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 baseball’s ‘Golden Age’

Collector’s-item
footage is featured

By Steve Paschal

Once there was a time when
baseball was a game.

Before the days when -
multimilllon-dellar player contracts
and massive exposure were made
poasible by the ermergence of

levislon a3 a soclal ph
the game of baschall and the men
who played it captured the
American imagination. While
America stumbled through a major
Depreasion and into the second
global war In two decades, players '
Iike Dixxy Dean, Lou Gehrig and-
Ted Willlams kept the American
spirit allve slmply by chasing a ball
between two chalk lines. That time
has come to be called "“The Golden
Age of Baseball.”

Thanks to the discovery of more

than 40 hours of fllm footage,
including never-before-seen color
footage of Babe Ruth and Jackle
Roblnson as well as Gehrig and
Williams, HBO and Black Canyon
productions have recaptured that
time [n “When It Wes a Game,”
debuting Monday, July 8, on HBO.
The documentary takes fans ba
to the days‘when the Braves were in
Boston, the A’s were In Philadelphla
and most games were played during
the day on grass flelds, It visits now-
Jegendary ballparks like Ebbets
Field, the Polo Grounds and
Comlskey Park, and offers
highlights of the 1938 World Series
between the New York Yankees and
Chlcago Cube, played before the lvy-
covered walls of Wrigley Field.

. More than 40 Hall of Famers are. .

represented in this look at our

pational pastime. Producers found

the footage in the basements, atilcs

and trunks of fans, former players,
hes and oquipment

In addltion, actors James Earl *

Jones, Jason Robards and Roy

Schejder contribute readings from

historic baseball lore. J
- The show offers a historical

perspective on the game, beginning
with the hard-nosed, Depression-cra

play of the St, Louls Cardinals’ Gas
~ House Gang, led by Dizzy Dean,

- spends far too litle time ch

Pepper Martin and Leo Durocher. It -

recalls the days when President
Franklln Roosevelt declared -
baseball so Important to American
morale that “they shouldn’t quit -
playing just because there's a war
on,” and goes through the post-War
battles between the New York
Yankees and Boston Red Soz.
However, the d t

there s no fllm of the old Negro
Leagues and only passing reference
to the fact that Lhe bold, although . .
long overdue, move by Branch  ~

. Rickey and the Brooklyn Dodgers in |

bringing Rohlason into the Major
Leagues was very unpopular with
most players and owners. In fact,

- the 195) dismissal of then-baseball

»
el

Iss A.B. “Happy"
Chandler was pr d at least In

the most important event in the
history of American sporis:
infegration. There Ls some footage
of Robinson, Roy Campanella,
Willle Mays and Satchel Paige, but

Monday on HBO,

part by his decision to override the
owners' 15-1 vote agalnst letting
Roblnson Into the game.

These memories, too, belong to
the “Golden Age."

Juckie Robﬁmn {far tel1) and other members of the Brooklyn Dodgers are

spotlighted in the nostalgic documentary “When [t Was & Game,” debnting
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