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This week’s question:
Do you remember
the first time you
voted?

We asked this question
At tha Downtown
Farmington Center.

‘ltwasa
efection while I was In
college . . . it would ha
boon Ford vorsus Carter.

N whnn

— Branda Kellams Neler
Farmington Hllis

Gorald Ford."

elacllon
| was 18. 1 voled for

— Jeri Souistoe
Novi

‘I think It was 1964, 1
split my ticket and voted
for Goldwater.'

— Terry Mobbs
Farmington Hills

of high school.’

“{don't remember.
Sorry. | guess It was when
fwas 18in 1972, Just#ul

— Joo Schornack
Farmington

“Jl might have been
1952 whon Dwight
Elsanhower gotin. | voted
for him. It's a name to
rumembur
— Mary Pennington
Livonia

‘tt'd have to be for
Richard Nixaon in 1872,
— Kathleen Dobb3s
Farmington

Decibel debate not over yet for Hills

By Joanne Mallszewski
stalt wrlter

BIil Shortt dlsagrees with an ex-

pert who conducted a noise study In
Farmlnglon Hills.

“If .we're golng to try to mnkc
Farmington Hills a nlce, gulet place
to live, we should stick with 55 (decl-
bels),” said the Farmington Road
resident.

But a propesed Farmington Hills
ne!sc ordinance that's still bclng

calls for an

Swanson Envlronmental, Ine., which
conducted a noise study in Farming-
ton Hills as a basis for a noise ordi-
nance, gave an example.

A large dog barking at 10 feet
from you would probably register
80-90 decibels. At 100 feet away, It
would register up to 70 declbels and
at 300 feet, about 65 decibels, Swan-
son said.

The proposed ordlnance also al-
lows certain kinds of nolse {or a cer-
taln duration of time. Buf there’s

noise Jevel that's a bit louder.

For example, 65 declbels would be
the allowable noise tevel in résiden-
tial areas from 6 a.m. to 10°p.m. A
§5 decibet limlt would be allowable
in the same area from 1¢ p.m. to 6
am.

Commercial and industrial dis-
tricts would have an allowable 70
declbel limlt during the day hours
and 60 declbel for commerclal at
night and 65 for industrial at night.

“The idea here is to arrive at an
-objective level to deal with citizen
complaints from noise,” sald clty at-
torney John Donohue. "It would also

. provide guldelines for future devel-
opment.”

CITY OFFICIALS admitted they
had no Idea what 55 or 60 or 65 decl-
bels sounds llke. John Swanson of

and for that.
“Thls is where you get into allow-
ances or penalties for noise that’s
being permitted,” said Donohue.

Swanson gave lhe example of a

ordinance’ and you'll get a ticket. Or
‘no. 1t doesn't violate the noisc ordi-
nance, we're. sorry for bothering
you,'"

The noise study, however, also
showed that nolse limlts were higher
closer to major roads and freeways
and lower in the middle of residen-
tialarcas.

CONSEQUENTLY, IF 85 decibels
is allowed on the fringes of a resi-
dential areas near roads, the ordi-
nance needs additional language to
prevent the center of residentlal
arcas from increasing from 55 deci-

‘bels — as measured In the nolse
study — 10 65 near the fringes.

That's where Shortt, one of sever-
al who worked with Swan-

resident using a . Under
the proposed ordinance, the resldent
would be Hmited in how long he

could make nolse with the wood--

chipper.

“We're saying you can't’ operate
more than one minute without get-
ting a vartance,” Swansor said.

Some city council members were
surprised to hear that, “It {the ordi-
nance) could very well turn into a
witch hunt,” councilman Ben Marks
said.

But Donohue said the city will
have a noise meter. “What I'm
trying to avoid is precisely a witch
hunt. With a meter It can be deter-
mined that, ‘yes, It violates the noise

son and Donohuc on the noise lssue,
disagrees. The clty already has ordi-
nances to prohibit nuisances.

“What we have done here is mea-
sure the road noise,” he said.

That’'s why he'd like to sce a 65

decibel limlit for the city for exam- *

ple within 2 maln road. Residentlal
arcas should have a maximum 55
declbels. Shortt said It's better to
have an overall 65 decibel limlt for
the city Instead of including a list of
allowances.

Donohue said he is concerned
about Shortt’s ldea. “Once you say 55
is an acceptable maximum In single
family districts, you arc putting a

good dea) of single family ncighbor-
hoods In the city (n a non-conforming
situation.”

Shortt, who with Farmington
Road resldent Donald Stolberg who
also worked with Donohue and
Swanson, complained about noise at

Engineers testing
tower’s noise level

Continued from Page 1

something and they're hoping that

a proposed noise ordinance for

:::(;‘u;" Center F. Hills will continue to
Originally a naise study grew out regulate the noise.

of complalnts about the center and HOSPITAL OFFICIALS are tak-

Its outdoor concerts. But city offi-
cials soon reallzed any nvise ordi-
nance must cover the entire city,
sald David Call, assistant city mana-

ger.

Shorit also checked with other
communities to determine what, If
any, nolse levels they have,

City stalf are expected to check
with other communitics and deter-
mine haw they established noise lev-
cls and how the levels are enforced,
Call said. .

“A lot of these places {other com-
munities) have 95 (decibel limits).
Why can't we have 55 in residential,”
Shortt asked,

For example, Short said that the
Michigan Department of Transpor-
tation requires a minimum noise
level of 67 decibels before an area is
eligible for noise buffers along a
freeway.

“If that's the criteria for them, we
should be much lower in the neigh-
borhoods,” Shorit added.

Ing the complaints seriously and
have hired an acoustical englneer
to test the area, particularly the
nearby residenttal section to sce
Just how Joud the new tower really

5.
“We're working en-all fronts,”
sajd Dave Fergusson, the hospital's |
director of design and construction.
The coollng towers provide alr
conditloning for the hospltal. The
new system uses about 1,500 gal-
lons of water per minute. Fergus.
son (0o, described the noise from

the new system “as a jet engine.””

The system has been operative
since last year. But the majority of
complaints have come during the
recent hot weather when the sys-
tem has been vp and runalng.

With the rash of complaints
Fergussen has agreed not to run
the new cooling system until the
nojfse problem s fixed. City offi-
cials also are aware of the com-

plaints but as of late Tuesday, the
Observer could not determine
through city officials whether
placement of the new coaling tow-
or passed muster with the city's
planning and zoning procedures.

THE NEIGHDORS say they're
thank{ul the hospital has acknowl.
edged their complalnts.

Cook, who said she's been in con.
tact with Fergusson, had micro-
phones put In her yard by an acous-
tical engincer hired by the hospital
to determine the leve) of the noise
and how to fix the prablem.

Fergusson said that some of the
problems with the new cooling tow-
er stem from It being taller than
the older ones, closer to the neigh-
borhood, having a two-speed fan,
which Is noisler when It's between
speeds, having control problems
and being noisier when set on the
higher eyele. .

“We're tackllng this on a multi-
faceied basis," Fergusson said.

Sereening . walls and  avoiding
putting the new equipment on high
speed are (wo immediate options
Fergusson is considering.

The cooling sysiem Is visible
from Cook’s front porch and the
second story of her house.

Sofa $2,975.00
Chair °1,412.00
Ottoman 562, 50

The Most Relaxin
Decision You'll Ever Make.

From 51,799
899
$299

Nothing compares to the

smooth feel of leather upholstery!

Leather belongs in your home. For beauty, strength and
elegance, its unique texture is unmatched. Sink into the
luxury of plush backs and cushions and comfortable
arms. Now is the time to select the sofa or chair style
that fits your idea of design. It's here at the right price.

AVE

Sofa *2900.00 From 1,799
Chair °1360.00 899
Ottoman '512.50 s299

30"t 50"

ON
CLASSIC
LEATHER

Purchase Group: Sofa, Chair and
Ottoman and we will take another
$100.00 off the total group price.

SALE
*3,132.00 From *1,899
*1,582.50 999
$299

Sofa  °3,032.00 From *1,899
Chair °1,587.50 ‘999

" “Classic Interiors

20292 Middlebelt, Livonia « South of 8 Mile
MON., THURS., FRI. 9:30-9:00 - 474_6900

TUES., WED., SAT. 9:30-5:30

Sofa
Chair
Ottoman *452.50




