

include works by Ives,
Dvorak and Sibellus,

THE SECOND weck of concerts
with Jarvl will have a strong local as
well as American focus.

On Thursday, June 20, there wlll
be a world premiere of a violin con-
certo by Stanley Holllngsworth of

_the Oakland University faculty wlu:

DSO  concertmaster

then vocally perform the solo violin
part of the Bach Concerto for Violin
In A minor.

In the second concert, In addition
to the Becthaven Symphony, McFer-
rin will perform one of the solo parts
to the Vivaldi Concerto for Two
Mandollns with a DSO viollnist.

McFerrin, known as onc of the

Boisvert as sololst.

Planist Louls Lorti will make his
debut with the DSO on Saturday,
June 22, performing the Grieg Plano
Concerto on a program that tncludes

grealul jazz singers since Ella
, made hls ducting de-
but with the Boston Pops Orchestra
and, with the ald and coaching of re-
nowned conducting teacher Gustav
Meler, now dedicates four to six
weeks each year to leading wmajor

symphony orchestras.

WHEN CLEVELAND Orchestra
resident conductor Jahja Lings con-
ducts on Friday, July 26, the soloist
will be 13.year-old violln virtuosa
Leila Joscfowlcz, performing the
Saint-Sacns Violin Concerto No. 3.

Pianist Ivan Moravec, performing
the Ravel Plano Concerto In G Major

will be the guest when Ling conducts

on Sunday, July 28.

Stars of the¢ New York City Ballet
and the American Ballet Theatre
wil) be the guest actists for the final
concerts of the season conducted by
Leslie B. Dunner on Friday, Aug. 9,
and Sunday, Aug. 11. Both evenings
will conclude with fireworks.

Other special guests wlll be James

DSO, Meadow Brook team up for 15 concerts

Tocco, pianist, performing works by
Leonard Bernsteln on  Thursday,
June 27, and Florence Quivar, mez-
zo-soprano, performing Bernsteln
works on Saturday, Junc 29, with
DePrelst conducting both concerts.

Ntkolai Petrov, pianist wil) be the
soloist on Saturday, July 6. Viktor
Trotyakov, violinist, will be featured
on Sunday, July 7, when Temlrkanov
conducts two all-Russian programs.

For a copy of the Mcadow Brook
brochure and order form, call 377-
2010 or write Mcadow Brook Music
Festival Box Office, Oakland Uni-
versity, Rochester, 48309-4401.

Single Uckets go on sale at Ticket-
Master outlets beginning May 17 and
at the Meadow Brook box office on
June 1.

The Michigan Opera Theatre has
scheduled vocal auditions for the
1991-92 Young Artist A

Apprentice auditions set

stafl. They also participate In mas-
lcr classes under the tutelage of

Program on Thursday and Frldny.
May 9-10.

Two apprenticeships  will be
awarded, each lasting 8-12 woeks,
Winners will be considered for pro-
grams beginning tn September and
April 1992,

The apprentice program offers a
wide range of performance appar-
tunitles throughout the mainstage
scason. Apprentices perform com-
primarto (secondary) roles, cover
major roles and participate in the
chorus of malnsiage productions.

When not rehearsing or perform-
Ing, apprentices are individually
coached by . the resident muslc

singers, *
directors and conductors from the
current Michlgna Opera Theatre
scason.

Interested applicants must sub-
mit a cover letter, resume, an 8- by
10-inch black and white glossy pho-
to and two lctters of recommenda-
tlon {rom professlonal sources by
May 1 to Dee Dorsey, Production
and Audition Coordinator, 6519

nd Avenue, Detrolt 48202,

Appllcants for production ap-
prenticeships' wlll also be consid-
ered at this time. Fer more Infor-
mation on either program, call §74-

HOME MARKETING FETALSTS
WEST BLOOMFIELD -

A national landmark

in real estate brings you—
MICHIGAN'S

MOST BEAUTIFUL HOMES

“MAPLE PLACE VILLAS.” Elegant contermporary. 3

3's baths.

bonahza. $175,000. 353-7170

BLOOMFIELD HILLS -
$365,000. 353-7170

more 1o see. $279,000. 353.7170

2-story Great room. Decking & Mom $199,999. 353-7170

WESY BLOOMFLELD - Great inveslment for smart buyer. 1.75 acres of pnme
tand plus exceptional 3 bedroom Ranch in area of millon dollar homes. A

BLOOMFIELD HILLS - Fabulous, nearly 3,000 sq. ft. Contemporary on scenic
acre lol, S bedrooms. 2 full. 2 hall balths. HAS IT ALL. Shorl-term lease with
Option to Buy possible. $369,000, 3537170

Exquisite 4 bedroom, 3'z bath multi-level beauty,
Exciting hdllop seting. Ideal for lhe buyer who wants il afl. Pleasure to see.

FARMINGTON HILLS - Absolulely stunning 3,500 sg. tt., ¢ bedroom, 3'z balh
Cofonial. Ramblewood Gatehouse Communily. Inground pool and much, much

TROY - Extraotdinanly beautiful 3 bedroom. 2 bath, 2.800 sg. h. bcauly Prime
location and much more. $179,900. 353-7170

TROY - Bost buy in town. Imposing 4 bedroom,
quality, value and comfort. $164,900., 353-7170

SOUTHEIELD - A masterpiece. Incomparable 2.500 sq t., 3 bedroom Ranch.
Unbelievabie Valuo. $164,800. 353-7170

SAVING YOU
REAL ESTATE
COMMISSIONS

IS OUR BUSINESS...

Finished lower level. Soaring

2’ bath Colomal. Has tota}

NEVER AGAIN PAY 6% COMMISSION
Call Today for your FREE BROCHURE...

313/353-7170

MAIN
OFFICE



