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More ‘paring of city budget is p033|ble

By Casey Hans
siaf writer

Farmington's proposed budget, al-
ready pared due to the state of the
economy and declining populatlon,
will have to be trimmed sven further
If the state takes actlon to freeze
property assessments.

In offering his proposed 1991-92
budget to the city councll Monday,
which included $4.67 million for gen-
eral operations, Farmington City
Manager Robert Deadman warned
council members they would have to
find another $120,000 to $125,000 to
cut from the already lean budget if
state icglslators pass the tax freeze,

On April 11, the state Senate ap-
proved what Is, in effect, a two-year
property . assessment {reeze; the
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pleaded with them to matntaln the
current system until they can ad-
dress replacing school financing.

Farmington's school chlef said he
expected to be in Lansing Wednes-
day, as well, when House leaders
were discussing the issue with the
governor, and the House was sched-
uled to take up the issue when It
went into sesslon at 2 p.m.

Meanwhile Tucsday, there was
some discussion of culs which will
occur regardless of possible state ac-
tion,

Flanagan offered a lavndry list of
things belng considered for cuts,
which wlll show kn more detall when
a line-item budget s presented at
the May 7 meeting:

® Up to $640,000 in cuts are being
considered in the transportation
area, not Including personnel cuts.
Some of the reductions will include
field trips, district shuttles, athletic
buses, enforcement of walking poli-

state House was stlll debating the Is-
sue Wednesday, followlng heavy lob-
bylng by school and local. govern-
ments, concerned with the Impact on
thelr budgets.

‘The Senate measure would force
taxing units to rell back 1991 tax

rates to match 1890 levels unless the”

electorate votes otherwise, and to
continue the same levels through

1992,

It's “probably impossible,” Dead-
man added, “to take a vote . . . be-
tween now and July 1.

Gov. John Engler has sald he
“would support the measure.

E. STATE action would hurt
older cities like Farmington, Dead-

man sald, beeause they have no new.

growth and, with the legislation,
would have no new revenue to han-

fear tax

cy, changing some school times, us-
ing main roads when possible and
making general runs more efflclent.

@ Alhletic programs face cuts of
between $90,000 and $141,000 with a
minlmum of cquipment cuts and
keeping expendltures down, to the
maximum of cutting ninth grade
sports, comblning girls and boys
cross country, decreasing intramur-
a)s, and eliminating an assistant
coach for swimming and track.

® Up to $2 miillon cut in capltal
projects and bullding Improvements
are listed.

@ Cuts of $13,800 in extracurricu-
lars, $500,000 In instructional tech-
nology, $188,400 in textbooks and
$47,000 in staff training days are
lsted for cuts.

SOME 84 TEACHERS were also
. pink slipped this week, and mare
than 30 are expected to be moved,
involuntarlly, frem thelr jobs into
others.
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dle rislng costs, The older communl-
ties alrcady face a loss In state and
federal revenues. because of declin-
ing population noted in (he 1990 cen-
sus count; Farmington's population
dectined 8 percent over the past dee-
ade.
“They're saying this Is the Interim
unt!l they work out a solutlon,”
Deadman said. “The older communt-
tles with no growth are golng to be
hurt very badly by this.”

The city councll will hold special
meetings at 6:30 p.m. on Thursday,
May 2, and Thursday, May 9, to ana-
Iyze budget numbers and fine-tune
the budget document. By law, the
clty council must hold public hear-
fngs and adopt a budget by June 3
for the new fiscal year which beg!n:
July 1.

freeze

Parents who spoke at Tuesday’s
meeting, as well as trustee James
Aberncthy, sald they were concerned
with keeplng teachers in the class-
room, and that members of the
teachers unlon should conslder cut-
backs in health benefits to aid in that
effort.

“I think thls school system can no
longer afford ot to ook into medi-
cal and health benetits,” said parent
George Notariannl. “It's my under-
standing there’s a medical-health
package sccond to none. That's one
area I think needs attention.”

Aberncthy sald the distriet’s $8.5
million in health care benefits "is
somclhlng we need to creatively
look at.”

Proposed - for Farmington are
budgets totalling: $4.67 mllllon for
the General Fund, $1.3 milllon for
the Highway Fund, $1.58 milllon for
debt service, $130,000 for the Capltal
Improvement Fund and $1.6 million
{or the Water and Sewer Fund.

The pro;
Ing operating and debt retirément, is
13.67 mills per thousand of State
Equalized Value. That would be
about $1,025.25 in property taxes for

-a $150,000 house with an SEV of

$75,000.

‘The butk of the general operating
budget comes from.local property
taxes, with the largest percentage to
be expended for the public safety
and public services departments.

OTHER BUDGET highlights in-
clude:

millage rate, includ- .

@ The city will lose wmn 475,000
in state shared revenues In the com-
ing year, with the state recapturing
some of the money already pald to

" the city since October because of the

population decline.

® Expenses should decrease 3
percent overail, although some line
items such as health Insurance have
jumped sharply, Residents may have
to pay a utililty' fee to handle in-
creased rubblsh cos

® Deadman has proposed contin-
ulng the city's millage rate at 10.05
mills per thousand of State Equal-
ized Valuation. If the state takes ae-
tion on the assessment freeze, the
city councll could choase to Increase
that rate,

® Debt service millage will in-
crease from .98 mills Lo 3.62 mills

Clarenceville Schools Superin-
tendent Jerry Montectilo called the
proposed statewide freeze of prop-
erty ‘laxes a “horror story” for
Michigan school districts.

The 1,700-student Clarenceville
Distriet includes a portion of
southeastern Farmington Hills.

“We're all In a state of shock
over this. This came out and run-
ning from the Senate like a bolt out.
of the blue. It flew thraugh the Sen-
ate,” Montecillo sald. “It was total-
1y unexpected. Trylng to make up
the $1 mlllion we'll lose over the
two-year perlod. will be dlsastrous

C'ville chief: Freeze
plan ‘horror story’

rise above a certain level.

The Clarenceville school chie!
said he was stunned the freeze
passed the Senate so swiftly,

“We see so many plmu " he sald

“We say, ‘What the heck,’ Then we
gcl hlt with a fast-track plan ltke

Schoal officlals have estimated
the state will save Itself $400 mil-
tlon by passing the freeze.

The savings reportedly will
come from fewer people qualifylng
for the Homestead Property Tax
credit. The state reimburses some
residents i thelr properly taxes

per thousand of state equalized valu- |
atlon, as approved by volers last
May to handle repayment for the on- -
going, multi-miilion sewer improve-
ment project. Deadman sald that is

expecled to increase agaln In 1992- -

Ccuncuman Willlam  Hartsock -
appeared dismayed Monday (o bear
about legislative action Aod debate
in Lansing and its impact on the city,

*This is nat tax reform at all,” he':

sald, “This year is golng to be a very
dmlcult year for us. It sounds like
they're trying to get a qulck fix."
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The district is new
contracts this year with four of its
five unlons and_ bargaining groups,
including the teachers.

to the district.”

ADDITIONS, BATHS
KITCHENS WINDOWS. .

WE DO IT ALL!
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FROM DESIGN TO COMPLETION

ADDITIONS + BATHROOMS + KITCHENS » PELLA WINDOWS
DCORWALLS« SUNROOMS « DECKS

FINANCING AVAILABLE

VISIT OUR SHOWROOM
669-3500

3081 HAGGERTY RD.
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“The Ultimate Specialty Day Camp
for Children through 9 Years Old!
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Professional Sports Instrisction
* Soceer-skills dovelopment
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+ Basketball-Baseball
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Cortitied Aquatics Inllvuction
* Dady Groun Instruchon
* Receealonil Swim Daily
* Puvate lessons able
* Yo Yes! Ms Carole 15 returnng!

Arts & Crafts Director
* Projects Galore!
= Creative mstruction
* Wide choice of an programs

Theme Weeks Sneak Preview:
Hot Awr Batloon, Moon Walk; Living
Scienco Foundaton, Pony Rides. Scuba
Daving plus a surpnse Sporis Hero!
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DAY CAMP, INC.

Two Great Camp Locations in West Bloomfield*661-3630
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ORCHARD-10 IGA
24065 Orchard Lake Rd,
MON.-SAT. 8-9; SUN. 9-5

SHOPPING SPREE

graceries every week.
Enter now and be a winner. -
See complete detalls in store.

at IGA!!

100 s of dollars in FREE

Limited To
Manu!acturers Coupons
And

Including 5 0

See Store For Details
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Pre-Priced at 69
Green Forest

49°

2 Liter

Coke Products

12 Pack Cans

99 Lo *2.99

New Crop! Swect, Sugnr Ripe
Cantaloupe

99°..

Orange Juice or N.

}Juice

Sunborn

99°....

EW! Grapefruit|

Denver
' Steaks

Save 40* Ib,

"1.89,,

Fame

4% Lowfat
Milk

*1.79..

Oven Fresh - Split Top
Lumberjack
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