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Maureen Paufin demonstrates her pitching delivery Tuesday
night in the Catholic League championship softball game in
the sequence of photos above. The senior tosaed a four-hitter

as Mercy defeated Riverview Gabriel Richard 1-0 at King Bor.
Ing Fleld in Dearborn. Katie Hetfernan scored the only run on
freshman Erin Wiehe's sacrifice tly. The Marlins take a 25-8
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record in district tournament play this weekend.

Paulin pitches Marlins to league crown

By Noal Zipser
staff writor

Maureen Paulin didn't run off the field

yelllng “I'm going to Tiger Stadlum” alter

leading Farmington Hills Mercy to Its first
Catholle League A-B softball title Tuesday.
But the senjor plicher was honored
.. Wednesday as the league's Female Athlete
of the Year at Tiger Stadium. The thought of
the honor never entered Paulin's head while
leading the Marlins over Rivervlew Gabriel
Richard 1.0 al Dearborn's King Boring
Ficld,

“1 am exclted about golng to Tiger Stadl-
um, but I knew I had to put that aside," said
Paulln, who surrendered only four hits.

Behlnd several key defenslve plays, Pau-
lin pltched out of severa) threats and strand-
ed seven Pioneer baserunners.

“The defense came through with some big
time plays, and Maureen came through with

some big Lime strikeouts and key pitches to
get the outs we needed,” an elated Mercy
coach Suzanne Brown sald. .

BROWN, WHO i [n her slxth year as
coach,” sald she wasn'l surprised at .the
team’s (itle but admitted she didn't expect
to see her team win the league,

“It has taken six ycars for them to do
what I.have told them to do,” Brown said,
“They can write a book on what I have
taught them. I'm not thinking about repeat
for a long time, but I'm Jookling (orward to
next year."

Mercy (25-8) scored the game’s only run
on a sacrifice fly in the second inning. Soph-

omore Katle Heffernan. led off the inning -

with a sharp single to center fleld, just out
of the reach of Richard's Jilt Nowakowski.
Senior Maura Pheney was then hit in the leg
by a pltch, and both runnera advanced on a
bunt by senlor Kim Relchard.

Relchard's bunt was lielded cloanly by the
Ploneers' Corrle Gizleki, but her throw to
third base was late in attempting to force
out Heffernan. Afler a force at the plate,
Heffernan scored on a sacrifice fly to left by
freshman Erin Wiche.

Wiche, who played mest of the year on
Mercy's junlor varsity squad, was mistaken-
ly left off the game's program, left out of
the pregame introductions and almost
missed during the post.game award an-
nouncements. But her run batted in proved
to be the game’s blggest play.

“WE BROUGHT her up {o the varsity af-
ter her season on JV was over, and she real-
ly cranked the balt off the pltching ma-
chine,” Brown said. "I nceded someone to
put the ball in play and had her in the lineup
{as designated hitter).”

Relchard also made two key defensive
plays behind the plate. In the first innlng,

she gunned down Richard’s Dana Klbit who
was attempting to steal. In the fifth inning,
Relchard nailed Nowakowski at second with
a perfect throw.

Another big defensive play was turned In
by Heffernan, With runners on first and sec-
ond in the sixth tnning, the shortstop made a

shoestring catch on a sinking tner to end the -

Pioneer threat.

Richard {32-9) got a bascrunner in the scv-
eoth Inning on 2 walk but couldn't advance
her. Merey ended the game and captured the
champlonshlp as right fielder Marcy East-
man caught Kibit's fly balk,

"I felt my adrenalin flowing toward the
end of the game,” sald Paulin, who walked
three and struck out three while improving
to 18-5 on the year, “I was very happy with
the defense, T always have confidence In the
team.”

~'wi-: WERE hitting the ball hard but right

at people and that hurt us,” Richard coach
Bob Wilkersop said. “We had a good season
and today both teams played great.. You
have to glve Mercy credit, but I'm very
proud of my team.” .

The Ploneers, who won thelr first Catholic
League champlonship last season, lost to the
Marllns twice earlier in the season, &3 and
9-8. .

“We were confldent we could hang close
with them,” Witkerson sald. “It’s hard to
beat a team three times in one year, but
they did."

“The two wins didn’t make me confident,
because those wins were during the seasen
and the playolfs are the only games that re-

ally matter,” Brown'sald. “They were com~

ing off a four-game day when we played
them, and I would much rather have this
win.” . !

Carolyn Muszynski pitched near-flawless
sofiball after the first inning for Richard.

Leon Jefferson took tifth place in the shot put
Tuesday at the WLAA meo!. Harrison team-
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mates Tony Shaieb and Blazo Sarcevich were
first and third in the event, respectively.

Hawks have best finish

among city trio in WLAA

McDonald & Company

builds velationships -
- that work for
JP McCa{thy.'

By Brad Emons
staff wrltor

The odds are usually in Plymouth
Salem’s favor when when it comes to
win, place or show In the Western
Lakes Actlvitles A boys

boys
track

track meet.

‘The Rocks, unbeaten this scason In
dual meets, Lakes Division champi-
ons and winners of three Invitational
crowns, lived up to their favorite's
rolc by winning thelr flrst WLAA
crown slnce 1985-in the 12.school
meet, held Tuesday at Livonla
Churchill.

“We've been pretty consistent
over the ycars, a couple thirds, a
fourth and a second In there, but it’s
been awhlle since we've won it,” sald
Salem coach Gary Balconl, whose
team scored 150 polnty.

Two-time  defending champlon
Westland John Glenn finlshed second
with 102 polnts. Plymouth Canton
galned third with 78%, [inlshing
ahead of Western Dlvision champlon
Northvllle, which settled for & fourth
place tle with the host Chargers at
72 cach. See statistical summary.

The Rocks followed thelr game
plan (o perfection, scoring in all 18
events they entered (with the excep-
tton of the pole vault).

- "AFTER EVERY .EVENT wec

looked at, we were always right on
the money,” Balconl said. “[ Xncw
John Glenn was good up-front In the
meet, but we were solld throughout.
As lough as Glenn and Canton were,
we folt we had no weaknesses in any
cvent. We had tremendous leader-
ship from our senlors and everybody
dug down in the hot weather.”

With temperatures climbing
above the 90-degree mark, depth
would come Into play.

Salem captured two Individual tI-
tles and two relay crowns.,

Leon Hister won the long jump
with aleap of 21 feet, 2% inches,

He also leamed up with Todd
Forbes, Jim Ramsay and Matt Per-
ron o surprise the 400-meter relay’
field, posting a flrst-place time of
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So dovs J B McCarthy:

That's why L has rebed on McDonukd &
Compur Seauiies sowe 1975

tn fact, although he's one of the country's
top radio personalties and can affond the hgthedt-
prced Wall Street advisors, LI consults
McDorald & Companty hefore makang any taor
anestment deasion.
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W Lahe the time to understand bis needs and
after varetlly rescat bed gaetiment produds that
it = smetimies ux hadang var own ecluste
RIanangts

That's hea 3icDonakd people help buald the
il strength of enestons, busnesses and
wommunities throughout Mahgtan

For unestiment ibwe of imestment banking,
Mcbonald & Compary bulds aelaonships that
work Just ask aroand
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