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[Judge

delays -

larceny

exam

vAttorney gets time

"to prepare defense

By James Radebaugh
staft writer

A West Bloomfield man charged
with defrauding area ophthalmolo-
glsts will find out June 10 whether
he will stand trial.

Forty-seventh District  Judge
Margaret Schaetfer on Monday in-
terrupted a prelrial exam to glve
an attorney representing Harvey
Aldem more time to prepare a de-
fense agalnst the one-count charge
of larceny by cenverslon. The June
date was the carllest the judge, at-
torneys and two witnesses could

| agree on to reassemble.

Before the adjournment, Dr.
Robert Netzel, a Bloomfield Hills
ophlhalmulngm and a trustce of
the Orchard Lake Ophthalmologist
Prolit Sharing Plan, testified that
in 1987 he invested $14,000 of the
plan’s money with a finanelal firm
headed by Aldem. The firm, Utah
Mortgage of Farmington Hills,

:| failed to pay any Interest and all

but $2,000 of the principal, Netzel
testified

ny was never subject to foreclo-
sure and that he repald Utah Mort-
gage in full in 1989,

Questloned by defense attorney
Randy Davidson, Netzel testified

Py -
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"vented Davidson from obtalning 52

ges of documents from Davis un-
til shortly before the exam, docu-
ments Davidson sald be needed to
study to argue that Aidem showed
ro eriminal intent.

that he made about 25
with Utah since the early 1980s,
and that about 12 of them were
pald in full.

Prosccutor Margaret Davis ar-
gued that the testimony and docu-
mentary evidence showed that
Aldem failed to pay the ophthal-
mologists group and that hao lied to
avoid dolng so. The prosecutar
must show probable cause to be-
lleve that a erime was committed
by Aldem to have the case bound
over for trial In circuit court.

the defend-
ant's right to present evldence,
agreed to adjourn the exam. If con-
victed of the charge, Aldem could
be sentenced to up to four years In
prison.

A more serious false pretenses
charge, which could bring a 10.
year prison term, Is pending
against Aldem In circuit court.

OQutslde the ‘courtroom, Detec-
tive Darnel Kraus, of the Farming-
ton Hills Police, said that a number
of other investors have lost money

C'ville schools chief
_qUits"“Over"""phi"|osophys._“__

" By Busan Buck

statf writer

Jcrry Munﬂm]!o bnx rulgned as

Schoal District nﬂzr lm than two
years ‘In his post, the shortest
amount of time served by anyone in
that position.

Monticello,

who resigned last

. week, sald he has no future plans.

“The board and I have lepnrnte
phllosophies,” Monticello, 54, said, “I
have reslgned from the dulricl We
are parting In good graces.”

Monticello declined to describe hls
philosophy. The distrlct includes
northeast Livonia, southeast Farm-
[ngton Hills, and northwest Redford.

THE SUPERINTENDENT had

two years lelt on his contraet.
The board Monticel

lo's contract, dropped the-last year— ..

of his contract and agreed to
him as a consultant for the 1991-92
school year at a fee of $80,000. Mon-
ticello was hired in July 1909,
The resignation takes effect June
0,

"I chose to leave the superinten-
dency due to a difference in opinlon
with the Board of Education con-
cerning our objectives,” Monticello
wrote in a May 10 letter to the Ob-
server,

“Slnce it is Important that a board
and superintendent work closely lo-
gether, T feel that It is best for the
wellare of Clarenceville (o find a su-
perintendent more closely atlgned to
the board's style of operation. I will
continue to be an administrator for

thenext-year-handling-special-proj

“He would like to move on to other
things,” Dunklee said. “He would
like to-move out of education, It's
time for both parties to go in differ-
ent directions.

“There had been some tensions.
We llke goals to be very set out and
paced. There was nothing particular.
It was a number of things. The mar-
rlage wasn't working out. I's not a
personallty conflict.”

IN MONTICELLO'S consultant
positfon, Dunklee expects him to
“keep us Informed of what's going on
in L.'mslng.

“He has an ear-to-the-ground leg-
istative approach,” Dunklee sald.
*He has a lot of

Monticello lives in Livonia within
the Clarenceville school boundaries,
‘The Taylor school district has 14,000
students compared to Clarenceville's
1,700 students.

During 2 90-minute selectlon in-
terview In June 1989, Monticello
sald that relationships between atu-
dents and teachers are “really the
only important thing.” He told a
Taylor second-grader that the school
superintendent is a “teacher's help-
er.”

MONTICELLO HOLDS a 1962
master of arts degree from the Unl.
verslty of Michigan and a 1958 bach-
elor of sclence degree from Wayne
State University.

Monticello worked 23 years in the
Warren Consolidated scheol district
holding slx high-level positions. Pre-

_ vlous to that he taught in_both the
Warren and Clintondale districts

He served on the Oakland Commu-
nlty College board and was presldent
of the Wayne County Superintend-
-ents Assoclation.

“People bave to have dignity and
when I deal with them they have to
know they have dignity. I consider
that my primary task,” Monticello
once sald about contract negotla-
tions,

He has described his management
techniques as beng flve-fold: in-
volvement, personal commitment to
the final pmducl. assessment, plan-
ning and execution. “I need to have
mazxlmum Involvement. I'm talking
:nbout owmnhlp Fuce to face

replaced i

catlon.”

Afdem. the 'S

-| @ssured Netzel that the ophthal-

mologists group would be repaid as

.| soon as he forectosed on a business

Utah . Mortgage had loaned
$250,000 in 1986, according to testi-
mony.

. THE RECIPIENT OF the loan,
Milchac] Weger, president of Weger

Deofense-attorney-Randy-David-
son countered that criminal intent
must be proved to convict a de-
fendant of larceny by conversion.
“There arc a number of cases all
the time where people don't get
pald, and these cases belong in clvil
court,” Davidson said,

Utah:

"A lot of people are heping
against hope that eventually they'll
get thelr money . . . . I'm not sure
anybody will get thelr money at
this polnt,” he sald.

Netzel later sald privately that
he's glven up hope of getting the
money back, but that he hopes a
trial will “glve us some answers.”

A MIX-UP APPARENTLY pre-

P proj
eets.” .
So far, an acting superintendent
had not been named. The board
planned a meeting Tuesday evenlng
to discuss their next step in selecting
a new superintendent. .
Vernice Dunklee, school board
president, said that it was a “mutual
detislon” between the board and
Monticello that he resign.

ent Michael Shibler whe leit-the dis-
trict in 1939 to become superintend-
cnt of Rockford Publlc Schools, near
Grand Rapids.

In Montlcello’s pmvivus position
as Taylor Public Schools superin-
tendent, Montleello made $74,000 in
the final year of his contract. He
took an $8,600 pay cut when he came
to Clarencevilie.

Previous to taklng his Clarence-
ville position, Montleelle spoke
about his career goals. "I am, as su-
perintendent, what I conslder at my
ultimate. I am where I want to be. I
have probably flve good years and I
want to use them as superintendent.

“I'm looking to have this as my
last phase of my carcer. I want to
have fun.”
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