New head
“trims mental
‘health aims

Conlinued trom Pago 6
tive community treatment (Al
clubhouses, fall services and :h‘gg:
“lerm erisls intervention.

HIS APRIL PROPOSAL for
‘ respite care, a service to provide
- temporary rellef for primary care.
givers of mentally Il paticnts, was
"conceptually approved” by the
County Board of Commissioners.
“Bul we have to go another step and
* get the funding for it."

Cooper said ACT transtates Into
teams of { who are
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Tax base sharing moves along in House

By Tim Richard
staff writer

Dobb, R-West Bloomfield, wound up
. on the short end as the House Taxa-

Fighting a losing battle, suburban
state representatives Lhis week were
asking voter approval of any plan
forcing school districts to share thelr
business property taxes.

““This should go to the voters. It's a
more drastic change than cven a
graduated Income tax,” said Rep.
Willis Bullard, R-Highland.

*“This is radlcal. It's a major, ma-
Jor change,” agreed Rep. Tom Pow-
er, R-Traverse City.

But Bullard and Rep. Barbara

tion Ct ittee rejected the amend-
ment to put tax base sharing on the

ballot. Rep. James Kosieva, D-Can--

ton, voted with the Democratle ma-
Jority. .

THE PANEL then voted Tuesday
1o report out the second of a palr of
bills that would force mainly subur-
ban districts to give half the growth
of thelr commercial and industrial
tax'bases to poorer districts,

Later that morning, the full House
postponed conslderation of the con-
troversial bills, one of which Ls spon-

sored by Rep. Willlam Kelth, D-Gar-
den Clty.

Dobb, a {reshman lawmaker fram
a growth area In western Oakland
County, effered the full House an
amendment to scnd the shared Laxes
to school districts with the poarest
people — not necessarlly those with
the lowest per-pupll lax bases.
Dobb’s amendment was set aslde as
the House turned Lo other measures.

‘The stated purpese of tax base
sharing is to reduce the spending gap
botween the richest districts (38,000
per pupil) and the poorest {$2,500).

THE PAIR of bllls that probably

will be passed today has several dif-
ferences from a Senate-passed tax
. sharing plan tacked onto a school aid
blll a week ago. Among them:
® The Senate plan offers a carrot
to wealthler dlstricts — restoration
of the $72 million in state ald they
used to get for “categorical” needs
such as half of Social Security and
special education, The House plan
olfers just partlal restoration of that
“recaptured” money — $1 in ca-
tegorlcals for every §2 in business
taxes lost.
® The Scnate plan would take
haf the business tax growth from

every district. The.House plan would
take only from out-of-formula school
districts (the wealthiest 30 percent),
allowlng poorer districts to keep all
their business tax growth, -

® The Senate plan would spread
the business tax growth on & per-pu-
pll basis to all districts. The House
plan allocates the new money only to
the in-formula districts.

KEITH, CHAIRMAN of the House
Educatlon Commitiee, "canceled a
scheduled meeting Tuesday on & pro-
posed constitutlona) amendment to
require “equal opportunity” for edu-
catjon. .

“tallored to the speclfic nceds of 50 to
-85 patlents, rather than the current
sysiem of one caseworker solely re-
“sponsible for 3¢ to 40 clicnts.

' Proven successiul elsewhere, ACT
helps in “reducing and preventing
hospitatization — It brings help to
the Individua! before things get out
of hand," satd Cooper.

The clubhouse concept is a moni-
tored living and warklng arrange.
ment that prevides “transitiona) em-
ployment” for mentally il patients.
“They live in the facility as a group
and determine what they want to do

- vocationally. The purposc is to de-
velop the self-confidence to go back
(o their former jobs,” said Cooper.

“They're in remlssion or on medi-
cation — they can work but they're
not ready to go back to their chosen
protessions. The important thing s
that they're made to fect welcomed,

+ needed and recognized.” .

The program differs Irom group
lving arrangements for the develop-
mentally disabled, which are de-

-signed to teach skills for Initia) em-
ployment,

COOPER DOESN'T want to wait
unti) bureaucratlc transfers provide
authority or funding for better-run
services. I want the money up front
1o start setting up the new programs
and Il use the savings to pay the
state back,” referring to the trade-
off doltars expected from the county
management of Clinten Valley's 400

* beds.

Prior to hls work in Oakland Coun-
ty, he was acting director of Clinton-
Eaton-Ingham Community Mental
Health, where he started the first
state group home for the severely
mentally retarded, and developed
the world's first public screenlng
center for Fragile X syndrome,

In accepting this job,. following
Jast summer's resignation -of Dr.
James Graves, Cooper said he
thought he had the leadership skills
to “pull all these systems together. «
I'm a [airly good administrator -~
and I think it was the challenge.”

naas e
bR

“We glve & hool,
20 we won't poliuter

——
}Eiiwl?;' WeEK!
w5

Pre-Assomblod
Dokl Houso

7

¥
Cs
Behind Most
Medical Advances.
Tetore any madid przat cin bk

v e, has o
Froutd A tht takes

he

UTPC WALt orthbue 1

st chone Youe belp ol

S sotatiet o muan o badn s el
prosuing edial comerns The it
of which s, quite trankty, fueding

1
|

Gise'ToYour

SRRTOWORPU

porary Pas

Contemporary Sweetheart Back $799.

tel Strip

With “AdvantageExpress’ — 4 week delivery available on special orde

Fese b

Sitten

ONLY AT
SCOTT SHUPTRINE

~ SPECIALLY
PRICED

Thomasuville
SOFAS

ONE WEEK ONLY

Y

o

4110 Teleqraph Road (Jys! South of Leng Lase Rd ) Blooméield Hills 642-0070 » 18850 Mack Avenue (Just South of Moioss) Grosse Pante Farms 886-5200
12200 Hall Road (Betwven Van Dyxe & Lakestde Matl) Sterting Heights 739-5100 « 18435 Mack Avenue (On Mack Between 7 & 8 hMie Rd.} Grosse Pointe Woods 8819390
43606 West Oak Orve (Actoss from Tuelve Oass Mall) Nove 349-0044
Gpea sy 1000 am - A0 A §,

“Thomaswille* not avallable at Bloomtield Hills locaton
3o 12N 530 pm Sun e Use your Visa, Mastercand, Discover Cardd o0 Seot s Revoiaag Chade

<




