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County eyes decision on solid waste program

By Pat Murphy -
stall wrlter

predict it will — what apdoru would
lhe county bave left? Could Oakland

There's growing seatiment among
Oakland offlclals to fish or cut bait
on the county's solld waste program
— even If it means putting the plan
on a countywide ballot.

“It's time to make some decl-
sions,” summarized County Commls-
sioner Lawrence R. Pernick. “We
should move forward, or turn solid
waste back to local communitles or
the state.”

Pernick made his comments prior
o the 5:30 p.m. special county board
meeting called on relatlvely short
natice by chalrmanRoy Rewold, R-
Qakland Township. It's at the com-

. missloner’s auditorium in the county
complex al 1200 N. Telegraph in

Pontiac,

‘The meeting is billed as an “Infor-
mational” mectlng, with no pub-
lished agenda. But Pernick and oth-
ers — frusirated by the snall’s pace
at which the county is progressing —
are anxlous o make some declsions,
or at least take a few concrete steps
in that direction.

Commissioner Nancy McConnel),
R-Bloomficld Hills, put It this way,
“It's time 1o go forward. If we have
to split the program, let’s sphit It.”

. THE COUNTY'S OPTIONS are
relatively simple:

® Goahead with the $500 miNion
plan_as approved last year, with,

ergy incinerator In Auburn Hills,
# Kill, or at least postpone, plans
{or the controversial inclnerator —

more likely — and proceeding with
recycling.

gram cntirely, Jeaving the problem
to individual communities or the
state. Existing law mandates that
state offictals formulate plans for
handling soltd waste tf county gov-
ernments can not.

“County government doesn’t have
to come up with a plan,” sald Per-
nick, “We would lose control, but the
county can leave it to the communi-
ties or simply let the state do 1t.”

Each option presents a scparate
sei of questlons and problems. If the
county decides to go ahead with the
existing plan, should the plan be put
on a countywide ballot?

T If that ballot fails — as many

OU program
.plugs classics:

. Classics of Western Tradition, a
cultural program offered by Oak-
land University for great literature
tovers, begins spring term on Tues-
day, April 23, with discussion on Er-
nest Hemingway's “The Sun Also
Rises.”

Co-sponsored by OU's Division of
Continuing Education and College of
Arts and Sciences, the lecture-dis-
cussion program Is presented 7-9
p.m. Tuesdays, April 23 through May

" 21 at Sunset Terrace on Oakland's
Rochester campus.

. Brian Murphy, OU professor of
English, will talk on the Hemingway
. classics on April 23, 3¢ and May 7,
* followed by discussion of Alexis de
Tocqueville's “Demecracy in Ameri-
ca" on May 14 and 21 by Charles Ma-
bee, OU prutestant chaplain Saint
John Fisher Chapel.

Tuijtlon is $45 for the Hemingway
three-lecture series; $30 for the de
‘Tecqueville sct. To register, call 370-
3120, Ba.m. ta5 pm. weekdays.

The classic literature program,
led by OU faculty members, is de-
signed simply for enjoyment without
the burden of exams of grades. Class
size Is limited to encourage (ree ex-
change of questions and interpretas
tions
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massive recycling and a waste-to-cn-

# Abandon the solld wasie pro- '

any solld waste
pla ?

Rewold Wednesday declined to
say what, if any, recommendation he
will make at today's meeting. “It's
Just an informatlonal meeting, and 1
want to see what other commisslon.
ers think,” he said,

Even 5o, Rewold sald he personal-
ly favors clther abandoning the In-
cinerator or golng full stcam ahead
on the existing plan, even I that
means putting the program on a bal-
ot as proposed by Commissloner

‘It’s time to make some decisions. We
should move forward, or turn solid
waste back to local communities or
the state.’ -

— Commissioner Lawrence Pam/ck
D-Southfield

John E. Olsen, R-Huntington Woods.
More and more commissloners
say they favor abandoning the incln-

erator — at least temporarily — so
the county can implement recycling.
Commissloner Marllynn E. Gosl-

Hills, contends the
pub]ie wlll simply not accept the in-
cinerator — at least unless Oakland
first Implements incineratlon.

BUT PERNICK and others insist
the incinerator must be included, or
the plan simply won't work. “For us
1o recycle 50 percent of our trash
{the goal proposed by the turn of the
cenlury) would still Jeave $0 percent
to be landfilled.

“If we don't build the incinerater
now, we'll have te get more landfill
space later, he said. -"And that's

<very difficult.”

Commissioper Donn L. Woll, R
Farmington Hllls, said he s anxious
for today’s meeting. “We're faced
with a lot of questions,” he said. “But

" Ithink.some answers wili be coming

out of that meetlng.”

Asked about the likely outcome,
Wolf sald, "I personally favor taking
the solid waste issve to the people.” -

Some commissioners have sug-
gested putting the Lssue on the ballot
in the upcoming special election,
June 19, to pick a new state senator
in the 16th District to replace Doug
Cruce, including the Troy and Blr-
mingham areas.
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