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‘Mvaking friends on
a flight to Atlanta

It was an early morning flight, and 1 had
missed breakfast, so I was glad to sce the
1light attendant with her early morning snack
and her coffee pot. Especially her coffee pot.

We were on a Delta Alr Lines flight to At-
lanta, on a plane with two seats on cach side
and three scats In the middle. Flight attend-
ants were serving from alsles on both sides of
the mlddle section where I was seated,

dicts get when they haven't had thelr morning
coffce, so I was given one cup from the serv-
ing cart next to my seat and a second cup
from the cart in the oppostte alsle.

It was passed 10 me by an understanding
coifee drinker in the next seat. I reclprocated
by passing her my little paper cup of can-

. tatoupe chunks. .

“There are only three things In the world
that I can't cat, and one.of them is can-
taloupe,” Isaid. .

“PIl never be able to ask you to the melon
festival,” she said. “T live In Howell and we

. have a melon festlval cvery year.”

. sharing breakfast on a plane, so Jackle Rog-
, ers and 1 were soon swapping stories about
 hometowns and travel. Jackie was born in

Nashville, Mich, Her husband Russ, presently
- £—buricd.under- carphones, was born ang ralsed
In Chatlotte. They still have family in the

should have given me a clue,

September at Rogers Asphalt in Howell. Jack-
ie is an accountant, so she can't leave town
before the 1ax season ends. The Rogers were
flying 1o Atlanta to visit thelr daughter, Mar-
gene, who graduated from Howell High School

lives with her husband in Marietta, G .
We talked about travel patterns; no two
travelers ever have the same seript. Russ
. loves to fish in Lake St. Helen, north of West
 Branch, and the far northern wilderness of
- Ontarlo at Chime Bay, and to hunt deer in
. Michigan and caribou In the Coterado moun-
talns, .

Jackic hunts too . . . she shot her first cari-
bou tn Colorade last December . . . but her
real love is bowling. She bowls In Howell, and

once a year she goes to natjonal bawling com-
petitions.

About this time I remembered that my sece
retary’s husband, Jess Bahs, came from Nash-
ville. One of the women Jackie has been bowl.
ing with since high school days is Jess' grand-
molher, Louise Bahs, who still lives in
Nashville. N

“Once a year, four of'us longtime women
friends go to Las Vegas,” Jackic said, and
then we started swapping casino stories.

The plane tanded in Atlanta. We left by dif-
ferent aisles.

“Call mu sametimne.”

“Twill. You too.™

Maybe we will. She scems like the kind of
person T would like Lo know better. But even if
we don't, we know a lot about one another
after our (wo hours aboard the plane, | will
think of her whenever 1 pass the Vermontville
exlt of the expre v or when I find myself
within striking distance of a bowlng alley.

I had that desperate look that calfeinc ad-

Strangers don't stay strangers long when *

Charlotte and . Vermontville area, which

and Eastern Michlgan’ Unlversity’ and now. !
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of Tartans,

Thelog toss s
ona of your
more popular
events at
Alma's High-
land Festival &
Games, com-
ing up May 25,

Pholos compiimonts of Michigan Travel Burosy

Thousands are expected to crowd Alma on Saturday, May 25, for the High-
land Festival & Games. Here the bagplpe brigade marches by in the Parade

Celebrating
a Scottish
Spring

The sights and
sounds of Scotland
come to Alma

By Earl 8nodgrass
special writer

Alma, Mich. proudly calls itself “Scotland USA.” Never
more 50 than on May 24, 25 and 26 when it hosts the 24th
annval Atma Highland Festival & Games. These are bonnie
days when cveryone's a Scot.

For the festlval, the lown, and especlally Alma College,
take on the color and panache of auld Scotland the Brave. A
record number of elan socletles and organlzations will par-
ticipate, Including several Detroit-area Shriner bands and
the Celtic Pipcs and Drums of Birmingham. .

Everything commences with a parade down Main'Street
at 11 a.m. Saturday, May 25. Thousands are expected to
crowd the parade route to watch three dozen clans from
around the U.S. and Canada particlpate in the Parade of
Tartans.

You would never guess that Alma Is Scotland USA it you
djdn't visit at festival time. The only Scottlsh name I saw as
1"drove Into the city was McDonald’s. After lunch at a Mexi-
can restaurant on the main street, I stopped in at the Cham-
ber of Commerge, where [ was greeted by executive dlrector
M.A. Ferguson. He was wearing a klit.

Naw, thought thls Scotsman, that’s miore tike it. Ferguson
told me the Chamber of Commerce is exploring ways to
makcthechamber building Teflect-the-city' sniekname Ome———
idea s to make better usc of the city's officlal tartan, It's the
MacNeil of Barra, colored navy blue, yellow, green and
black. It's a dignified tartan simblar to that of the famous
Black Watch. .

Bryan Dinwoody, director of the Alma Publlc Library, and

a.wearcr of the tartan, says the Scotland USA theme comes |
{rom Alma College. The cotlege was founded by the Presby.
~ Terfari Chutch, which iti Ihe old country is called the Church
of Scotland. Alma College athletic teams are called The
Scots. .
Dinwoody is a former Detroiter whose grandfather mi-*
grated to Nova Scotia from Great Britain. Dinwoody was not
up on Scottish lore when he arrived here, but now he is an
enthusiast. He bought a kilt with hls clan's tartan and is
persuading his wife to do the same. .

Pleaso turn to previous page

Dancers like
these can be
seen al the
Alma Highland
Festival &
Games May 25,

Cedar Point on a ‘Mean Streak’ with new coaster

By Doris Scharfonberg
$poclal writer

- Notice to persons who love to be stam-dunked
through walls of negative gravity: Another stom-
ach-delying gratification is cranked up and ready
for your screams. .

. The world's highesl wooden roller coaster will
be Jaunched Saturday, May 11, at Cedar Point in
Sandusky, Ohio. The Mean Streak, a $7.5 million
basket-weave of cross beams and buttressed pil-

. Cedar Point's

. Mcan Streak,
goes into oper-’
atlon Saturday
- asthepark
- opens for the
now sepson.

DANIEL L. FEICHT

lars, contaning 1.5 million board feet of Southern

_yellow pine, has been checked and rechecked for
the big day.
Three 28-passenger trains have had their
sheels

‘The cars will take coastermanijacs to the top of
a 160-foot lift hill and drop them 155 fect at a 52-
degrec angle, reaching speeds of 65 miles per

out five feet above
-long track traces an

hour when the track le
ground. The ster’s mil

oblong path three times while navigating 12 hills
and valleys.

Why wood? Timber was used in the Mean
Streak because a more pliable wooden structure

glves riders an out-of-control fecling that can’t be
duplicated on steel coasters,
In 1980, fans took mor¢ than 14.3 million rides

on Cedar Point’s scream machines, which the Gul-

ness Book of lecords deseribes as the largest col-
Iection of its kind in the world. One classic, the

-Carkscrew flips riders upside down three time:
. -.somelimes directly above the midway. -

Sending you downhil! wet is the specialty of
nak City, an adjacent but separale Cedar Point
attraction. There are 10 slithery water slides plus
a splashy section for the tadpole set where kids

slide through chutes and Jadders, a training
ground for ihe big stuff.

1 riding the hills is not your cup of collee,
Cedar Painl has other Jures: Bengal vigers in
circus acts, live stage shows, a Ferris wheel, jun-
Rle safari, roving musicians, dolphin and sea lion

stunls, storybook characters and a 67-by-83-foot
movie screen showlng a film about transporta-
tion.

The history of Cedar Point as a playground goes|
back more than 100 years, with one of the originat

old hotels still on duty. The Breakers, bullt in
1905, has been deslgnated a Natlonal Histaric
Landmark. Its Tiffany glass touches and five-sto-
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The Mecan
Streak Is the
world’s high-
est wooden
roller coaster,
complement-
ing a plethora |
of similar con-
traptions at
Cedat Point, a
Sandusky,

-~ ~Ohig amuse-
ment park.
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