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vate.

By Casey Hans
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HE REHABILITATION of an old
Detroit apartment: building has
rejuvenated the spirit of city
dwellers and suburbanites alike

who have worked on'the project since late
last year.
Many people, including a 38-year-old Ro-
chester woman scarching for a new career,
. a Mercy nun with an urban calling who
lives in the city, and an architect who grad-
uated from Mercy High School and de-
signed the rehab project have played im-
portant roles in reviving the 74.year-oll

structure on West Grand Boulevard,

The 3-story brick building Is being reno-
vated by a group called Core City Nelgh-
borhoods and will be used as a shelter and
training ground for families as part of the
Coalitlon on Temporary Shelter, or COTS,
program;

“This project has done wonders for me,"
sald Theresa Cusumano, the Rochester res-
ident who said the project has been her
therapy since losing her parategal job. “Be-
cause I'm unemployed, Its great therapy
for me.

*“It reminded me of who T am. Its glven *

me alot of joy.”

Cusumano became aware of the project
through the St. John Fisher Chapel, a Cath-
olic parish on the Oakland University cam-
pus founded to serve the university com-
munity.

ARCHITECT SHIRLEY Smith, a 1971

... graduaie of-Mercy-High Schoot in Farming. -~

ton Hills, took a professional interest in the
project, but soon developed a personal in-
terest’ as well. She has spent many hours
‘working in the building with hcr sleeves

- rolled up.

“We have a very, very strong interest in

The rehab spirit

City dwellers, suburbanites roll up their sleeves

more, we hupn This Is starting within the
community.™

‘The 1817 building on West Gmnd Boule-
vard had been abandoned for 12. years
when Core City tackled the project. Volun-
teers took hammers and sledgechammers to
the building in November 1990 and Mgan
the renovations in March: -

Core City was started as a sort of block
club 5-6 ago by members of the near west

side Detroit community, including two sls-

ters from the Farmington Hills-based Sls-
ters of Mercy Order, The group contlnues
to encourage the upkeep of neighborhoods
They have renovated vacant lots, single
family houses and a few small apartment
complexes, but the West Grand Boulevard
building is the first major apartment reno-
vatlon for the group.

WOODY BOYDELL is the Core City
project manager and social worker who
Smith calls “the glue that holds this all to-
gether.” Boydell said he became Involved
because his skills as a social worker coutd
not {ully help people. “I wasn't able fo pro-
vide some basic needs,” he explained. “1f
someone doesn't have a place to live, it's
hard to work on sclf-esteem issues." -

housing. especially housing for the poor. The project has alse helped the self-es-
There's a, real problem out there,” said teem of the neighborhood.

Smith, an architect with the Itoyat Qak.
based Garnet R. Cousins & Associates Ar-
chitects.

i
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Projéct director Woody Boydell works with Rochester resident and
project Thareu in-the West Grand Boulevard ~ -
apartment buil Vi the Metro area are
spending Saturdays getting lha hulldlna ready for occupancy by seven

This is the 1917 bvick bul!dlng on
West Grand Boulevard in Detroit
that is being renovated for home-
less families.

Individuals” or groups interested in

“We did our job and have stayed in- vaiunteering for a project can cail the
volved. There is not a lot of this going on in Core City Neighhorhoods office at 894-
Detroit. This is really breaking ground for 8431

_police/fire calls

Listed betow are seme of the
Farmington-area  police  inci.
dents, fire calls and court cases
reported during the past u'eek

@ AUTO THEFTS

Four thelts from vehicles parked
in the city of Farmingion over the
weekend netted thieves more than
$2000. Two incldents occurred in the
$iol_Ajre ared and two others

tre
¥

passing_ June 28. The two 19
-ulds, one 17-year-old and one
ar-old who entered the ceme-
tery at about 1:45 am., told police
they were “looking for the arca
shere the car would roli uphilt,” an
olil wives tale from the area.

The four were caught when some-
ane  teported  hearing  screaming
coming from the cometery area.

1991 GMC Jimmy on Research
Drive, Junc 28.

A portable tclephone valued at
$900 was reported stolen from a
1990 Mitsubishi on Skye Drive, June
21-28.

An AM/FM cassctte playcr valued
at $300 was reported stolen from a
1991 Pontiac at Medar Inc., 38700
Grand River, June 28.

A ring Nalued at $6.000 was ro-

“Smithfield in the Chatham 11ills sub-
division:

@ polf clubs and a-radio valued at
$600 were reported stolen from a
car parked on Leelane Junc 27,

® a purse and its contents anmd
jewlery valued at $925 were report-
ed stolen from a car parked In the
Crehard-10 Center.

# CDs, a wallet, cash and a radar
detector valued at $498 and a tape
player valued at §200 were reported
stolen from two ditferent vehicles _
parked on Smithficld. \;
@ SUSPICIOUS FIRE

The cause of a fire at an aban-
doned bullding on 12 Mile, west of
Drake, just after 2 am. Friday is
constdered suspicions, according ta a
Farmington Hills fire report.

Firelighters were called to the
scene oh a report of smoke In the
area. They found a firc in the build-
ing next to a dentist office at 37325
12 Mile, Firefighters found multiple
points of origin for the fire In the
building. No significant damage was
caused.
® CARFIRE

Damage was estimated at $1,000
after fire broke out under the hood
of a car driven by a Royal Oak man
on nerthbound 1-275, south of 9 Mile,
according to a Farmington Hills fire
report.

The man told firefighters we was
returning from Battle Creek when
the car just stopped. He pulled off
the road, opened the hood and found
fire in the_ cngine compartment.
Firelighters extinguished the fire.

® TICKETS ISSUED

Three of four Novi teens found In
the Oakwood Cemetery on Grand
River after hours were ticketed for

® HUB CAP THEFTS

At least nine cars lost their hub
caps and wheel covers to thieves
Juhe 27-29 at the Green Fills Apart-
enls camplex, south of Nine Mile,
between Git! and Halsted, according
to Farmington 11ills police reports.

Value of the hub caps ranged {rom
$100 to $1.000.

® GREASE FIRE

“Heat from gas-fucled  kitchen
equipment ignited grease on a kitch-
en range unit at McDonald's restau-
rant, 38425 10 Mile, carly Saturday
morning, according to a Farmingten
Hulls fice report.

When {irefighters arrived they
found the restaurant’s sprinkling
sysiem has extinguished the small
grease fire but a fire was still burn.
ing behind the unit.

Damage was estimated at $1,000,
¢ BARBEQUE FIRE

Firefighters found that the fitting
cntering a barbeque had failed, caus-
ing the barbecue to cateh fire, When
firefsghiers arrived at the house on
Bella Vista Friday, they turned off
the gas and extinguished the f{ire
with a garden hose. Damage was cs-
tmated ot $300, according to a
Farmington Hills fire report.

® THEFTS REPORTED

A gold neeklace valued at $750°

was reported stolen from a glove
compartment of a car parked at Ar-
bor Drugs, 23391 Farmingten Road
June 15.

A AM/FM cassette radio valued
$200 was rcported stolen' from a
1985 Oldsmoblle at the Robert Bosch
Corp., 38000 Hills Tech Drive, June
28

An AM/FM casseite radio valued
atl $600 was reported stolen from a

poried stolen Trom a unit at the Dia-
mond Forest Apartments, 23160
Halsted, June 28

Three fiscus trees valued at $300
were reported stolen from the deck
of a house on Marvin, June 28-29.

An outboard motor valued at
$1.150 was reported stolen from a
house on Brittany, June 28-29.

Cassctie tapes and a water tester
kit valued at $500 were rcported
stolen from a 1986 Pontiac from a
unit in the Village Green Apart-
menls on Haggerty, June 29.

A tawn mower valued at $400 was
reported- stolen from a house on
Hensselaer, June 27-28,

Tools valued at $200 were report-
ed stolen from a garage on Pond
Ridge, Junc 18-28.

A 10-speed bicyele valued at $300
was reported stolen from a house on
Freedom Road, June 27-28.

A purse and wallet and contents
valued atl $300 were reported stolen
from a 1987 Acura parked at the Vil
lage Green Apartments on Haggerty,
June 29-36.

A VCR camcra, radar detector,
flashlight and bricfcase valued at
$1.214 were reported stolen from a
house on Chapelweigh, June 30.

® DAMAGE REPORTED
A car parked at Shoe Town, 23332

Farmington Road, was damaged *

June 26, when the driver's window
was broken out. Damage was esti-
mated at $90.

The rear window of a house on
Heatherton In Farmington was bro-
ken out June 26-27, causing some $75
indamage.

Damage was estimated at $200
when the paint on a car parked at
Paulinc’s  Unisex,
Lake, Farmington, was scratched.
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27400 W 7 MLE ROAD

QUALITY CAST ALUMINUM LANTERNS
FOR OVER SIXTY YEARS.

'Fashionable, dramatic
and aesthetic —
these elegant non-rusting,
durable lantems are the best
exterior fixtures you can
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