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Wilfrid Sproule- entertalns no vi-
sions of grandeur about competing in
the Natlonal Senjar Sports Classle
INI this week In Syracuse, N.Y.

The Farmington Hills man, a self-

recreational Tunner who

wlll be 67 Jater this year, doesn't ex-

Cougars pace honor team

pect to win the 800-meter run when
hls event is called Tuesday.

But that isn't necessary for
Sproule, who took up running for its
health benefits two decades ago, to
conslder himself and the mission a
success,

Maintainlng a "workout schedule
that would challenge any younger
man, he will be content lo chase his
personal goal, racing agalast the
clock as much as the competition.

“There's a dedlcation to all of this,
and you feel good for it,” Sproule

aaid. “There will always be some-
body that s better. But for my age
‘and all, I'm going to say I'm an ac-
complished runner.”

SPROULE IS making his first vis-
it to the natlonal event, also known
as the Senlor Olympics, and wilt be
among 5,200 athletes age 55 and old-
er competing In 18 sports ranging
{rom badminton to the triathlon, R

““This is & once-in-a-lifetime thing
for me, 1 think,” Sproule said.
“Whether I get another invitation re-
mains to be seen. .

“'But I still hope to be running five
and 10 ycars. from now. My kneea
are good, and 1 don't have any joint
pain — just seasitive heels and that *
should go away."

Sproule, who retired 11 years ago
as a supervisor in the graphle arts
department at General Motors, went
{rom belng a jogger to raclng com-

_running

some achlng muscles for a while.”
Sproule ran a personal record of
3:19 Thursday In his last 800-meter
tralning sesslon before leaving Fri-
day for the open eeremonies and®

petitively in distance runs.
He cntered the Michigan Senlor

_ Olymplcs in 1988 after reading about

(he event in the Farmington Observ-
er and won the 1,500-meter race that
year. i

But a heel spur in his left foot
{forced him to shorten his racing dis-
tance Jast year, and he ook .up the
800-meter run (two laps around the
track) as an alternatlve.

THE 806 IS ‘“not a speciaity,”
Sproule said. “I'm not a sprint racer.
I've always been a jogger. When I
got Into tralning {for It), I bad to
change my regimen because you're
golng to a much longer u%‘:. 1 had

SHARON LOMIEUX/a1alf photographer

Jason Farrell ‘pitched the North Farmington- West Bloomfield team to an 18-7 victory over
Windsor in Mickey Mantie play Thursday,

1681 ALL-OBSERVER

By Steve
and Brad Emol

FIRST TEAM

P — Tiacy Thompsan Garden City
P — Maueen fauin Farm Morcy
P — Joony Mayle “Liv Frankin
P — Keity Holmes Pty Canton
INF o Carotyn Stanks Garden City
INF — Krysinl Matesc Gagen City
INF — Dawn Wasner Lrv Frankin
C — ¥nren Qtack ‘Westland Glenn

~ Kim Supron Liv Ladywood.
OF — Kathiosn Barigan . Farm Morcy
OF ~ Dana Batwick  Farmngion
AL — Aronda Saunders. Clarencewne

COACH OF THE YEAR -
Dasry Patterzon Gargea City
SECOND TEAM

P Jennien Lydon .
P — Chersty Pydyn

H fgrmiogion
Luth Westiang

INF — Kin Foid Canton
INF — Emdy Grian Salen
(NF ~ Azeson Breony Ladywood
INF — Catria Rachwa! John Glena
INF — Michedle Bechmeer Tharston
LINF — Kata tattorman Tarm Morcy
C'— Eve Claar M Fatmngton
OF — Jonny Murray U Frankin
OF — Sheary Ha R Garden Cily
OF — Andrea Crction . . Liv. Ladywood
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_several players. returning to the

stalf writora

N THE FUTURE, when Garden™
City softball coach Barry
Patterson thinks back te 1991,
It be satistylng for him to

know he was Observerland's Coach

of the Year, v

But even more gratilying for
Patterson was the fact thal this sea-
son he dealt with perhaps the most
talented senior class he's had In flve
years as Garden City coach. The
Cougars reached the flnals of the
Class A state lournament before los-
ing to champion Waterford Ketter-
tng, and Patterson knows his senlor
class had much to do with that suc-
cess.

“When they leave, I'll be a better

person for having known them,” sald

Patterson of his flve senlors.

“They're nice kids, a super group,

the best senlor class-the schoo) has

ever had. They're community-orient-
ed klds.”

They also were team oriented and
that's one of the reasons shortstop
Carolyn Shanks, pitcher Tracy
Thompson and flrst baseman Krys- -

tal ‘Matesic ‘héadline this” season's
— All-Ohserver first teamy,——————

Palterson's teams have not suf-
tered a losing season, and this year
the Cougars finished the year at 34-
3. Garden .Gity won three major
tournaments, along with its flifth.
stralght Northwest Suburban League
crown under Patterson, .

Garden Clty has won three distrlet
and two regional titles under Patter-
son, and In his first year as head
coach (1987), the Cougars reached
the Class A semifinal before losing.-
The future also looks promising with

esday. M

The wlaning time for the men's
85-69 age group nt Michlgan Senior
Olympics last year was 3:10.95, and
2:34.8 was the top time at the last
natfonal mect in 1989.

Sproule knows he can't come close
to matching the latter — yet — and
that's ‘one reason he's focusing on
self-improvement and a more realis-
tic goal, N .

“I'm shoollng for 3:10, which
Wi be great for me, but I havg no

" illuslons,” he safd. T figure I'd have
to run 2:45 to come close to earning

“lestants [n hla age grolp, and he was

(F13C

very good runners. But I'm golng
there (o improve my own PR.

“Belng realistic, with my training
and abllity, that's my goal. It's not to
seek o medal. There will be elite
runners from 48 states, potentlally
144 if everyone In .the age group
comes." .

SPROULE EARNED hia trip to
the natlonals by finlshing third in the
Michigan Senlor Olymples last year.
However, there were only three con-

unimpressed by hls 3:50 time.

No slowing down f’or. Senior Olympian-

“It was a fluke,” he sald. “There
were only three of us in the age
group. I'm not kldding anyone; I was
foriunale there weren't any more
there. .

“But I was coming off the heel

a medal. But I'lt find out when I run.
“1 don't have the necessary genes,

let's say, to be a serlous racer. You amile a woek.”

spur, too. I don't think I was running

Wiltrid Sproule

can see by the tlmes, there some are

NFWB plans title defense -

By Brad Emons
statf wrltor

The fourth annual Bob Blrd Memorial menll.lnvll-
Latlonal, featuring some of the top Mickey Mantle
League-age (15-16 year-olds) teams from across the na-

tlon, should provide additlonal Hireworks long after the -

Fourth of July holiday.

Admission Is free for the 10-team tourney, which gets
under way at four sites beglnnlng Thursday. The tour-
ney continucs through Sunday culminating In the cham-

* plonship final, 1 p.m. at Westland John Glenn High

featuring the teams with the top two records.
- The fleld Includes North Farrhington-West Bloom-
fleld, the defending champlon, along with teams from
Canada, Ohto and Maryland. *

One of the favorites will be the host Westland Federa-
tion America team.

Coached by Jerry Pitchor, Westland America's 13.
player roster is loaded with Observerland standouts.

"Eventually we'll be a good team,” Pitcher said. “We
have a lot of talent. Some of the kids ‘are siruggling
right now, but will come around later, Right now when
we fall apart, we really fall apart. We're still sorting
things out.”

Westland Ameérlea, members of the Little Caesars

Please turn to Pago 3

Senior Olympic runner

?
Arhateur Bascball League, is 10-4 overall and anbeaten
inleague play.

AMONG THE PLAYERS olff to hot starts lnc]u({c

.
* pitcher/flrst baseman Scott Kapla of Redford Cathdlic

Central High, second baseman Jeff Tapp of Wayne Me-
morlal and Jeft fielder Brett Walters of Redford CC.

Tapp has been a pleasant surprise since recovering
from a breken leg he suffered over the winter.

Other area standouts include third baseman pitcher
Mark Rutherford (Livonla CHurehlll), plteher/outfleld-
er Marcus Sarnovsky (Churchill), utility Infielder Greg
Tamas (Westland John Glenn), catcher -John Raash
(Redford CC), plicher Jason Wetmore {Wayne), and
catcher Jason Zlelinski {Lutheran High Westland).

Roundlng out the Westland America roster is outfleld-
er/first baseman Kevin Kern, a power threat from Mil.
ford High; catcher/pitcher Brian Hlcks, Dearborn
Heights Fatrlane Christian; and pitcher Jason Temple of
Woodhaven,

“Several klds pitched on the varsity, inctuding Jason
Wetmore who had a nehitter (perfect game) against

" sald the Westland coach.

Pitcher hopes this Mlckey Mantle-age group team
will duplicate the feats of past natlonal champlons.

Pleasa turn to Page 2

Mantle baliclub unbeaten

Norih Farmington-West Bloomfleld won 1is “Joth~
baseball game without a loss Thursday, defeatlng the
visiting Windsor Canadlans 18-7.

The Little Caesars Mickey Mantle game ended In the
sixth inning when the Windsor team conceded to NFWB.

Jason Farrell, who will be a junlor at West Bioom-
field High School, pitched four innings to get the win. He

+ allowed only twa hits and one run, didn't walk a batter

and struck out five.

Derrick Fox, who begins his senjor year at Birming.
ham Brother Rlce in the fal), was the big hltter, golng 4-
for-4 and driving In seven runs. He had two doubles, one
with the bases loaded, and a three-run triple.

Farrcll, John Heller, Mlke Jehle and Craig Peterson

bad two hlts apicce. Heller has played all 10 games at
catcher without an error.

In its three previous games, NFWB defeated Bir-
mingham 1i-1, Monroc 12-0 and Plymouth Salem 13-4.

Peterson pitched a shutout through six innings against
Birmingham and hit his second grand slam of the scason
to secyre the win over Salem. Fox threw a four-hitter in
the Monroe game.

NFWB broke loose against Salem pltcher Dan
Hutchinson with a four-run fifth inning on key hits by
Jay Davey and Fox. Mitch Rivit pltched his best game
:3 di:rlcal Salem, according to NFWB manager Lennie

‘oolf,

NFWB has outscored its 10 opponents 124-27.

Barry Patterson
Coach of Year

team next year, including Sherry
Harper, who went 9-0 with an 0.57
earned run average. She beat state-
rapked Jenison (2-0) and Lapeer
West (2-1). o

“The future Is stil] bright,” sald
Patterson, whose carcer record is.
133-26. “We have some holes- to #ill,
but we still fecl confident.—

Followlng is a proflle of each
player on the 1991 All-Observer first
team:

FIRST TEAM

Tracy Thompson, plicher, Gardon
Clty: Thompson, who plans 1o play soft-
bati and sludy to bocome & pharmacist at
Foms Siate, slways had Ihe right pro-
scription for beahing 1he opponent 1his
opring Sho was Paiterson's go-ta piicher,
finishing wilh & 15-3 record, 0.97 eatned
un average and 118 sirikeouts in 123 inn-

Ings pilched. Thompzon, who canles &

all area .
softball

37 grado point average, balted 323 with

34 RBL, 39 uns scored, four Inp.es and
tve doubles

“Tracy was the henrt and sout of our
feam lor the past two seasons.” Palter-

Mercy

Maureen Pautin

Dana Botwick

Mercy N. Farmington

son sayd. “She has a amount
of compozure and seemed 1 bo the con- |,
ter ol our team. Hor drop ball and
changeup made het 1ough to hit. She was
a 1rue leadet by examplos sha sal on Iho
held. ™

Mauroan Paulin, plichor, Mercy: Ono
of the area’s lop athlales, Paulin capped
oft a successtul caroer by cattying Morcy
10 Iho Class A distict Iitle. Pautin struck
ot 148 barters in 1724 Inaings on route
101 20-7 record Ona of hor moat impres-
<ive games came in the regional semifinnl
whara she allowed only three hits In n 3-2
foss 1o eventual siate ruanerup Garden
Ciy. *

Pautin had a 1.67 ERA, and alto con-
nbuted al Ibo piate with a 348 avetage,
29 tuns <Coted and 32 RBI. Paubn, who ks
headed 10 Madoana Universily of o vok s

Canton -

. Teacy Thompson
Garden City

Jenny Mayle
Franklin

loyball scholdrshup, alzo played each in-..
beld position when not pitching

TTTSheST BT MANMACY” Pilcher o1 vory

last, but very conlrolied,” coach Suzanna
Brown said 1 don"t know how you can
teplaco a person bhe hor. Mo Paulins
come atound once in & htebme. "

Jonpy Mayle, plichor, Franlin: As a
funior, tha S-foot-11 conior fod' the Palrk
ots 10 Iho stnle Class A tithe game batoro
losing 3.0 to Jenuson.

As one of the slale’s promier pilchers,
Mayle tinishod with 8 20-1 recortd and an

-camed run average lezs than 1.00. Her
onfy losses occurred Agalnst theeo siato-

tanked clubs Class B Richmond {1-0),
Kim Supron

Ladywood

Ploase turn to Page 2

Carolyn Shanks
Garden City
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