Local, national

“businesses
proflt from OCC

By Pat Murphy
stalf writer

Oakland Communlty College has
about 27,000 students, officially.

But Carol F. Stencel, a Bloomficld
Hills resident, is concerned about the
6,000 or so other students at OCC
who make up the unofficial enroll-
ment.

She's academle dean of OCC's
.Business and Professlonal Instltute
+{BPI), a program deslgned for work-
_.ers concerned about thelr job skills
-:than a degrec.

The school scrupulously separates
lhosn BPI students when lahulnllng

— an unglamorous and usually un-
derfonded part of the educational
system ~ can devclop cruclal pro-
grams.

“WE CAN TAILOR a program for
almost any cdmpany, any need,"
3ald Stencel, who has a doctorate
{rom Michigan State University and
has been at OCC since 1t was founded
in 1965.

They talked about thé Dana pro-
gram as the focal palnt of their two-
hour presentation. “But we talked
:lbaul our diversity and our ﬂcxlblll-

" sald Stencel
Samc programs, like Dana's, lead

says OCC
Gmrgc Cartsonsis, in accord with
. rules sct down by the North Central
Associatlon, an accredlting agency
for 19 states.

But BPI students are becoming an
*.Increasingly Important part of OCC,
accordlng to Stencel and those who

."analyze the link between business
-7 and occupational trends and the edu-
;cnuon system,
+  Like others, Siencel is very much
Zawarc of the dire warnings con-
:talned in reports like “America’s
:Cheice,”” the study by the National
< Center on Education and the Econo-
“my that came out last June.

Among Its conclusions Ls that the
~future of the United States as a
: world leader is seriously jeopardized
« by deficiencles In its workforee.

THE REPORT SAYS US. workers

- don't have the know-how to produce

- top-notch products, making it nearly

o Impossible for their companies to
- compete in a world market.

- As head of BPI, Stencel oversees

Zmore than 90 scparate programs

- tallored to companles secking to up-

_ grade their workfaorces in the face of

-7 ever-lougher competition.

= “Their competition isn't just lo-
~ ca)," said Bill Rose, OCC dean of ac-

- ademle services, speaking about

':ompﬂnics with BPI

programs.

- “Their competition is natlonal, inter-

national or both."

Stencel, Rose, Barbara Linhafdi
0OCC's associate dean of instructional
services, and Royce West of the
Dana Corp. talked about BP! last
week during the convention of the

ican A i v

& Juniar Colleges.
hey told other educators and ad-

- ministrator how community cotteges

to jate degrees. Others slmply
focus on the skills needed to createa
competltive edge. For example:

® A BPI program at the Ford
Plant in Wixom includes Instructions
that might well lead to it being
called “ding and dent,” said Stencel.
“It’s ¢ustomized to automotive
needs, including how to repair metal
blemishes,” she sald.

® Another BPI program at the
Ford headquarters in Dearborn In-
troduces workers ta the basics, and
subtetles, of Japanese culture.

& Onc program provided ad-
vanced training for 100 supervisors
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from the Allnet Ci
Services, Inc., in Birmingham.

¢ One ol the newest BPI pro-
grams is designed for the CDI Trans-
portation Group in Madison Heights,
focuses on manufacturing technolo-
&Y. with emphasis on design.

STENCEL 1S PROUD of BPL But
she's alse quick to point out Its suc-
cess s in large part attributable to
seven companies that provide equlp-

.ment, cxpertise and support that

waould otherwise not be avallable —
at least not at affordable prices.

Those (wo-way strects are called
BPI partnerships.

Foremost among those partner-
ship companies is the IBM Corp.,
which has provided more than 33
milllon worth of computer equlp-
ment, software and services:

The.Rexeoth Corp., whose Detrait
office js located in Rochester Hills,
oquipped OCC's hydraulies laborato-
ry. Part of the Eurapean based Man-
nesmann Group, Rexroth alse pro-
vides the needed cxpertise 1o keep
the facllity on the cutting-cdge, ac-
cording to David C. Mehrer, the

-~ cempany's fluid power instructor. -
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Ohio firm utilizes OCC programs

By Pat Murphy
statf wrltor

Why would a Fortune 500 compa-
ny with its own unlversity and based
in another state spend more than
$150,000 to send its mlddle-manage-
ment people to Oakland Community
College?

OCC got 1 rarc opportunity to toot
its own hormn when adminlstrators
answered that’ questlon 'nusday in
Kansas City.

The occasion was the arnual con-
vention of the American Associatlon
of Community and Junior Colleges
(AACLJC) —- when administrators
get together and, If warranlcd. doa
little academic braggin,

OCC has plenty to hrng abmﬂ ac-
cording to Royce West, an

Taledo-based company (ranked 101st
on this year’s Fortune 500 list) with
27,000 employees in North America
and nearly 40,000 worldwide. .

Dana has five plants or offices in
Michigan, including a plant in Au-
burn Hills and a commercial credit
office in Bloomfield Hills, with about
1,100 employees.

BUT FOR SIX weeks of the year,
Dana transplants about 30 middle-
management people to OCC, for in-
tense training In high tech areas like
CIM (computer integrated manufac-
turing) and CNC {computer aumeri-
cal contral).

“The program really works for
us,” said West, one of four panelists
at the AAC&JC convention in Kansas

al spokesman for the Dana Corp., a

City. It's a program that
enables ' our employees 1o work

toward a degree, while they learn
aboul the technology they nced on
the job.

West is in a position to know, He's
the munager of education at Dana
University, a business and technolog-
ical institute the company operates
near its corporate offices in Toledo.

Partially on his fecommendation,
Dana bypassed its own school — as
well as six other universities and
community colleges — 1o send ils
employees to OCC.

Some have already been to college
and may have a degree. Others may
have barely finished high school. But
they attend three-week sessions in
the spring and again in the fall at a
cost of about $3,000 per employee
per sesston in addition to regular
wages

“We looked a1 many options be-

fore deciding to send our people to
OCC,” West said. Two of the biggest
considerations are the equipment
and the faculty.

AT SOME OF the schools Dana
evalvated, classrooms were
equipped with outdated equipment,
West said. "Most (apparently) had
been donated by industry and much
of it was obsalcte.

“That's not the case at OCC. Hs
equipment is state-of-the-art.”

Equally important, West said, is
that faculty members have worked
in the manufacturing plants, “they
take a hands-on approach to problem -
solving. At other schools, faculty
members were heavy on advanced
degrees. But they just hadn't been
there, they didn't have the manufac-
turing experience.”
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HEATING SALES COMPANY
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23262 Telegraph « Southtield, Mich.

20% OFF any spring air conditioner check-up.
Service maintenance agreements very affordable.
Complete 24 hour service company.

352-4656

EXTRA CAR IN DRIVEWAY
CAR GETTING ON NERVES?
Help us heolp those In need

_ By denating your used car, boat. real
x nd recetve fafr market value as a
gy, tax deductlon when yau hemize.

CALL 373-9000

VOLUNTEERS OF AMERICA

TAXES TOO HIGH?

GET YOUR BEST BUY
IN BEDDING AT

Rest Wlth the Best
Stearns &’ Foster.

All Stearns & Foster bedding is on
sale now. Get the best quality at
the best price at Stat (b
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