Schools taken out of consent law

By Tim Richard
statf writer.
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Michigan schools won't be ordered
to teach. 8th through I2th graders,
about how to obtain court permis-
slon for an abortion.

‘The bill is on iis way to Gov. John
Engler’s desk alter winalng 90 to 15
passage Tuesday in the House of
Representatives. .

‘The measure corrects the “paren-
tal consent"” abortion law passed last
year after a petltion drive by Right
to Life.

“I wonder why Rlght to Lifc for-
got to mention their terrible blund-
er,” said Rep. Maxlne Berman, D-
Southfield, a vocal opponent of any
abortion restriction.

- THE LAW allows glrls under 18 to
obtaln an abortlon only with paren-
tal consent or the consent of a pro-
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why Right to Life forgot to

mention their terrible blunder.’

— Rep. Maxine Berman
D-Southfield

bate judge.

Schoal districts werd angry, how- .

ever, at See. 9, which required them
1o teach students how to get a pro-
bate court order allowing an abor-
tion.

In a key test, the House rejected,
43 for and 60 agatnst, a substitute by
Rep. Michacl Bennane, D-Detrolt, to
glve each district the option of
teaching "how to circumvent paren-
tal consent.”

Voling for the Bennane version
were Democrats Justine Barns of
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Westland, Berman of Southfield,
James Kosteva of Canton and Re-
publicans Barbara Dobb of West
Bloomfield, Jan Dolan of Farming-
ton and Gordon Sparks of Troy.

Op, were Democrats John
Bennett of Redford, Willlam Keith of
Garden Clty, Wilfred Webb of Hazel
Park and Republicans Michael
Bouchard of Birmingham and Tom
Middicton of Ortonville.

yn Bankes, R-Llvonla, was ab-.
sent.

IF IT )1AD been up to the women,
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By Ralph R. Echtinaw_
staff wrlter .

however, the Bennane
would have passed.

Of the 19 women, 12 supported the
Bennane amendment, five were op-
posed and two were absent.

On final passage, alt area lawmak-
ers voted yes except Bankes, who
was absent.

The House still has not acted on a
Scnate-passed  “Inforrned- consent”
bill. That measure would requlre a
surgeon to give a woman sceking an
abortion a two-pdge list of possible
physical and mental ill effects and
show her photos of a fetus at her own
fetus' stage of development.

Commission paves way

The. Oakland County Road Com-
mission recentl; an addi-

7 for road improvements

moncy from last year. .
C

tional $774,000 to ‘area road salety

ccts,

‘That will be added to the $3 mil-
lion worth of projects approved ear-
lier this year.

The program is a partnershlp
among the road commission, the
Oakland County Board of Commis-
sloncrs and participating local units
of government.

Local units combine to contribute
$1 million to the program. Then the
road commission and county board
also contribute $1 million each.

Funding excceds $3 million be-
cause some communitics held over
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selecting projects to
be fuaded. out of the newest allot-
ment wuciude Bloomlictd Township,
Orchard Lake Village, Sylvan Lake
and Commerce Township.

Alrcady in the works in this area
are projecis selecied by Oakland
Township, Rochester, Rochester
Hills, Southfield and Troy.

Birmingham, ~ Bloomfield Hills,
Keego Harbor, Lathrup Village and
Walled Lake are among the com-
munities which haven't yet selected
projects for this year's program.

Bingham Farms and Franklin are
among communities who aren’t par-
ticipating this year. .

Maplegrove Community Educa-
tion has expanded its [ree counsel-
ing program for children of sub-
stance-abusing adults to Include a
day camp next month In West
Bloomfield Township.

The inittal children’s program
that began last year at Maple-
grove’s Troy center has enrotled
100 studenis and put many on a
walting - list to get in. The day
camp, at Maplegrove’s center on
15 Mile Road, will include 60 chil-
dren divided into Lwo sessions.

“We can't {ind anything else like
it in Michigan,” said Lorna
McEwen, Henry Ford Health Sys-
tem public relations officer. "It's
prohably the first in the state.””

MAPLEGROVE WAS CREAT-
ED 10 years ago in a joint cffort by
Henry Ford Hospital and the Jun-
jor League of Birmlngham. The
children’s programs are limited to
kids in grades one through seven.

Fourteen volunteers {13 women
and one male hlgh school student)
are expecied to stafl the day
camp's two-week sessions begin-
ning July 8 and 22. The classes are
9 am. to noon Monday. through
Thursday. -

Project co-coordinater Kathy
Walton of Rochester Hills sald the
children will be taught the chemi-
cal process of drugs in the body,
what addiction is, practicing ways
to say “no,” dealing with peer pres-
sure, and more.

Games and activities, primanly
outdoors, wllt be incorporated into
the day-camp program to a grvater
degree tha, hev are in the indoor
programs.

Day camp sét-forkids
of substance abusers

“We're going to try to be oul-
doors as much as possible,” Walton
said. “In a camp situation, we can
throw in fun things to do.”

Children will also be invited to
stay overnight once at Bloomer
Park In tents and sleeping bags.

Walton taught substance abuse
prevention in Lansing for seven
years before moving to Rochester
Hills two years ago.

‘The Maplegrove valunteers take
80 hours of training before working
‘n the program, Walton said the
training costs $10¢, but most peo-
ple can find a way to be trained
free. ““The one commonallty
(among volunteers) ls-the need to
see that kids get a better deal.”

Betty Conger, aiso of Rochester
Hills, is Walton's partner in the
day-camp program. A Maplegrove
volunteer since 1985, Conger has a
master’s in social work.

WHILE THERE IS no follow.up
program to see how these children
fare with time, Conger sald she
saw " immediate changes in kids
who went through the Troy center
program. “They secem to be a little
brighter, a little }ivelier,” she sald.

The indoor Troy program runs
year round, but it's on hiatus until
October due to the day-camp pro-
gram,

Maplegrove is also planning to
establish indoar programs for chil-
dren this fail at the Fisher Building
in Detroit and the Maplegrove cen-
ter in West Bloomfield, creating a
need for more volunteers.

To be a volunteer, or to enroll
children In the day-camp program,
call 661-6170. To enroll children in
the Troy indoor program, call 637-
2960.
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