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‘Follow precautions to enjoy safe swimming :’

Parents should
know pool safety

It’s that time of year agaln when families head to the

pools and beaches. It's also time tokeep in mind some
* safety tips to protect the swimmers, divers and water
lovers in your famlly, .. .

Consider that drownlng Is the second Teading cause of
accidental death around the home to children under 5
years ol age, according lo Farmington Hills Fire De-
partment officlals,

More than 4,600 drownlngs and ncar-drownlngs are
estimated to occur nation-
wide each year. An estimat.

" ed 350 children under age 5

could drtllwn this year in ‘We're

home swlmming pools and

spas when thelr parents or concerned

supervisors aren't looking. that anyone
Last year in Farmington

Hllls, a 2.ycar-0ld boy who dives

drowned In a swimming pool knows how to

In his parents' back yard, ac- dive safely.’

cording to a Farmington Richard

Rills fire report. The boy ap- — Hichard

parently -climbed up the Marinucci

stairs to the pool and fell in. Hills tire chief

"Drownlng is a silent acct-
dent. Thete's rarely a splash
or ery for help to alert par- .
ents to the problem. Tee, many times, parents belleve
that this tragedy could never happen to thelr family,"
fire chlef Richard Marinucel said,

CONCERN OVER child drowning accidents and wa-
ter safety has prompted the fire department to partici-
pate In “Operation Water Watch,” which is a national
effort to educate parents and pool and spa owners about
ways to prevent drownlng and dlving accidents.

According to the Natlonal Spa and Pool Institute
there are more than 6.5 mlition residential swimming
pools and spas tn the country. It's in these pools that
children under 5 drown. o

In most cases, the drownlng victim is a 1-2-year-old
boy who Is not tholight to be In the pool or spa area.

Parents and supervisors should be aware that chil-
dren this age are constartly devcloping new Interest
and capabllitics, A study of drownlng and near-drown-
ing incidents by the U.S. Consumer. Product Safety Com-

EVERY POOL should, at a minimum, have a barricr
completely surrounding it. The barrier should be a
fence, wall or portion of a building wall, If the house is
part of the barrier, the doors leading o the pool should
be equipped with an exit alarm or should be self-closing
and self-latching,

Parents and supervisors should maintaln constant eye

misslon shows that in most drownings or ncar-drown-
ings, supervision of children lapsed momentarlly.
Nearly 50 percent of the children were last scen In-
side the home. For this reason, a well-majntained barrl-
er should be in place between thé living area and the
pool or spa. : .

confact whén children are in or near any body of Waler. — tes

In the time it takes to answer a single phone call, a
child, if leit alone, could be in great danger. X
Never take your eyes off your child — even for' a
sccond — In or near a ‘swimming pool, hot tub or spa.
Alsg don't consider your children “drown-proof” be-

cause they have been enrolled in swimming classes,
Don't rely on Inflatable devices to keep your child
afloat. They aren’t substitutes for supervision, Marinuc-
<i said.

It’s imperative, Marinucci said, that parents or athers
responsible for the children, know how to administer
Tif i 1

pool as well as emergency phone numbers.

Diving safely is of equal concern as an cstimated 560-
700 recreational swimmers could be seriously injured
diving into shaltow areas of lakes, ponds, streams and
swimpming pools.

car Imonary
phionc shoold he available at” the

Walter Stone,
a swimming
instructor at
the Mercy
Center,
shows 5-
year-olds
. Michael
Cobb (lefi)
and Sean
Baldwin how
to stay afloat.
With warmer
weather
around the
carner,
Farmington
Hills fire
officizls are
urging safety
and
awarcness
for children
around pools, *
hot tubs and
spas,

PETER BALOWIN |

- “We're concerned that anyone who dives knows how
ta dive safely, whether they're diving into a pool. lake,
ponid or river. Learning how Lo dive 15 just as important
as learning haw ta swim. Both can be worth your life,”
Marinueei said. .

Diving should always take place 10 the deep end of 3
poal where there a clear diving path of at least 25 feet
off the stde of a diving board. shide or uther poot equip-
meal. Never try 1o dive through a imnee tube o other
pool toy

Marinucer warns that no vne should eve
head first inte an above-ground pool b
deep enough.

dive or shde
e they aren't
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DAYS ONLY
Save A on
Drexel Showease
solas.
famous quality in
five beantiful styles and anex-
ceptional selection ol custam
order fabries. All ot o iere
ST990.00. Thisspecinlofterends
Monday it 9:00 pny. And re-
member, during Gorman's
Anniversary Sale you can
save 109 to 4007 storewide,
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Drexel Sofas Are Truly Quite Fine
Now They’re Seven Hundred Ninety-Nine.
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