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Hearing postponed for undercover drug trafficker

By Janice Brunson *
Btall writer

A hearing on whether to dismiss
new "drug charges agalnst (ormer
Farminglon Hills drug trafficker Ar-
thur Abrams, whose testimony re-
Sulted In federal and state lndlet-

{ ments of 59 dealers and users, was
postponed Wednesday vntl late
. June,

Abrams, charged with consplracy
to dellver 225 to 649 grams of co-
caine and facing an additlonal 20 to

30 ycars In jail, Is currently serving

“time at the Western Wayne Correc-

tion Faclllty in Plymouth after pro-
batlon on'lessor drug charges was
revoked a year ago.

Abrams pled guilly In March 1988

* to distributing 50 grams of cocaine

after agreelng lo work as an inform-
ant for the Oakland County prosecu-
tor. He was sentenced (o flve years
prabatlon.

The new charges stem from alle-
gatlons that Abrams continued to
use and deal drugs after catering

Many vulnerable

By Darrell Pro:
statf wrilor

The AIDS cpidemlc, which has
" kllled 1,268 people in Michlgan since
1881, could be considered, ‘the dis-

. tase of the dying family,” sald Joy
Schumacher, AIDS coordinator for
the Oakland County Health Division.

An HIV/AIDS report, complied by
. the Michigan Department. of Public
Health, showed state and natlona)
Sl-lllsllcs leveling off - but young
Americans, mineritles, women and
children are becoming more suscep-
tible to the virus, Schumacher said.

Alds could be consldered the dis-
case of the dylng family, because of
its effect on the women of child
bearing age and their children.

Of the 2,080 cases reported in
Michigan, 435 affected people be-
tween the ages of 20 and 29 - which
Is almost ane quarter of the state’s
cases. These “are people infected
with the discase in thelr teen years
and later diagnosed with the virus
Schumacher said.

“The epidemic is hitting )oung
Amerlcans the hardest.”

Schumacher said the number of
cases of whites are higher, but In
proportion to the minority popula-
tion as a whole, there are more
blacks and Hispanics getting infect-
ed now than before,

‘IN MICHIGAN, 985 cases of
blacks with the disease were report-
od;' 45 Hispanics were diagnosed;
three Native Americans; and three
Asians.

In the metropolitan area, Detroit

had the highest number of cases re-
ported n the state with 839, Ozkland
County was sccond with 230 cases
and Wayne County outslde of Detroit
with 217,

“1 think a discase doesn’t know
Eight Mtle Road,” Schumacher said,

Initially, the predominant risk
groups were homosexuals and Intra.
venous drug users. Today, heterosex-
uals are now more ai risk, said
Becky Horan, nurse cpidemiologist
at . Joseph Hospital In Pantiac,

In the report, of the 73 cases In-
volving heterosexual activity (4%},
five were bisexual men. Women
have to understand If they date a
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into the agreement, thereby volding
it and subjecting himsel( to orlgina!
charges stemming from hls arrest in
December 1987.

Abrams maintalns police knew he
used drugs during the lengthy inves-
tigation {follawing his arrest, but
wailed until he had testifled In feder-
al and state court agatnst 33 dealers
and 28 users before revoking his pro-
bation and Illing new charges.

“THESE GUYS are trying to bury
me In here, alter I did so much for
them. It's wrong,” sald Abrams by

phone from the prison in Plymouth
where he is [ncarcerated.

Following hls * arrest, Abrams
worked with officers lmm the

Organization (SEMCO) In Livonla,
partleipating in sting operations and
wearing a microphone to tape drug
transactlons with suppllers and deal-
ers, and calllng former customers by
phone to sel! them drugs.

Durlng this perlod, Abrams sald
he was under severe stress and even
attempted sulelde on one occasion.

*1 told them (fn May 1988) I had a
severe drug problem (crack cocaine}
nnd Lhey Jooked Lhe other way.”

" SEMCO prosecutor Erlc Kaiser
sald, “I won't dlspute that, Most in-
formers used In drug cases are ad-
dicts. But It's their responsibility to
correct that status. Belng an addlct
doesn’t mean you" ve used today or
dealt today.”

Kaiser sald he and the officer In
charge of Abrams, Sgt. Ray White
who is no longer with SEMCO, knew
“at some point In time” that Abrams

was continuing to abuse lllicit drugs.

the Oakland County Probation De-

rtment. Test results proved nega-
tive and SEMCO officials contlnued
to utlllze Abrams as an informant.

“Certalnly he was uslng drugs,”
sald Abram's attorney, Michael
Friedman af Birmingham. “He had a
real bad hablt. He had a girlfriend
who had a real bad hablt.”

“Bul there 15 no hard and fast evi-
dence he was dealing, not commer-
clally dealing," Friedman added,

to ‘disease of the dying family’

blsexual man they ‘can contract the
dlsease, the experts sald.

“People don't realize there’s a lot
of bisexuality around,” Schumacher
sald.

A personal concern of Schumach-
crs, is the effect AIDS will have on
women and children.

Schumacher, who sald she is a
femintst, sald women and children
often do hot have Lhe resources and
skills to protect themselves. And
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with women often belng the only
mcans of support and care, a mather
who cantracts the discase, "has a
rea) impact on the family.”

Though the statistics are plateau-
ing and are not appearing as severc
as in the past, AIDS experts are con-
ccrnrd that people may become

In protecting
from the virus.

The number of people diagnosed is
positive, but the report may not glve
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the public a clear picture of the epi-
demle, Schumacher sald.

“Thls is really a disaster In slow
motlon,” she said.

Much of the AIDS transmission is

. still connected to intravenous drug

use. But with the rates of syphilis
cascs Increasing, there is a corvela-
tlon between those cases and crack
cocainc use, Schumacher said,

WHEN A PERSON takes cocaine,

their sexual drive increases < which
cauld account for a number of cases,
she said.

On the brighter side of the issue,
experis are happy to sce no increase
in the numbers of cases statewide.
Protection, education and medical
breakthroughs have contributed to
the stabillzing of the statistics, the
experts said.

Colleges are also provlding infor-
mation for people, Schumacher said.
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