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Gaul, Shively
rate with best

By Steve Kowalekl
stotf writer

year.”
Debble

Livonia Ladywood's Rebecca Wil-

ley fintshed & standout high'school
athletic career by belng named Ob-
serverland's Trackwoman of the
Year.
Willey won a Class A title in the
high jump and recently returned
from Indianapolls where she com-
peted in the Midwest Invitational
Meet of Champlons.

The Coach of the Year is Plym-
outh Canton’s George Przygodskl,
wheo guided the Chiefs to their second
Western Lakes Activities Associa-
tlon champlonship in the last four
years.

Przygodski, a former tight end on
the Unlversity of Michlgan football

team, also coached Canton to a win
at the Stafford Relays, and sccond
place showlngs at the Lady Chlef
and Central Michigan rclays.

Following Is a profile of each
member of the 1991 All-Observer
first team:

(Sharing the honor as the first-
team 100-meter hurdle represent-
ative are Redford Union’s Sarah
Percy and Farmi; 's Shelli

A Class A reglonal champ! lm. the senls
also won {hree separate Tovitationala.
Wroblewski was second at the

WLAA
meet and overcame a back Injury (o fio-.

fsh seventh at the state meet.

Her personal best toss was 128-7, by
far the best In Obscrverland.

“Debble has been ope of the area’s best
throwers for four years,” Halmberg sald.
“She Is a real student of the event and
willingly lpenda hours cach day to Im-
prove herselt.

Drbecc Wiley, bigh jump, Luc Ladywood:
alor 4

The multi-talented se her ca-
reer with a Class A state champlonship in
the high jump, clearing 5-5. Willey, who
Jumped 5-8 or better on flve different oc-
caslons, won the high jump, discus and
ahot put at the Catholic League meet and
took {lfth in the long jump. She was {lrst
in the high jump, second In the shot and
third in the .dlscus at (he Operatlon
Friendship Meet,

Her best leap came at the Chippewa
Relays where she cleared 3-7. Willey 13
headed to the University of Dotrvl.t -Mer-
cy on a basketball scholarship.

Aln Hamemoes, loog jemp, Wayne.
Memorial: Hammons won her third-
stralght Wolverioa A League long fump

Gaul: The coaches who voted
could not choose between the two,
20 the honor was given to both.)
FIELD EVENTS

Teresa Sarpo, thot put, Stevensoa: Sar-
0o, In her first year of throwlng the shot
put, stayed at or near the top of the indl-
vidual standings In Observerland all sea-

son. She had a personal best throw of 37-

4% Inches and was undefeated in elght
dual meets. Sarmo won the Warren De-
LaSatle and Clarksion lavitatlonals and
was third in a Class A.reglonal. Also an

excellent discus thrower, she took fourth -

In that event at the state meet.

ts was Teresa's first year of shot
putting and she worked very hard at per-
fecting her siyle," coach Paul Holmberg
sald. “She was often the first ane at prac-
tice and the last one to leave. She will be
one of the best throwers In the state next

and she also-capt

feague title in the 400-meter dash, Ham- - -

mons’ best jump was & 18-5% effort,
while her best time a the 400 meters was
61.3. Hammons, who placed second in the
long jump at a Class A reglonal, also an-
chored Wayne's 1,600 relay team.

“'Akua is and always was a hard work-
Ing runner who carried a heavy load be-
cause everyone depended on her,” coach
Floyd Carter sald. “She s going (o be &
success wherever she goes to college.”

RUNNING EVENTS

Sarab Percy, 100-meler bordles: Per-
cy's list of honors take a while {0 review.
RU's co-athlete of the year for 1991, she
also was named the' Panibers' co-Most
Valuable Player along with senior team-
mate Kellle Watkins, Percy set school
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Shelll Gaul, a senior at Farmington High, was was named to tho

Obsecver pnotn

all-area track team in the 110-meter hurdles.

Umps’ decision to work
can be difficult to call

umpires.
Actually, I'm vsually indif-
{ferent toward the stripe shirts

or men ln blue.

I can only remember criticizing
the job performed by two sets of of-
ficials In my 13 years on the beat.

But there Is an tssue that has been
in the back of my mind for quite
some time that I'm willing to ex-
plore.

It's not about competency of offi-
clals, but abott leaving yoursell
open ta controversy.

This issue was brought heme to
me aver the weekend.

Basically what has transpired is
that Pearborn High athletic director
Gene Snell recently fired a letter to
Bill Bupp, assistant director and su-
pervisor of offictals for the Michigan
High School Athletic Association;
charging that umpire Chatles Seor-
rentino “breached ethics™ for ac-
cepling an assignment to call balls
and strikes behlnd the plate during
Saturday's Class A regional baseball
semifinal between Redford Catholic
Central and Dearborn in Wyandotte.

Snell also charged that Sorrentino,
a CC graduate, former asslstant
basebatl coach and ex-teacher at the
school, left himself open “to partiali-
tics and biased umpiring.” He went
on to say that Sorrentino should have
notified the MHSAA and been reas-

* signed to another regional.

IT'S RARE THAT I'll side with

Brad
\ / Emons
added. “He created a situation by

taking the game."
What was the situatlon?

DEARBORN, ranked No. 1 In
Class A and rated among the top 20
teams in the natlon by USA Today,
was one strike away from reaching
the regional final.

With a two-strike count n the bot-
tom of the seventh Inning, CC's Bob
Kummer lined a (wo-strike pltch
over the left field fence far the
game-winning three-run homer In a
G-4 victory.

Earlier in the Inning, Dearborn
complained about a balk called by
Sorrentino (which ultimately had no
bearing on the game-tying or win-
ning runs).

Stunned after blowlng a 4-0 lead,
coupled with Kummer's dramatic
shat, Dearbarn players reportedly
did not take the sudden turn of
events well.

Witnesses say one Dearborn play-
er had to be restrained from geing
after Serrentino, who did not lake

“No question it was
not lo disqualify thmsclvcs. Snell

kindly 1o the post-g: harassment.
“I'm not respensible for their feel-

- ings,”" Sorrentino said. “When things

don't go your way, somebody clse |s
sponsible,

“If they (the Dearborn AD) had a
problem, why did they hlre vs on
April 18 for the Dearborn-CC game
(won by Dearborn 4-1)? They were
happy 1o hire us for their football

games, too, They can't have It both
ways."

ADMITTEDLY, I had questlons in
my own mind when I arrived at the
Wyandotte regional and discovered
that Sorrentino was working a CC
game.

By taking the game, regardless of
the outcome or calls, didn‘t he leave
himself vulnerable te be second-
guessed?

1 was cven more suprised to lcarn
that Frank Cere), the former CC

head coach who Jed the Shamrocks -

to the state Class A baseball champi-
onship in 1979, was also part of the
rotating three-man crew which
worked the three games. He was on
the bases during the championship
game between CC and Plymouth Sa-
lem (won by Salem $-3).

During my tenure as a sports writ-
cr, I've often questioned in my mind
whether It was praper for athletic di-
rectors 10 hire ex-players as offi-
cials. Should they hire former ath-
tetes, including those they may have
coached or enjoyed close relation-
ships with at ene time?
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Paulm chooses I\/Iadonna

Maureen Paulin
Madonna signee

By C.J. Risak __
stolt wriler

There's been a change in direction — not gnexpected —

versity’s volleyball program.

It's In recruiting. The Lady Crusaders are headed for their fourth scason: ’

in Madonna Uni.

they have surpassed the building-a-foundatlon stage.
When thelr season starts next fall, thelr aim will clearly be to capture the

NATA's District 23 championshlp.

Sure, it was always the goal in the past, But with everyone returning from
last season's 30-16 squad (second placc In the district), the 1991 Crusadl-n

will expect to be champions.

It shows in coach Jerry Abraham's recruiting. He's not looking for
franchise freshmen to transform his team.

“Ta be honest, we're looking to get some depth,” he sald before revealing
his recrulls. "We're just looking for some good athletes to {ill in depth posi-

tlons.”

OF COURSE, Abraham didn’t get what he wanted. The players he signed
won't want to be just flll-lns; according to Abraham, “We were fortunate to
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NSSL enters

30th season

The Northwest Suburban Swim
League, viewed by many as the pre-
micr summer league for boys and
girls age 6-18, begins ILs 30th year of

. competition Friday night.

Slxteen clubs, stretching from
Livonla to Rochester and spanning
nearly the entire Observer & Eccen-
tric coverage area, comprise the
league.

“We enter 1991 with a si.rong

2,001

round with area USS clubs.”

The basls for success can also be
traced (o coaches who were formert -
swimmers, Three of them are Mlke
Rado of the Surf, Darrin Abbasse of

of a

boys and girls,” NSSL pxuldenl D:m
McMahon said. “We offer competi-
tlon for the beginner Lo the very
skilled swimmer, and that makes for
enjoyable swimming at ali our
clubs,”
The league has two dlvisions with
eight clubs In each. Kickolf meets in
Divislon A feature Village Athletic
Ciub (Seuthficld) at defending cham-
plon Woodslde Athletic Club (Bir-
mingham), Kendallweod Club
(Farmington Hills) at Bloomileld
Hills Surf, Orchard Valley (West
Bloomfield) at Forest Hills (Bir-
mingham) and Beech-Wood Recre-
atton (Troy) at Heart of the }il!ls
{Rochester).

Division B meets have Farmlng-

. ton Glenn at Huntington Woods, C.B.
of Livonia at Cranbrook (Southficld),

Beverly Hills Club at Woodbrooke
Hills (Farmlngton Hllls) and Pleas-
ant Rldge at Beechview Swim Clud
(Farmington Hllls).

Meets In both divisions start at
6:30 p.m, Admission Is free.

. THE LEAGUE began in 1961 as
Oakland County subdivisions devel-
oped with many having their own 25-
meter pools.

“Competitive swimming started
to take hold because of the accessl-
bility to so many pools,” McMahon
said. "That good foundation has led
to the increasing popularity of our
league and the fact mare and more
of our swimmers compete. year

, Jetf Cooper of Orchard

Valley.

Rado swam for Orchard Valley,
coached the team from 1978 to 1981
and has been the Surf's head coach
since 1986, winning the league that
year and 1n 1987, -

Abbasse, who began coachlng at
Orchard Valley, and Cooper are for-
mer champlon swimmers at Oakland
Unlversity, and their knowledge of
the sport has paid for their teams,
too.

Woodside, under Abbasse, scored
T45% poinu tn 1990 to capture the
league champlonshlp while Cooper,
In his third year at Orchard Valley,
led The Tide to 2 third-place finish
with 567. Both were the most points
ever scored by both clubs.

COOPER, KNOWN for hls enthu-
slasm and spirited approach lo train-
ing swimmers, views a head coach- +
ing position in lhv: NSSL with pres-
tige.

1 was fortunate to find swimming
success at a young age and carry It
through to be-on some-great Oakland -
teams,” he sald. “Coaching kids to-
day, especially those we attract in
this lcague, makes this a fun and
rewarding job. .

Coaper also recently was named
head coach of the Michigan Stin-
grays, the USS club based in Farm-
ington Hills.

Other former OU swimmers head-
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NIKE RIR HAMPSTEAD
ETONIC STABILIZER )
FOOTIOY GREENJOY

VUDUDY SOFTI0Y 1t
ETONIC ST 7000

20% off

A GREAT SELICNON OF

SHIRTS e SLACKS
RAINSUITS » SWEATERS °

sue*59
sue*84

sae* 44

WE'VE
Gor Reebok@
THE

ETONIC S!AB\[IZEH GORTEX  SALE ‘1 19

sae®69
sue*49

GOLF SALE

WITH THOUSANDS OF GOLF ITEMS ON SALE-WE CAN'T UIST THEM AL HERE ARE SOME OF OUR GREAT GIFT IDEAS FOR DAD.

3 WOOD/8 IRON SETS

TOUR EDITION SET (SALE*179
SPALOING FUTURA PLUS  SALE*298
PREMIER T0UR MOZEL 11 saLe*228
FIRST FUGHT oxecurRn SALE*348

METALWOODS
SAVE UP 10 47%

LANGERT FOILER . SALE*TS
PREMIER SELECT MODEL SALE'59
TAYLOR_ MAOE "zt mistinsa SALE‘BB
EXECUTER I SALE'6S
TOP-FUTE SALE'64

DOES DAD JAVE EVERYTHING

HE MEEDS PLAY GOLF
THIS SUMMER?

[ praes
Bg 31N . Wi
Azt sus snuls
vy - mastet

[]

PSRRI

[

_ Limit 4 X

TR

Off Sun;bl‘i;

c'q

KI LA s ok ok )

TR
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INTERNATIONAL SI\I & GOLI*

«BLOOMFJELD HILLS 2540 WOODWARD at Squarn Lake Rd .

OVI HOVI TOWN CENTER South of £96 on Novi Rd . .. . .

7. TI0T '3 mila nortn of 16 Ko .
~DEARBORN HEIGHTS: 26312 FORD Ry 1" milos W ol Vn‘nqu\ph
»GRAND RAPIDS 2035 28th S € detweon Brolon & Katamazoo .. ...

..328-0803
347 :Ju
463 J

- S‘S ISZ llPD

«VISAsMASTERCARD+*DISCOVER*DINERS sAMERICAN EXPRESS
OPEN DAILY 10-3, SATURDAY 10-5:30, SUNDAY 12-5




