Computers are creatlng an autombtlve wonderland

As Jaded as I have become about,
the marvels of computers, 1 was
more or less flabbergasied a few
months ago when [ was Invited to
Jook at a mew computer. system
bought by a guy whose Interest was
in deslgning a hetter rowboat.

What startled me was recognizing
the system as being pretty much the

same as one dcvelapcd about eight

years ago from scrateh™to win back
the America’s Cup. That first system
set back Chrysler, among others, $10
mitlion in paid and donated research
to develop, and here it was, sitting
on the guy’s dining room table, at a
retail price of about $7,000.

OK, so jt's just another story about
how cheap these things are getting.
But It also lllustrates how quickly an

Wartime is NOT the time to stay out of stock

extremely sophisticated design pro-
cess today can end up In the hands of
about anybody wha takes an Interest
in it. If you are wondering about
cars, & month or so ago I lalked to a
hohbyist-engineer 1ype who already
is saving to buy a similar system to
design his dwn sports car, He has to
buy new drapes for his wife first,
though.

Both computer systems are deri-
vatives of sométhing called comput-
er-aided design (CAD), which has had
a profound cffect on how cars are
designed tn the past several decades.

Essentially, CAD systems store all
the elements of information needed
to design a component, or evin an
entire automobile, in a data base
that feeds individoal terminals, A
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deslgaer sits at-a terminal, and can y world’s auto companies are becom-

actually sketch out a drawing on his
screen. Then, the dimensions and
even the physical characteristics of
what has been drawn come to life,
and the computer can actually carve
a full-seale model, or even a se1 of
production tnolds, using the picture
on the screen.

More and more, the data afd com-

puter systems  operated by the

One of the greatest fears Ameris
cans have rclates te the ramifica-
tions of fighting the war in the Gulf
region.

Even by conservative estimates,
the war is going to cost in excess of
$60 billion. not counting the cost of
humanitarian aid given to various

ing the essence of what a car is alt
about, The data bases store every-
thing, fram new decigns to repair
parts. They interact on & worldwide
scale, so that a designer in Germany
citn quickly Lep into the thoughis of 4
gquy in D-arborn.

IN A curious way. the reliance on
these data hases 1o produce cars is
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countries and r the econo-
mics affected by the war.

Such a large expenditure in one
year could ruin the US. cconomy
and play havoc in the investment
world.

There is nolhing new in this line of
thinking. The markel reacts nega-
tively 10 abl wars and other types of
crises. Cansequently, most investors
believe that it's belter to liquidate
all investments and sit tight on lig-
uid cash until the cconomy has re-
covered from the war hlues.

While the above argument ap-
pars logical and thercfore the con-
clusion seerms reasonsble, the histor-
e duta does not supporl the argu-
ment.

The accompanying chart,
goes all the way back 1o the War of
1812, demonstrated that wars, and
crises brought on B8 wars, ceused
share profits 1o rise after the initial
surprise and fear
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The: eleetrical division of Gavin
Design Limited in Sylvan Lake is
doing custom cabinetry waork at St.
Hugo of the -Hills Catholic LInJth.
Bloomheld Hils

Grace & Witd Studios in Farming-
ton Hifls 1s using a DF/X Composi-
um for video graphivs.

Eric §. Canvasser of Farmington
Hills, a certified public accountam,
opened his practice at 6960 Orchard
Lake Road. Suite 204, West Bloom.
{icld 48322,

The Society of Plastics Engineers,
35,000-member international snciety
has named Ray D, Elshrenner & Co.
of Troy ta provide public relations
counsel

1al Industeial Publicity Inc. ot
Tray and 1ts subsidiary HIP Adver-
Uising Service was appointed public
relations and advertising agency for
Inter-Lakes Bases Inc. In Fraser.

Brava, o conlemporary women's
tsgh faskion shop, opened in down.
town -Birmingham. The store is at
167 Woodward, three doors north of
Maple

The creative efforts of Kane and
Kane Inc, of Birmingham were rec-
ognized when television, radic and
print ads 1t produced for Istand of
Boblo received top 1990 Brass Ring
awards.

5.
" Canficld Pawers & Associates lne.
was named advertising and public

relatioms agency for Sir Lawrenee's

Food Co.
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changing the rolg of the corporations
themselves. The huge pool of capital
formerly represented by the Invest-
mcnl In machine tools and stamping

ses is being supplanted by the
snee stored 1n these comput-

A few days ago, Ford put on a truv
ly amazing dumonstration of what
-these systemns are capable of today.
A few sketches from un artist quick-
iy was transformed into a three-di-
mensional computer nage that then
ually be cra :sted on the
tube. You could even wateh the air-
by deploy

It was, of course, a multe-bilhen
dullar effort that teoh years 1o de-
velop Ford s in i racre with all the
other: Major auta coapanies inoan-

Suomy advice 1o you s 1o use i
cautious bt pasitive strategy 1o play
the stack market

Seminar “How to Use Everytiung
frurn Mutual Funds and Annuities to
Insurance Poliews -and Cbs. The
rowill run $-9 30 pm Tues
d;\_ May 14,0 the offires of Coordi-

crcnsmg 11s use of these systems.to
speed products to market. Ultimate-
iy, the winner is the one that wijl
dominate the world auto business. .

Then 1 remembered the guy at h[x
kitchen table. I figure it's about
three years before some other guy,
maybe in his living room, will be
able to duplicate what Ford ts doing
tuday with computer design — the
intellectua)  equivatent of having
your own assembly line in your ga-
rage

I truly don’t know where all this is
ht:ade

Dun McCosh is automotive edi-
tar for Popular Science mago-
NUTY

market

notid Financtal Planning at 3250 W
Iy Beaver, Suile 540, Troy.
Reservations requised,

53884,

telephone

Sul Mittra s a professor of
Sianee, sehoul of busmess at
Ouitund Unieeraity and owner of
Conrdinated Finaneial Planning.
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Coulda-Shoulda-Woulda
Risk-Taking in the *90s
Althe end of your life, you'll prob-
ably regret all of the things you
haven't done more than you'll ap-
preciate the things you have accom-
plished.  Most people dic having
ncver  even dared their
Why don’t most people ke
chances? Why arc people hesitant
to pursue the things they have als
ways wanted todo? Dr. Julic White,
inlcmationally acclaimed speaker,
author and trainer on the wpic of
risk- l:lLIﬂL will bc presenung a
powerl ful seminaron Monday, May
202t 7 p.m. She will show you how
1o make along lenn commtment io
a well though: out plan of acuon,
Her program emphasizes the am-
poruince of risk-taking and how it
can cnhance your personal apd pro-
fessional lives. We all have oppor-
tuaites; it's whal we do with them
thatmakes s diffezence inout ives,
Tickews are on saibe now. Call(313)

362-2424 for more information.
[

assion. *
“*The Motivato

Les Brown: A Legend in

Detroit and Beyond...
You may have seen han in his re-
‘cent PHS Channel 56 television
special “You Deserve™. Or rau
may have seen him on a Channel 4
news special or heard his populas
‘motivational tapes. Heishnownian
dthattitlecomes
with good reason. Back in the fitth
grade, Les was labeled “Edpcably
Menlally Rewarded.” and put tack
e the fourth grade. Theough s
own efforts, Les Brown oo
high school, and o fro
Jockey W broadaast m:in.l_
wentontocanm bl it
seatin the Ohio Le, }.hl.lluu 'l s
he is one of the most w
motvanonal speakers in
recently s inpearned e C.PA Y
the highest honor amarded by the
National Speakers Avsnnton. 1.es
Brownwillbe speaking livconstage
onJuly 29a1 7 pm. Tichets yoon
sale this week. Call 3135 362
for more inlonuaton,
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Sale on new and use:

POWER BROKERS

Sth Annual
Spring Warehouse Sale
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INVENTORY REDUCTION SALE

1S 1Y XT, 20MB BRIVE
WITH MOND MOATTOR
$499
THM PS 2 MOD 507, J0MB NI
1M RAM. VGA COLUR
$1600

WITH MO

LOCATION:
l-l(lN ALLEN RD.
()Y. .\!I

l‘i
OF WAR}I"()USK

ROCHISTER KD

COMPAY IN6. 20\

725 - A1100-

+*PLUS MUCH, MUCH MORE"*
IBM, COMPAQ. NEC. TOSHIBA. OKIDATA
HAYES. EPSON, HEWLETY PACKARD

AP 2 MODEL G0 2000 0D

MOMTUR 1M RAY VOA COLOR

16 Py 2 MOD W5, 40 1D
1MH RAM, VGA COLOR -
S1700

thru Mother's Day

With purchase of selected giit boxes
filled with assorted chocolates,

- Sunday, May 1 2th.

(While supplies last!)

Ganic Noay Candics’

Milk Chocolate Rose E""

for Mom
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Wonderland Mall - Livonia

501 W, 14 Mile Road - Madiron Huights .

Summit Place Mall - Waterford !

Twelve Oaks Mall - Nowi |

A Lakeside Mall - Sterling Heights

Frenchtown Square - Monroe
Fairlane Town Center - Dearbom

Universal Mall - Warren
Laurel Park Place - Livonia
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