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| Michae! On Fire, formerly Michael Colone of
Livonia, Is drawing raves with his live perfor-

Moon."

mances and his latest release “Commanche

| -Mic'h‘aei

blazes
new trall

By l-lrr1 0'Connor
staff writer

IN CONCERT

® PARADISE VALLEY JAZZ JAM
Paradise Valley Jazz Jam will take
place Monday, July 8, at Alvin's, 5756

Cass, Detrait. For information, call-833- -

2355,
@ WISHINQG FIELD

Wishing Field will perform Monday,
July 8, at Rick's Cale, 611 Church, Ann

_ Arbor. For information, call $96-2747.

0. :
0. will perform Tuesday, July 9,
at Rick's Cale, 611 Church, Ann Arbor,

Though based in Southern Cali-
fornia, Michael On Fire's musical
wick was Iit In his native Detroit.

The 1968 graduate of Livonia
Stevenson mentions hames from
‘kls playing days here, people. like
Jjaxz master Lyman Woodward-and,
polltical qllvisl John Slnclalr as
sources of inspiratlon. -

"They brought the muslc to the
people from the street,” said Mi-
chael On Fire, formerly known as

* Michact Colone. “They dida't care

about things like fame and fortune.
They were playing because they
had to play. I took that with me.”
This' Wednesday, Michael .On
Flre will bring that passion and im-
medlacy back with him as returns
to this area for a show at Alvin's.
Terry Farmer, another Llvonian
‘transplanted in Southern Califor-
nla, and his Bead Band will open.
The gig will mark Michael On
Fire's flrst show in the Motor City
since leaving for Califernia in 1980,

NO DOUBT, things have been re-
tined since those days when Mi-

Prismatic, in the
1970s at such clubs as Cobb's Cor-
aer on Cass Avenue.

Today, Michael On Fire plays a
grueling schedule of 360 shows a
year and continually embarks on
cr‘o'ss-cuul‘\uy ‘u:um. He likens him-
solf.10..4 ’ 1

-377-2010.

chacl-On Fire played with a jazz”
- {usion outfit, M

For call 996-2747, A

| @ WARRANT

© Warrant will perform with guests,
Trixter and Firehouse, 7:30 p.m, Tues.
day, July ¥, at Meadow Brook Music Fes-
tval In Rochester. Tickets are §15,
$14.50 and $52.50. For Informatlon, call

® CHISEL BROS,
Chise] Brothers will perform Tuesday,

iy 5. 31 Alvin's, 756 Cass, Detrols, For

lnlq‘mu_llnn. a1 832-2335.

® MICHAEL ON FIRE, -

Michael on Fire wilt ptrl!orm with Ter-
ty Farmer and The Bead Dand Wednes-
day, July 10, at Alvin's, 5756 Cass, De-
troit. For (nformaticn, call 832-2355.

® DBORH NAKED

Born Naked will perform Wednesday,
July 10, at Rick's Cate, §11 Church, Ann
Arbor. For informatlon, call 3962747,

® MARSHALL CRENSHAW .

Marsball Crenshaw swill perform
Thursday, July 11, at Salnt Andrew's
Hall, 431 E. Congresw, Delrolt. Tickets
are $1050 In advance. For Information,
call S61-MELT. .

® PEST

Pest will perform with guests, Truh
Brats, will perform Thursday, July {1, at
3D, 1815 N. Main, Royal OaX. For infor.
mation, call 569.3344.

® GATEMOUTH BROWN

® RON BROOKS TBIO

Ron Brooks Trio wil] perform Prid.-
and Saturday, Ju.ly l!-l! at Bled of qu-
diso, 207 §. Ashiey, Ang Arbor. Cover is
45 For Informaticn, call 682-8310.

® NOTHING FANCY

Nothing Fancy wifl perform Friday,
July 12, at Cross Street Station, 510 W.
Cross, Ypsilanti. For Information, ull
435-5050.

® BUSHMASTERS

Bushmasters will perform with guests,
Frecmasons, Friday, July 12, at the
Hamtramck Pub, 2048 Canlff, otf I-75.
For taformatlon, call 365-3829.

& BOBJAMES

Jazz mmposef/leyboardul Bob James
and jazz flutist Alexander Zonjic will per-
form 8 p.m. Priday, July 12, at Meadow
Brook Mustc Festival in Rochester. Tick- *
els are §22.59, $22 and $12.50. Fnr infor-
matlon, cal) 377-2010.

® JOHN D, LAMB

lohn D. Lamb wilt perform Frldly,
July 12, at Alvin’s, $756 Cass, Detroit.
For information, call 832-2355.

‘e ELVIa HITLER

Elvis Hitler will perform with gu
Soul Statlon, Saturday, July 13, at Llll‘
21, 2930 Jacob, off Jos. Campau, Ham-
ancL For lnrormat.lon. calt §75-6985

® LARADOS

Laradas will perform 3-6 pem. Satur-
day, July 13, at the “Up With Farming-
ton™ festival in the Uplown Farmington
Plaza, Grand River Avenuc at Mooney,
one block west of Orchard Lake Road.

® STEVE NARDELLA . .

Steve Nardella will perform Saiurday,
July 13, at Sulty's, 4758 Greenfield, north
of ichigan Avenue: Dearborn. For infor- |
mation, call 46-1920.

® AHYTHM KINGE o
Fbythm Kings will perform Saturday,

July 13, at Moby Dicks, $452 Schaeler,
,‘ chi D

P B
over the country,” meaning he has
no major; label support.

His latest release on the inde-
pendent tabel M.C.R. Music, “Com-
manche Moon,” features a stirring
blend of folk, blues and rock'nroll
ushered home with Michacl On
Fire's commanding vocals and
simmering musicianship, The LP is
boundless In musical scope, re-
fraining from the standard radio
ready pop tare.

Ploase turn to Page 4

SEmu; THE SHOW

Who:
Michael en Fire will petform
wilh Terry Farmer and the
Bead Band.

Whon:
Wednosday, Jul_y 10

Where:
Alvain's, 5756 Cass, Dotroit,
832-2355

" form two shows, 8 and 11

Crenshaw back to old self with new LR

By Stave O'Leary
special writer

Singer/songwriter Marshall Cren-
shaw has come a long way since he
played In a varicty of high school
and oldies bar bands. A graduate of
Berkley High Schoo), he says he'd
just as soon forget those days.

“Let's just say the names of those
bands are best left obscurity,” Cren-
shaw sald from his Los Angeles hotel
room where he's doing publicity in
preparation for his latest tour, which
will promote his sixth and latest al-
bum, “Life’s Too Short.”

REVIEWS

Crenshaw left the Detrolt arca in
1976 to join a fricnd’s band in Alas-
ka, of all places. “But the band lcad-
er and 1 didn’t hit it off good at all,
so 1 split. I was working Is same
small bar bands out west when I de-
cided to scresk It, I've had enough of
playing sccond fiddle in second-rate
bands. | decided to come back ta De-
trolt and marry my girliriend, Tone
(he won't disclose her last name but
says they're still happily married).”

Along the way, hc answered an ad
for "Beatlemania."

“They called me in Detroit, l:\udi‘

tioned and got the part. Aftee nearly

two years, [ quil to spend mere time
with my family.

1t was then that a 12-inch version
of “Someday, Semeway” was
recorded and ‘he was offered a
record cantract with Warner Broth.
ers, @ relationship which finatly
soured in 1989. He was wooed — and
won— by MCA, wha rc|cascd “Life's
Too Short.”

“LIFE'S TOO Short” delivers
what we've come to expect from
Crenshaw: short, snappy power pop
filled with enough hooks.{o get a toe-
tapping response from even the most

Jaded rock fans. While cronies like
Nick Lowe and Elvls Costello fcll off
along the wayside, Crenshaw has
maintained his pop scnsibillty, as cv-
idenced in tunes like "Everything's
the Truth™ and “Walkin’ Around.”

His tour, which will hit Saint An-
drew's Hall on Thursday, July 11,
wilt fcature an afl-new band for
Crenshaw, including Mitch Easter,
perhaps best known as a producer of
bands such as the much lamented
dB'’s and Chris Stamey.

“I'm as excited about this tour as
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WARM YOUR
HEART
— Aaron Neville

Most folks know ‘Aarcn Neville

from his work with his sibling group,

the Neville Brothers, or-from his
MTYV balladeering on “Don’t Know
Much" with Linda Ronstadt. {In the
video, Neville’s the one in the dad-
gerous looking cut-off jeans jacket
that gives him that surly “least like-
1y to be a singing ballad” look.

But Neville's been around since
the late 1960's when he hit it big with
the classic “Tell It Like It Is.” That
song was given new tlfe when It was
included on the soundtrack 1o the
movic "The Big Easy” — an excel-
lent sampter of New Orleans sounds.
by the way.

Surprisingly, “Warm Your Heart”
is Nevllle’s first solp offering in
more than 20 years and, for an occa-
sion ns big as this, Neville brought
out some blg-gun collaborators.

For one, strangely enough, Linda
Ronstadt is a co-producer on the al-
bum. She also sings a duct with Nev-
ille an the doo-wnp Five Keys song
“Close Your Eyes," sings back-up on
a few songs and is even credited
with whistling on “Everybody plays

. The Fool.” Apparently Ronstandt is

AaronNeville -
very, very grateful to Ngville for re-
vitalizing her previously sluggish ca-
feer.

Neville was careful to pick tunes
for ‘Warm Your Heart’ that compdl-
ment his soaring. clear voice. His
roster of sangwriters is impressive. .
‘The CD kicks off with Randy New-
man's lovely “Louislana 1927." A
John Hiatt tune, "Feels Like Rain,”
features the great Ry Cooder on
slide guitar.

It an artist is going to walt 20
years beiween albums, the final
product better be preity darn good.
In the case of “Warm Your Heart,”
happily, the result was worth walt-
ing for. The record is able to address
subjects like faith and healing with-
out belng sappy — quite an accom-
plishment.

— Jilt Hamilton

SLINKY

— Milltown
Brothers

“Slinky” i3 a hard record to get a
handle on — it's difficult 1o say

whether it's very enjoyable or not.
It’s certainly not offensive. But then,
1don’t think I'd pay money for it.

It's sort of what would happen if a
Roliywood producer who knew noth-
ing about music was making a teen
flick and oeeded an allernative-
sounding band to play at the big
dance scenc at the end of the movie.
Milltown Brothers would be that
band. Their music is a kind of gener-
ic allernative music;

‘Their lyrics are mare like sound
bites than any. attempt at communi-
cation. The song “Which Way Should
1 Jump?, for example, the lyrics
pretty much are “Which way should
1 jump?” repeated at least 13 times.
Sure there are ather lyrics, but they
seem 10 be there only so that the en-
tire song lsn't comprised of the
words “Which Way Should I Jump?”

Speaking of “Which Way Should 1

_Jump?,” it's one of the many songs

on "Slinky" that Is more that a bit
influences by the Byrds. Unfor-
tunately for the Milllown Brothers,
the Byrds-csque soarlng harmonices,
guitar sounds and sound struciures

were done a lot better by the Byrds
themselves. Anyway, if you're going
to copy someone, you may as well be
original in your selection. Everyone
does the Byrds, it'd be nice 1o here a
rising young band imitate someone
different for a change iike Donovan
or the Village People or something.

The vocals are nothing to sing
about cither. I'm sure no vocal train-
Ing was involved here, The guy
sounds a bit like Mike Patton of
Faith No More, but sounds infinltely
more annaying. My friend said the
lcad singer, sounds like a cartoon
character. Good cnough.

The main reason these guys proba.
bly got signed to a record tadbel s
that they are cute.

And, In the music business, unfor-
tunately, that often counts for a lot.

— Jilt Hamiltan

" The boat depal

Brown wilt perform Thurs:
day, July 11, at Sully’s, 4758 Greeniicld,
north of Michigan Avenue, Dearborn. Fcr
Information, call 846-1920.

# WILD KINGDOM

Wild Kingdom wil) perform Thursday,
July 11, at Rick's Cafe, 611 Church, Ann
Arbor. For information, call 396-2747.

® BELA FLECK AND THE

. FLECKTONES

Bela Fleck and the Flecktones will per-
p.m., Thursday,
July 11, at Alvin's, 5756 Cass, Detroit
For iurulmauon, call 832-2355.

® MISSIONARY STEW

Missibnary Stew will perform with
guests. In Autumn. Friday. July 12, at
Lili's 21, 2rm mr w2 In Aulumn

@ THE DIFFERENCE

The Differcnee will perform Friday,
July 12, at Rick's Cafe, 611 Church. Ann
Arbor. For information. €2l 996.2747,

® NEW DELTA ROCKERS .

New Delta Rockers will perform Fri-
day. July 12, at Moby Dicks, 5452
Schaefer, north of Michlgan Avenue.

* Dearborg For information, call $81-3650.

@ HEAVEN'S WiISH

Heaven's Wish will perform Friday,
July 12. on the Bobloe Moonlight Cruise.
rts 11 p.m. and returns 1
am For information. call 8430700 or
843-8800 we

® GEORGE BEDARD
Goorge Bedard seill perform Friday,
July 12, 2L Sully’s, 4758 Greenheld, north
chigan Avenue, Dearborn. For infor-

. call 846-1920.

of §
mal

. B
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Saint Andrew’s Hall, 431 E. Congress, De-

troil.For information, call 961 MELT.
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Information, call $81-3650.

® FLOOR® ‘

Floor § will perform with guests,
Weéeping Rachel, Saturday, July 13, at ihe
Hamtramck Pub, 2048 Caniff, off [.75.
For information, call 365-3829.

® HOWLING DIABLOS |

liowling Diablos wlil perform Satur-
day, July 13, on’ the Boblo Mooalight
Cruise. The boal departs 11 pm. and re-
lurns 1 am. For information, call 343-
0700 or B43-3500. .

® KENNY NEAL

Kenny Neal will perform Saturday,
July 13, at Rick’s Cafe, 611 Church, Ann
Arbor. For information, call 996-2747.

@ THE SISTERS OF MERCY
The Sisters of Mercy will perform with

. guests, Public Enemy, Gang of Four and

Wartior Soul, 7:30.m. Saturday, July 13,
at Chene fark Muske Theatre in Delroit
Tickets are $22.50 pavilion: $20.50 Jawn.

@ SPEAKER'S CORNER .

Speaker's Corner will perform’ Satur-
day, July 13, at Cross Street Station, 511
W_Cross, Ypsilantl. For Infarmation, cal}
1B5-5050

® MISS JONES

Miss Jones will }nrlnn‘n Saturday, July
13, at Exst Club, 29463 John R, Madison
Heights. For information, call $44-1298.

. FRANK ALLISON AND THE ODD

Furk Allison and the Odd Sox il per-
form Saturday, July t3. at Alvin's, 5756
Cass, Detroit. For information. ¢all 812
2355,

® INCURABLES

Incuradles will perform Sunday, J
14, at lhmlram(‘k Pub, 2048 Canift, ol!
of 1.75,

The Incurables perform Sunday, July 14, at the Harnlrumck

Pub,

LOCAL -

TOP HITS

Here are the top-10 releases on “Des
troit Music Scene,” which I3 aired 4.3
pm Sunday on WDTR-FM 509

I “My Hands," Imitation-of Lite
“Hadio Existance,” GTOY

l 1 the Hamtramch Pub.”

art

4

S,

varioes

‘oy Better Run,” Chain Reactlon
‘Shakin’ Street,” Cult Heroes |
6. “"Rored to Tears,” Fook
7. "Fallitg in love wilh Someone.”
Buzacockt
8. "Dang \Ic. Coaniry Bob and 1be Blood
llrmtrl

“Dait AllO\rr, Dave Rave
m “Rochwrok, {liravox

Best-selling records of the week:

‘I(Il!h Rush.” Pagla Abdu)

i‘e;lx‘:\g Is x Wlmdtr(n\ T\m:_ Mickael

7 Lot My Rl wR
ra\"lc'ouplr Days OH." Huey Lewls & the
le e ¥ o cone ot T Ty

(Source: Cashbor magazine)




