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.Scared To Te;hch‘?

Why sex education in Farmington
schools? Cannot the parents do a better job
at home? Pagents probably can, but Mar-
tha Mahan presents an dnalysis in today’s
edition which shows that, for the most part,
parents don’t.
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March or April or...

The Board of Education in Farmington
was going to vote Monday night on the
proposed human sexuality curriculum.

Instead, trustees voted 4-2 to make the de- -

cision at thezcy’arch 22 meeting when the
issue could receive a tie vote.
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Maﬁy Faces Of Lib

They considered many questions re-

lated to women'’s liberation when,they cele
brated International: Woman’s Day on the -

OCC campus Monday. So we had two re-
porters on the scene, and you can read

Pal:ish Parents Organizing

To Keep Sorrqwé Open

Our Lady of Sorrows Cath-

olic High School in Farming-

ton may not reopen next fall

with the parish operating the
“\school for-only grades 1-9.

A group of parishioners has
organized-an ad hoc commit-
tee to keep the high school
open, but the final decision
will be made March 15 by
Cardinal John Dearden, arch-
bishop of Detroit.

DEARDEN HAS set the
March 15 deadline for all
Catholic schools in the Arch-
diocese of Detroit to submit
criteria on their operations to
determine their financial
conditions,

NS WALNU

Ounce the reports are in,
Dearden will decide if Sor-~
rows High will remain open
and also whether St. Fablan
Catbolic School will open next
fall. 4

St. Fabian, on W. 12 Mile
in Farmington Twnship, is
in its sixth,year of operation
and enrollf 415 students in
grades one through six.

OUR LADY OF SORROWS.
has 314 students in grades $-
12 and 647 in grades 1-8.

The ad hoc committee] of]
laymen wanting to keep QLS
High operating is chal by
Mrs. Jane Fieten and Roger

~Bergeron.
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Bergeron says it appears

“the guidelines established by

the archdiocese will make it
financially impossible to keep
:the high school open.

The decision to close the
digh school was announced
Feb. ‘28 by the Sorrows’
school board, which further
said it was hoped the arch-
‘dibeese would allow the board
to operate the grade school
through the ninth grade.

Shortly after the announce-
ment, a group of concerned
parents formed the ad hoc
committee and called for a
meeting of all parents of

" school children. “The meet-
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ing was well. attended and
orderly with an intelligent
discussion of all the problems
m'grvad says Mrs. Fieten.

ncouraged by a signed
pledged of financlal and/or
moral support, by 250 of the
260 persons attending, a

burden on the already
strained budget by adding 300

lents at a cost of
,000, he states, but
could also create a problem
of overcrowdiag in some

committee was selected for
the express purpose of form-
ing a program of financial
responsnbilny that will be
acceptable to the arch-
liocese.

THE CLOSING of Sorrows
High could pose somewhat of
a problem to the Farmington
School District, adds Berga
ron.

Pressu
For Fr
"Ramp

Concerted local efforts are B
pressure the |

- being made to

State nghway Dept. into
approving major road pro-
]ects in the Farmhs;ton
Area.

Spearheading the effort for
new interchanges are the

Farmington Chamber of |

Commerce, the City of Far-

mington and Farmington A
= . Township.
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THE CITY has joined the
Chamber in a dual effort to
convince me state to locate

\
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PQlng Legal Expenses

hange at 1-96 and
Farmmgwan

The chamber is cooperat-
ing with the township for
major improvements at
Gmd River and Halstead, I-

6% and Halstead, and Or-"
cbard Lake and I-6%.

Drawn into the lobbying
efforts as mediators have °
been Sen. Carl Pursell (R-
14th) and Rep. Raymond L.

Will Township, State,
Or County Pay' Bills?

x|
' ]
about what they heard in our Women’s Sec-_ * N 9
tion. EIEEAN <
Page T H
¥ &
‘ '
. L
A 8-9B i I
Classified- Want Ads . ... Section D
Cooking, by Elly 138 !
Deaths and Funerals . 11B .
Editorial V 108 3 [
Home and Garden ; ” 1
Observing Sports ... L
Readers’ Forum . ~ —B45F
i Affairs . . .
. WHERE IT IS—The gray, shaded areas on the map indicate where
Sports-»Prap and Pro highway projects will be done.
on Womsn
i IIVSID[ YOUR-
HDME TOWN /V[W.S‘PA /’Eﬁ
Ll
. -
Farmington Township- a crime and subsequently

Ty

prossrvation of troes growing within 8 few foet of the fowadation.

TO
REACH
us

CENTRAL OFFICES
ACCOUNTING
CIRCULATION

RETAIL ADVES
N Wendy - Fidey
EDITORIAL e et s 261-8600
Sam-5pm
Mooday - Friday -
WANT AD DEPARTMENT ... 522-0900
830un.- 5”
Monday - Friday
4.+ 12 a0o8 Satardey

would like Michigan to 'make
it legal for a county or mu-
nicipallty to pay the legal
expenses of any police officer
who has been exonerdted of a
criminal charge.
Farminkton Township is
also getting sued for $60,000

by a former police officer.

attempting to receive pay-
ment for legal expenses.
s e s

ON MARCH 5, attorney ton.

Noel Gage filed a lawsuit in
Oakland County Circuit Court
on bebalf of Willi nnen-
berg Jr. againstlthe town-

The tawsait seeks payment
of $10,000 legal fees which

Sonnenperg owes Gage and
$50,000 ponltive es.

Monday night, March 8,

Trustee Earl Oppenhauser'

luced a resolution ask-
ing the legislature to adopt a
bill enabling counties and
municipalities to pay an offi-

cer’s legal defense when the-

officer had been charged with

acquitted.

The resolution passed 7-0
after the reading which in-
cluded a recitation of uze
past history

degt, of an assault and bat-

the August, 1970, death of

B
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““The citizens of Farming:
ton will truly miss this high
school that enjoys an envia-

Not only would it create a

7

““Let us hope that the de-
termination and the fighting
spirit of those concerned par-
ents will prevail so that the
decision to close this school
can be rescinded.

.

SISTER Mary Camille,
principal “of OQur Lady of
:emy Catholic ngh School

ble for
excellence as -well a5 state-
wide recognition of ‘the
achievements of their ath-
etic teams which regularly
mpete for local and state
pionships,” says Berge-
R.

ake'r (R-64th), the two

ys the all-
girls school “is very much in
operation and we plan to l:on—
~tinue next year.”

The school draws 1,170
girls from 16 cities and 72
pamhes for grades nine
- -through 12,

ire State
eeway
Changes
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at the I-96-Farmington Rd.

Karmington. 3

Purselt and Baker set up a
eeting Feb. 24 In Lansing
etween state highway,
chamber and city officials.

tpn were City Manager John
Dinan, city council members,
Chamber President John
nhut, and Mrs. Barbara
Egnya the chamber's execu-
ti secretary

PROMPTING the meeting
was the state's decision to re-
open the entrance ramp to I-
9 on Freedom Rd. just west
of Orchard Lake.

The state had closed the
ramp for a %0-day period,
conducted a traffic survey,

and decided the ramp should

remain open. The west-bound
entrance ramp reopened on
Feb. 23,

The ramp has caused a
nuisance, according to Dinan,
because of eastbound “auto-
rqobiles making an illegal
right-turn onto the ramp in
order to head west on 1.9,
Epstbound trucks, unable to
negouate the turn, often con-
tinue east across Orchard
Lake Rd. to find a residential
drive to turn around in.

|The city, at the ‘meeting,
had asked the state to con-
sider locating a temporary
westbound entrance nmp to
1-96 west of I-‘armingto

THE CITY'S preference is
the ultimate re-designing of
t.he Farmington Rd. and 1-96

iz tion to allow traffic
w m!er and leave the city at

But the total re-design of

tery charge. Hedrick was Eldon Kephart. Godwin was mzl-‘mmngmu-l% intersec-

found
District Court

action.

- SONNENBERG WAS
charged with first-degree
murder for the July 3, 1970,
death of Harold Bramn of
35605 Johnstown, Farming-

Gage, who is retained as
counsel for the township Po-
lice Officer's;Assn. (POA),
was Sonnenberg's defense
attorney during the pre-trial
examination. *

At the end of the exam,
presiding Judge James Mc-
Cann of u:zh ruled there
was not sufficient evidence
to prove first-degree murder
‘and ordered the charge

The had earlier
paid Gage $1,500 for success-

fully defending Patrolman”

John Hedrick, POA presi-

WHE

Teeples zssu.med office he

asked for an uplmon on the

legality of paying legal fees

for defense of a criminal
rge.

Township Atty. Joseph T.
/Brennan stated it was illegal
for the township to pay legal
expenses for defense of a.
criminal charge.

The board instructed Bren-
nan to ask Gage for the $1,500

.back since payment was

made fllegally. The township
bad not heard from Gage un-
til the lawsuit was served
March 5.

Another township police-
man, Cpl. Thomas Godwin, is

alsolacedmthlegn!upu- and Rep

ses for defending a criminal
charge. Godwlnwasdurged
_with first degree murder in

. .

A MONTH ago, the board
passed a2 resalution lntro-

ing Oakland Cuunty m pay
the legal bills of police offi-
cers charged with a crime by
the prosecutor but exoner-
ated.

missioners answered that its
auorney glve the opinion the
unty lacks legal authority
tn pay the bills. .
Opperthauser describes the
plight of Hedrick, Soumberg
and Godwin as “a miscal
“riage of jn.stlce nnd a hlack
eye to our system.”

The resolution will be sent

. Carl Pursell (R-14th)
Raymond Baker
(R-64th) asking them to spon-
sor the enabling lcgj.dadon!%,
Lansing.

to Sen.

innocent in Southfield also exonerated in pre-trial™ uon would cost about $2 mil-
tion.

lior, and state officials say,
this project will receive a
very low priority in the near
future.

The city plans to pressure
the; state until convincing it
of the need for a westbound
entrance ramp west of Far-

Rd.

‘“'l'he message was given .
the |state that the city is
quite concerned over the
present condition cansed by
the reopening of tbe tempo-
rary. ramp east of Farming.
ton Rd.,” says Diran,

“It is an inconvenience to
our ‘residents and hurts the
economy of our downiown
area by being bypassed by

westbound traffic that cannot
get off 1-96 I.o mle_r the city.”

THE (.EAMBER Express-
way Committee, co-chalred
by Bill Bowman and Ed Bald-
s win, is backing the city’s
plea for some type of relief

Attending fromm Farming--

But the committee also is
exetting Bressure for three
improvements in F ton
Township.
Gerald Harrison, chamber
executive director, says the
committee feels major im-
provements -are needed at
Grand River and Halstead,

Arthur Gibson, a traffic
engineer for AAA, Is conduct-
ing & survey for the chamber
on existing traffic congestion.
Gibson spent 20 years with
the State Highway Dept. be-
fore joining AAA

With the growth of the
north part of the townshlp.
Harrison explains, it is be-
coming a real problem for
persons to drive north.

The chamber’s committee
would like to see an overpass
bullt at Grand Rivel and

Halstead and an entrance- .

exit ramp built further north
at Halstead and I1-69%. The
interchange at the north,
‘adds Harrison, hopefully
would provide relief for Or-
chard Lake and 1-696.

O

THE ORCHARD LAKE-
1696 intersection is receiving
top treatment from te cam-
ber, and the state is more
responsive on this problem.
problem.

Highway plnnners know

intersectiop ' is too con-
gested and a nightmare for,
motorists, The state report-
edly has agreed to an -exit
ramp at the northwest corner
of 1-69 and Orchard Lake so
that westbound motorists can
get off 1696 and make a
right-hand turn to head south.

Presently, motorists get
off 1-696 asd must left to
‘head soutk. Dering rash
hours, traffic will back up to
Mkw;m Belt because of the
great lm:ltyhnnluldl
eonto Orchard Lak

The chamber and
would like a full cloverleaf
intersection at Orchard Lake
and I-69. and the state might
“eventually agrée — but not, Yy
right away.

Before the added cxu is
built for the northwest cor-
ner, the chamber would lke
1o see & traffic light instailed
at the present westbound exit
-ramp. The state has not
committed itself, however,
on the light.

The Orchard Ridge campus
also is cooperating with the
,chamber on_the Orchard
"Lake-1-696 bottleneck. The

situation has become 30 bad
"that the college reportedly is
conlideﬂng revamping its

les rove
tratfic flow during peak
bours.



