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recognition
Tao Lhe editor:

The From Our Readers section in
the Farmington Observer is the only
publlc way I can express my appre-
clatlon to Farmington Mayor Shirley
Richardson, City Manager Robert
Deadman, Planning Commission
Chairman James Mitchell, the com-
misslon members and my children
for their thoughtfulness and coopera-
tton In the process of glving me a
“communlty splrlt” recognitlon pri-
or to the regular commission meet-
ing on April 8.

it was a wonderful occaslon in
every way except for the absence be-

* cause of Illness of my wife, Rita;
who also for many years in many
ways has served our commaunity.

We both do care for our communl-
ty of Farmington, and it has cared

for us,
William L. Burke,
Farmiagton

Government
not all things
to all people

To Lhe editor:

An.open letier Lo the Cle Council
of Farmington Hills:

One aspect of the planned expand-
ed recreation facilitles the city wish-
e3 o provide, specifically the 20 or
more soccer ficlds for adulls, and
numerous haseball fields, is that of
liabillty responsibility and the conse-
quent Jawsuits that may result.

Is the city prepared to hold all
taxpaying citizens liable forever in-
creasing taxes to pay off the burden
of maintaining hazardous sports fa.
cilitles? The city has the responsibil-
ity of addressing this potential in-
creased burden and to so advise its
citizens.

Procuring cxpensive land, devel-
oplng and maintaining it for recre-
ation, it seems to me, to be a func-
tion best provided by private en-
terprise. The City is removing land
from the tax base, and is in direct
competition with'private business. It
is assuming a function which actual-
ly is each individual's expense —
that of recreation.

It is nat government's function to
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play the rolo of benefactor, distribut-
Ing public moncy to satisly clamor
by a few. Government cannot be all
things to all people in all aspects of
living.

Increasingly, governments have

* sought to become sugar daddies, tak-

Ing responsibity for everyone from
cradle to grave. Are we In a position
to keep providing more and more
recreation to fulfill each one's de-
mands?

Public soceer {lelds and parks can
be used by everyone from the entire
metro area, but only homeowners in
Farmington Hills wiil be accepting
responsibllity to maintain them.

If a survey were taken, it would
undoubtedly show that a very small
percentage of us desire those kind of
sports facilities. Soccer flelds may
be the rave today but can result in

. belng white elephants tomorrow, left
to be maintalned by tlax dollars for-
ever whether used or not.

Histortcally, the true role of govA
ernment is to oversee a lawful soci-
cty within it borders, providing a“
safe environment In which to llve
and enjoy life according to our own
abilltles to provide it.

On the harizen are yet other major
projects for homcowners to fund.
That of a new llbrary and a new
courl house, both we presume, to be

. monuments to the spending hablts of

the city government.
Olga F. Onisko,
Farmington Hills

Trees nice;
so is power

To the editor:

In reply to your editorial of April
11: Is Edison a tree lover or hater? 1
really don't care, but I like having

° electrieity. R
1t is cold and dark without it. Food

spails. People get sick. We need it

After suffering far too many pow-
er outages, 1 say let Edison cut the
trees that interfere with the wires. It
is important to have electriclty.

Let's get atong with the company
bringing us thls Important commodi-
ty. Some trees are suitable for plant-
ing near electrical wires — others

- are not. Let's get educated and enjoy

the best of both worlds.
- In Oakland County we llve on land
that was all forest about 170 years
ago. If no one cut the trees we
couldn’t live here.

Trees grow. Plant some cnmpall~
ble with our needs.
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Mitchell Makes Music
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I Ilke gardens and trees, bushes
and wild flowers. I also llke electrle-
ity bringing heat, light and refriger-
atlon.

Let Edison come and bring us the
best they have to offer.

Nuth Mochlman,
Farmington Hllls

Our court
is ‘chaos,’
reader says

To the editor: ~

‘The 47th District court is nothing
short of chaos.

1 was with my son and another
witness who had been subpoenaed to
appear at a eriminal misdemeanor
jury trial at 2 p.m. April 8. We ar-
rived'in a Wimely manner, sigoed In
and were told to wait at the end of
the hall for pre-trlal conferences
with the city attorneys, in this case.
the Farmington Hills attoracy.

We got in a long line with attor-
neys and others, walting to sce the
attorney. The hallway has few wood-
en chalrs on one side, enough to scat
a small fraction of the people wait.
ing in the hallway.

We waited and we waited, Finally,
after about an hour and & half of no
word, no one telling the people in the
hallway anythlng, we heard that the
clty attorncy was at a conference.

We were just left hanging thece.
Talk about lack of organization. Fi-
nally, cither the city attorney or a
substitute showed up and began see-
ing people in the dibrary.

When we [inally got to sce hiny, in
no partlcular order or semblance of
order, he told us in a manner of trivi-
ality, that the defendant did not
show up and had no attorney.

That was all the information he of-
fered. We had been waiting since
June 17, 1980, for this case to come
to trial. We took off work at our own
expenses and were dismissed as if
there were naang important going
on here.

1 pressed him for information. He
sald a bench warrant would be is-
sued for the defendant, but he would
not be picked up unless he was local
This particular defendant was the

first of three young men to be lrud .

in an unproveked beating of my son!

- In fact, the city attorney didn’t
scem to know anything aboul the
case, even though 1 had called him
abeut it a week carlier. That's what 1
calt disorder and chaos. .

How about some order In the
courthouse and maybe a couple of
additional judges to handle the over-
load. Isn't lhcm any rule of discl-
pline?

Keaneth Kemp,
_Farmington Hills

A ‘yes’ vote
for millage

To the editor:

1 would like to encourage the resi-
dunts of Farmington Hills to support
the 0.5 mills parks millage renewal
by voting yes at the polls on May 7.

This will cost abaut $40 per aver-
age home per year, and It wlll pro-
vide $10 million over elght years.
Half of the money is carmarked for
the purchase of land for use as ball-

* fivlds, recreatlonal facilitles and
family parks.  *

Fatlure of the city to purchase
land for public usc will likely result
in Lhe c of

Girl Scoutlng. The programs and ex-
periences of Girl Scouting are possi-
ble only because these adult volun-
teers are wlillng to give their time
and energy to girls. Girl Scout lead-
ers are required to take speciallzed
training before they can lead. a

“troop, and they give many, many

hours a week to provide quallty pro-
grams for today's girls.

Monday, April 22 has been desig-
nated Girl Scourt Leader Day. There
are many leaders in your own com-
munity that deserve our. apprecia-
tion, They do so much for the com-
munity year-round, and during thls
time of the year, we ask everyone to
help us thank the Girl Scout leaders.

Please lend your support in show-
Ing nppr:clnllun for these remark-
able volunteers.

‘The Michigan Metro Girl .Scout
Council, the communlty and the girls
they jead want to say a hcartfelt
“thank you" to Girl Scaurt leaders!
Because of them, all our llves are
enriched.

Wendy A, Hanson,
communications coordinatar
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ali available undeveloped land, a
prospect that is disturbing to me.
The remainder of the money gener-
ated will be used to improve and
maintain existing park facilifies.
Finally, while there were numer-
ous reasons for the voters to reject
the livrary and school millages there
are no ohvious reasons to vote no for
this millage.
Roy S. Sundlck,
Farmiogton Illis

Leaders make
girl scouting
a possibility

To the editor: -

All over your city. young girls are
meeting once a week in & Girl Scout
troop. These girls are having valu-
able cxperiences as they Jearn about
and their world, They
are learning to make responsjble, in-
formed decisions and to give service
i uthers These girls are of many
different races, religions and cultar-
al backgrounds. Their Girl Scout ex-
criences will have a positive im-
pact on their future. Many girls will
never forgel their Girl Scout troops
or their Girl Scont leaders. -

Without'leaders, there would be no

.specch that they are so

Metro Glr! Scout Council

All have right
to freedoms

To the editor:

I've read your article on March 28

concerning censorship ete. in high
school papers, Please permit me to
comment. .
. 1 was a high school journalism stu-
deni at Edwin Denby High in the
very carly '40s and on the Denby Log
staff, the school's newsletter, The ed-
itor of course was a teacher who su-
pervised. | was always Interested In
writing about something or other
and when 1 did, 1 usually rescarched
the subjeet as well as I could.

1 was cditor of a VFW post
newsletter for over 15 years, and
recelved many awards including a
rare one, the VFW Nationa) Award
for Excellence. Today I am the pa-
triotic instructor (or the Department
of Michigan VFW and | have a col-
umn in this paper. the Michigan
Overseas Veteran.

1 give you this background not to
be boastful, but to let you know that
I've had censorship applied to me as
well, and this is what I've learned ta
accept.

As far as the students are con-
cerned, they will have 1o Jearn that
along with freedom of the press and

with for themselves, they must slso
allow thls right to exist on the cam-
pus for those who would like to pro-
mote military ROTC programs, and
It ;su‘lhey who are attempting to for-
bid this.

1 would have to say the military
censorship Is a form of martial law.
When American lives are involved,
we don't need blabber-mouths in the
news media spilling the beans and
showing American soldiers bleeding
1o death, in living color, even before
the folks at home bave been in-
formed that this has happesed to
their loved one. You have to be rea-
sonable, this s not a Rambo movle.

1f World War 11 had been covered
by the media as it was during the
Vietnam War, 1 wander what the re-
action would have been if the Ameri-
can people suddenly realized that in
less that four years we were to lose
nearly 400,000 men as opposed to the
55,000 lost in a spread of 10 years.

Ray Koorad,
Patriotic instructor VFW
Livonia

Proud of this
recycled paper

To the editor:

1 am writing this letter to applaud
your newspaper being produced with
30 percent recycled paper. Someday
soon I hope other newspaper compa-
nles wlil follow your lead.

1am proud to deliver your paper!

Bennett H. Holman,
ingham

Opinions are
to be shared

Opinions and ideas are bes!
when shared with others.

That's why the Farmingion
Observer encourages its read-
ers. to share their views with
others in the From Qur Read-
ets column,

Submitting a felter 10 the ed-
itor for pubhication is easy, Let-
ters should be typewritlen or
printed legibly and kept to 300
words.

Letiers shou!d be mailed 10:
the edior, The Farmington
Observer, 21898 Farmington
Road. Farmington 483386.
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