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‘Conditioning’ Irks |

Women At Teach-In

>
CIRCLE FOR UNDERSTANDING -- This was one of the
discussion groups in_a teach-in that brought close to 100
women -- and a few men -- through Monday's winter blasts

to the qakland Community College campus. Topics of talk
covered ‘many . facets of women's liberation, and- opinions
were aired freely. (Evert photos) _

Workshop Debates How - . -

By KATHY MORAN
A woman complained that

she and her husband could’

not find a story book for
their daughter in which the
main chardcter was a girl -
“and this perhaps was the
main reason for & receat

- Womans Day celebration.

. - Néarly 100 women met at
the Orchard Ridge Campus of
Oakland Community’ College
Monday to discuss *“sexism"
and women's liberation.

The central theme emerg-

““Once you figure out what
yg&waﬂt to be, be decisive
abdht it and fight for it,” a

student told the group. ““Then .

you should look to your sis-
ters for support.” *
e .

THE WORKSHOPS were
spiced with just enough men

to keep the action moving as
when one male student said,
“I feel threatened.” -
“It (womens liberation}, is
not threatening,” one woman
answered. *‘It shouldn't be
unless men are really hng
up on their ‘role’.”
Continued on Page 168

By MARGARET MILLER
Women's Editor

How do you raise a liber-

ated chitd?
. The terminology may be
new as the women’s libera-
tion movement, but the ques-
tion is as old as parenthood.
1t was set before a workshop
group during the teach-in that
marked International Wom-
en’s Day- on the Orchard
Ridge campus of Oakland
Community College.*

And it took a mother who
is trying to accomplish that
feat in today's changing so-
ciety to pull the generalities
of the mostly-young group

. into some sharp thinking and
some advice clearly from the
heart.

e s

THE  PARTICIPANTS.
were throwing about phrases
like *‘role delineation” and
worrying about reading pri-

Amers that show all mothers
*in aprons. and rules that pro-
hibit co-educational basket-
ball when Mrs. Sue Villa
stepped into the circle and
sat down. .

““What do I do about my
15-year-old daughter?” this
0OCC English
asked 20 or more people

it’s not a role for a woman.”
* From all around the circle
came a shocked, *‘Why?"*

,BUT MRS. VILLA went on.

“It'sa di&icult field - one
that will take a great deal of
study and dedication. If she

~chooses it, she may have to
give up having a home and
family."

“If she tries'to have both,
there’s a price to pay, com-
promises to make. I know —
I've made them and paid the

rice.
“‘And even if she doesn't
try to have both, she'll find
that in the professional world
there is discrimation against
a woman because she
MIGHT leave her work for
marriage and a family.” /
R

MRS, VILLA then added:
“I've vknown some bitter,
unfulfilled, successful career

women. So as a mother, it |

seems to me it's my respon:
sibility to direct . . %"
A chorus of “No! No!"
rose immediately, and one of
the few ‘young men in the
group said with feeling:
“Don’t direct. That's what,

xﬂ"“‘c'_°E“;\/hn|:])ened 1o me, and I'm re-

sisting, but it'sa long strug-

the circle. s gle.”
“She wants to be an as- ~ “But society says women
tronomer, but I'm.telling her * must make the choice,” in-

{m.m.memos|

- The teach-in was concgived and designed by
women and had a community campus for its set-
ting. . | :

The women came from all around-students,
housewives; career gals braved some of th¥ worst
blasts of winter to find their way across a frozen

! campus to the discussion spot.

" They aired their ideas and frustrations and
hopes for a better life. .And most decided the
-meeting was worthwhile. ~ ' RS
- "

\ But this newspapér’s young reporter was a
bit delayed in returning,/and we were beginning to
feel concerned.

When she finally showed, one of the men
asked if she was liberated. .

““Yes, I guess s0,” she said; ‘‘but I was stuck
in the snow in the parking lot and couldn’t find a
man to get me pul .

So hear this, ye emancipated. When we say:
liberated, we mean from snowdrifts, too. '
—Margargt Miller

| Canll We Liberate Childrén?

-sisted Mrs. Villa. “So until

fitin2' ful ideas for Mrs. Villa.
“WE‘RE society!” came  ‘‘You should point out Yhe
one answhr. “Why fit into a- problems in choosirig a car-
sick socjety?"” was another.  eer like she wants,"” said one.
b N “It’s natural for you to want
MRS. VILLA posed another to protect her from prob-
question. What if her daugh- lems, but you can't do it for-
ter did not enter her chosen ever. .
field, but instead married  “‘And you should remem-
young. She had read recent ber that the pain you inflict
statisties that the amount of on a child by taking away
work it takes to run a house- choice can be greater than
hold with today’s appliances the pain brought on by that
takes about an hour and a choice.” - .
half. So when her daughter’s Two  young = mothers
children were grown, what summed up well-known emo-
would she do to occupy her tion.
time? - “Having a child is a most
“That's a question that hits frightening experience,” said
me,"” saicdk a Farmington one. “You will love that
mother. i child. And when he goesin a
“I know I'm going to be direction where you have no
terribly unbappy if my experience - it's hell.”
daughter chooses only mar- Added the other: ‘‘You
riage. I want for her the edu- hold that tiny baby in your
catlon I didn't have, and so arms and your reaction is
I’'m, pushing in the other)’Noang is ever going to hurt
direction. you," But his whole childhood
“But I know to be hurhan 18 you giving up that idea.”
and liberated I must give her . And-also from the circle

the wife and mother choice, came another thought:
too.” “I think young people to--

LEADERS -- Mrs. Marcia Mattick. of the

0CC Student Activities staff, discusses the

- teach-in program with Debbie Horrigan, student

leader, and Mrs. Pat Clark, a member of the

Detroit Planned Parenthood organization board

of directors, who served as an outside research

person for the day of mestings. Out of the pro-

gram, Mrs. Mattick thinks, may. come some

move toward a,.women’s group for campus and
community.

M(md and Mafia--Town Hall Tnpics

Workings of the mind and- town hall programs next
the Mafia will highlight area week. .
- Kreskin, the man who has
come to be known as Mr.
ESP, will be the speaker for
the Livonia Town Hall Pro-
gram at 10:30 a.m. Wednes-
day, March 17, in the Ter-
race Theater, 30400 Plym-
outh.
The Farmington Town Hall
will play host Thursday,
March 18, to Peter Maas,
who has made many studies
of the Mafia and all organ-
ized crime.

His talk is scheduled in the
Northland Theater at 11 a.m.

. s e

BOTH SPEAKERS will
make later appearances at
celebrity luncheons. .

Most -tickets for the Li-
vonia Town Hall Iy in

KRESKIN

the Mayflower Meeting Club member through Mon-
House in Plymouth have day, March 15.
been reserved. If there are’
cancellations, new reserva-
tions .will* be accepted by ,
Mrs. Arthur Schan, 425-19%.
The Livonia Town Hall
luncheon will be held in the.
Mayflower Meeting House in
Plymouth, &nd reservations.
should be mailed by Friday,
March [12, to the address on’
the back of the season ticket.
Only 300 reservations will be”
accepted. .
Glen Oaks Country Club,
on 13 Mile between Middle,
Belt and Orchard Lake Road,
will be the scene of the Far-
mington Town Hall luncheon.
Tickets will be avallable
through the Farmington
Community Center or from
any Farmington Soroptimist

PETER MASS

THE YOUNG WOMEN in day accept new roles better’
society changes, shouldn’t we the group had some mon%x'xf" than your generation. I think

ing {mm_ the discussions was

e and
female roles that has its
roots in history and that
women today want to shake.

PPN

THE, LACK of leading
Iemalé’l characters in story-
books is only one example of
what the women termed
“role conditioning” in which
a child learns from his early
youth what behavior and
ambitions are expected of
boys as opposed to girls.

By giving him enough of "It is percejving all the
yourself throughout his life to  time what your role is,” one
belp him leam to miake deci. Woman said. “Social pressure
sions, was the group concen- -Ofiginating almost at birth
sus. By helping him have Mmakes it very clear from the
confidence in himself. start what your role is to

By advising, pointing out, ’ :'People aren’t roles.
problems, educating,— and People are learned into
then standing back and sup- roles,” another added.
porting his decision. Coming to ghips with this

. . realization is the first step in

Which, someone pointed making a “liberated” wom-
out, is' what parents have an, according to the group.
been doing long before libera-. - From then 5n. he formans
tion. varies for each individual.

the choices your. daughter
has to make may not be as
painful as yours."”

« s

SO HOW DO YOU

raise a
liberated child? ‘
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The ultimate luxury in
+ shags - silken and shim-

luxury shag
- broadloom
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22 colors
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‘1 00% Dupont 5012 Nylon

Exciting appea.rance is cre-
ated by a unique multi-
dying technique.

Naturally non-allergic dou-
J ble backed for durability
and dimensional stability.

KITCHEN CARPET

" MASLAND ' 9 5 Rubber Backed -
“POLYPLUS” sq. yd. NATIONALLY
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in stock T

colors only .

at 9.50 sq. yd.
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