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While the Motor City is quite tamiliar to comedian Steve
Billnitzer, he lives [n Toledo because he belleves it puts him in
a better geographic position to make some of his Midwestern
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Glass Clty cynic turns into cut-up

By Bob Sadler.
speclal writer

May 20, Steve Blilnltzer compet-
ed, along with 24 other comles, for
the right to open up at the Dave
Coulier/Dennls Miller show at Pine
Knob the followlng day.

Though Jlm McLean took the
prize, the regular open’ mike night
crowd at Mark Ridley's Comedy
Castle (n Royal Oak recelved a spe-
cial treat,

Qriginally {from Toledo, Billnltzer
spent his childhood shuffling back
and forth between the Motor and

- Glass cltles. Upon graduating from a

‘Toledo suburban high school, he at-

" tend the Unlversity of Michlgan,

Alter worklng In advertlsing In

" Detroit for a number of yedrs, the

cynical Billnitzer now docs stand-up
full-time and has moved back to —
you guessed it — Toledo,

"It's the center of the universe, as
we all know,” said Billnitzer, who
actually started performing comedy
on stage in 19BB. “People stop here
from alt over the galaxy for splmual
and intellectual fulfillment . . . or

g ( Taledo) the center of the '
universe, as we all know. People stop
here from all over the galaxy for
spiritual and intellectual fulfillment

. .. or just to change a tire on the way

to Cleveland.’"
— Steve Bilinitzer .
comedian

there. There's no lmigw
nothing.”

Billnitzer grew up m!mirlng the
humor of The Three Stooges, the
Marx Brothers, Jack Benny and oth-
cers of that bygone era.

“I remember watching Red Skel-
ton and thinklng what a great thing
that would be to do,” he said.

While he currently is content with
performing his comedy on stage, he
cventually sees himsclf moving be-
hind the scenes. He thinks his future
ts in comedy writing — for cither
television or movies. e already has

There's

fust to change a tire on the way to
Cleveland.”

He actually believes living in To.
ledo puts him in a better geographic

* six-foot caucasian, 180 pounds, last
steen wearing a blue blazer and driv-
ing a black Hyundai BS miles an hour

pesition to make some of his Mid-  down 1-75.

western gigs. Plus, they have “the Then, he gol to the heart of the
best hot dogs In the world at Tony  matter.

Packo’s,” Bilinitzer said . “Yeah, I'm cynical"” Billnitzer

. said. “It’s a pre-reguisite in this busi-
ness. I like 10 tell jokes because |
like jokes. What I don't like is the
humor by identification that you see
everywhere today. There's no joke

WHEN ASKED to describe him-
self and his brand of humor, that
cynical cdge resurfaced. First, he
deseribed himseli.

“Palice would .describe me ‘as a .

some in progress and
readily admits an interest in some-
day writing for sitcome in the meld
of “Married With Children™ or
"Dear John.™

“f consider mysedl to be a good
comic but a great writer.” Killnitzer
added. “That's what I've been works
ing for.” .
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COMEDY CLUBS

Here are listings of some come-
dy clubs in our arca. To let us
know who is appearing at your
club, send the information to:
Comedy Listings, Observer & Fe-
centric Newspapers, 36251
Schoolcraft, Livonia 48150.

@ COMEDY CASTLE

Leo DuFour will perform with
Mark Still Tuesday-Saturday, May
28-June 1, at the Comedy Castle, 269
E. Fourth, Royal Oak. Show tlme is
8:30 p.m. Tuesday through Thursday
and 8:30 and 11 p.m. Friday and Sat-
urday. For reservations, call §42-
9900,

® JOEY'S ALLEN PARK

Kirk Notand wili perform Wednes-
day-Saturday, May 29-30, at Joey's
Comedy Club and Sports Emporium,
15246 Southfield Road, Alten Park.
Show times are 8 p.m. Wednesday
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Bill Thomas appears Friday
and Saturday, May 31 and
June 9, at Mainstreet in Ann
Arbor.
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The Center of Attention
Two for Bsr’cakfns; Weekend

Pamper yourself at the Troy Marriott
and enjoy everything the area has to offer.
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“Three Ways Home™
...powerful theatre
- that demolishes storeolypes.”

FOR TICHETS AND INFO!

+875-828
Thed Ave 6 W Grand Blvd

Rcress tegm e Fyrer Toegtre Parmsg Lot

Charleys ——
EVERY DAY VALUE
HALF SLAB RIBS

Sunday and Monday
Chatley's Oritinal Recipe Cole Slaw
and rmm; Baked Tavern Bread

695

PASTA YOUR WAY
Tuesday. Thursday wnd Saturday
(Seconds On Ush
Your Chite of Five Special Sauces.
Chittley's Original House Saladt. and
Freshly Buked Tavern Wiead

FISH FRY

Wednesiday und Friday
(Seconds On Us)
Cliarley's Original Recipe Colr Slaw and
Freshly Baked Tavesn Bread

$695

Twin Medallions of
Tenderloin Wesley.
A Complete Dinner
For $12 95.
Who Could Beef?

lerlotn, -.dm(-mllnpt-rl'l-(Iinn .

- Fairlane
836-8550 -

- Eastside
884-2811

- Livonia - Bloomficld
- 422-4550 855-2244

SHOWCASE Observer &
CINEMAS Eecentric
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WIN MOVIE TICKETS® TO
SHU’WCASE CINEMAS AUBURN MILLS'
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I sauce of tomatoes, s

Sheraton Southfield Hotel.

With our expansive salad bar, choig e oi potato,
vegetable medley, amd feesh ralis and butter.
All for a mouth-watering $12.4%.

And you'll enjoy vour dinnee all |Iu more because
it's served in the warm setting of Scasons Cale inthe

16400 LL. Hudson Dove,

Southfield. For seservations ¢ all 5596500

SEASONS R
T At .

aliy Figid and VWhiodpi—
Goldberg star'in this
comedy aboui the
off-camera. otf-color
lives of 3 daylime
503D 0pRra Cast

QUIZ: Sally Field starred with Julia Roberts, Darryl Hannah
and Dolly Parton [n which film? A} Absence of Malice
B) Rot Without My Daughtes  C) Steel Magnotias
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DINING & ENTERTAINMENT
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2000 Prantestial Tow n Center, Southfi
Lunih, MonI'ri. Dinner. Man,

‘Come Out And Play
At

R

The area's most sparkling
new night spot.
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