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Stratford’s ‘Our Town’

“flawless in presentation

. “Qur Town" in reper-
tory through Saturday, Oct. 19, at
the Avon Theatre at the Stratford
Festival in Stratford, Ontario.
e Observer & Eccentric News-
papers is o promotional sponsor
Sor the festival's 39th season. For
treket infurmation call 964-4664 in
metropolitun Detroit.

““Qur Town,” the American classic
by Thornton Wilder, Is a jewel of a
production in the hands of the Strat-
ford Festlval in Canada.

Combintng gentle humor and dra-
matic punches, the play stars Doug-
las Raln as the Stage Manager, or
narrator, of the story of life Ln small-
town Grover's Corners, N.H., in the
early 1900s. ‘A scasoned pro, Raln

manages to extract every bit of :
tle lines that could as pointed out to the avdience ixthat

just slip past you with a less able ac-
tor.

“Toucklng” and “‘warm” are
words that describe the low-key ac-
tion,’ directed by Vivian Matalon,
whith bullds to a stunning climax in
Act:d, One of the most powerful, and
Incredibly sad scenes, Pve ever scen

on'stage is this funeral sequence,

Ethel

Simmons -

where mourners and the dead are
present after the death of the young
herolne, Emily, In childbirth, .

Staging and lighting throughout
the play are magniflcent, especlally
in the {uneral scene where the dead,
dressed tn [ridescent grey, are stark
contrast o the mourners, all in black
with umbreilas,

THE MESSAGE of “Our Town,"
the ljving are all blind, and don't ap-
preciate death. “It (life} goes™ so
fust,” the deceased Emlly says.

Ann Baggley gives a strodg per-
formunce as a vibrant Emlly Webb,
and Andrew Dolha is appropriately
pleasant and confused as George
Gibbs, the next-door nelghbor who
becomes her boyfriend when they

are teenagers.

One of the play’s most amusing
scenes I3 where actor Ratn, taking
the role of the drugstore owner, pan-

-tomines making ice cream sodas for

the young couple.

The flrst act concerns the couple’s
growling up In Grover's Corners.
Good performances zll are those by
Willlam Dunlop and Roberta Max-
well as George's parents, Dr. and
Mrs.  Gibbs, Clalre - Rankin_as

GROrEE'S yoUNEer sisler, Rebecca,
Peter Donaldsen and Susan Wright
as Mr. and Mrs. Webb, and Sam Dinj-
col as Emily’s brother, lttle Wally
Webb. :

‘In Act 2, George und Emily are’

married, and then the action jumps
back to their teenage “romance"
where he buys her an expensive, fce
cream soda,

The stage for “Qur Town" is bare,
except for Lables and chairs, which
are changed about and ‘used imagi-
natively to create the mood called
for by each scene. At times, some
characters are stilled In freeze
frames, and spotlights are focused to

Douglas Raln {ripht) 1s the Stage Manager in the Amerl
Town,” at tho Stratford (Ontario} Festival.

spotllght individéals, further height-
ening the drama,

Briun Perchaluk, who designed
the set; John Pennoyer, the cos-
tumes, and Michael J. Whitfield, the
lighting, all made wortby contribu-
tons. :

‘upcoming
‘things to do

Continued from Page 5

“Klng" Cole will be presented at 8
.m. Sunday, July 14, at the New
ine Knob near Clarkston. Comedlan

George Carlin with special guest

pamerfca appears at Pine Knob at 8

pm. Thursday, July 25. Country

slars K.T..Oslin and Exlle with spe--.

- pial guest the Desert Rose Band per-
form at 8 p.an. Sunday, July 28. Yes
will perform at 8 p.m. Tuesday, July
30. The Dooble Brothers with special
EJC“!! Joe Walsh appeur at 8 p.m.

'ednesday, July 31. Operation Rock
bnd Roll featuring Alice Cooper and
Judas Prlest with speclal guests
bangerous Toys, Motor Head and
Metal Church appears at 5 p.m. Sat-
prday, Aug. 3. The Lotlapalooza Fes-
tival, featuring Jane's Addiction
Stouxsie and the Banshees, Living
Colour, Nine Inch Nails, Ice-T, he
Butthole Surfers and the Rollins
Band, is presented at 1 p.m. Sunday,
Aug. 4. Grammy winner Bonnle Ra-
Itt “with speclal guest Chris lsask

performs at 8 p.m. Tuesday, Aug. 6.
Tickels are on sale at the Paluce box
otfice and all Ticketmaster centers.
Tickets may also be charged by call-
ing 645-6666.

® OUTDOOA SERIES
‘The country-falk duo of Pat and

Bitl Trommater_is featured at 7 p.om.

‘Thursday, July 11, as the free out-
deor summer music series continues
at the Novi Civie Center. The Trom-
maters, @ husband and wife leam
from Lyons, Mich,, perform Amerl-
can folk muslc, both cuntemporary
and \raditional, original and story
songs, and songs of Mlchigan. Pienic-

style foud is available beginnlng at |

8:30 p.m. In the event of rain the
concert will be tnoved tnside the Civ-
ic Center. Call 3470400 for niore in-
formation.

®. SLEEPING BEAUTY
Stagecrafters Youth Theatre will

present its summer production, "The

Sleeping Beauty,” at 7 p.m. Thurs.

DINING & ENTERTAINMENT

Bob James appears at Mead-
ow Brook on Friday, July 12.

day-Friday, July 11-12; 11 a.m. and 4
p-m, Saturday, July 13, and 2 pam.
Sunday, July 14. The shows will be
presented on the maln stage of the
Baldwlin Theater in Royal Onk. Writ-
ten by R. Eugenc Jackson, thls musl-

cal adaptation has the emphasis on
comedy. General admission tickets
are §4. For information, call 541-
8430, .
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[ DINNER FOR 2
Cholce of
Tondorloln Steak®
Brolled Daston Scrod

Veal Parmesan
Pasta Primavara
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DISTINCT

CCHINESE

ALL DAY
SUNDAY
BUFFET

ALL YOU CAN EAT
BRUNCH

BANQUET FACILITIES
and CATERING SERVICE
AVAILABLE!
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"““a? EVERY WEDNESDAY

¥ COCKTAL HOUR 4 P -CLOSTH(]

merican drama of émall-town-tife; ~Our——

o
DUDE
Open 11 AM.

LUNCHEONS
$395

from

- DINNER FROM *7%°
LOBSTER TAIL DINNER
Salad, Hot Bread. g 1595

1 Potiie

FASHION
SHOW
P ON TO 2 P.M.
- l::‘\'rg‘l:v THURSDAY_ |
Presented by
OUCI OF CLASS

COCKTAIL HOUR
4-7 P.M.

NOW APPEARING...
THE SHOWCASEMEN

BARNQUETS
aall ae Largei
RESERVE NOW FOR CKIISTMAS PARIIEY

28500 Schooicraft
(Opposite Ladbroke DAC)

LIVONIA - 425-5520
AMPLE LIGHTED PARKING

DAILY MON.-SAT, at 11:00 a.m.
NOW OPEN SUN. 4:00 p.m.
OPEN JULY 4th at 4:00 p.m.

OAKLAND UNIVERSITY S

LuncheDinner o Late Night Dining # Take Out
1515 EAST MAPLE RD. TROY » (313)689-2332
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This Summer,
We're Taking A
Lighter Approach
To Fine Dining.

* Linguine Primavera, gatnished
with sun-dned tomotues and grated
waltwts ($8 75) -

* Grilled Tutkey Breast with Gnlled
Vegetables ($9.75)

* Pasta Pesca-Brassed Scrod with
Whole Wheat Linguine, iresh
tomatoes and pea pods {312 00).
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GINENA DIRECTORY

~—— CALL THEATREL FOR SHOW Tt} ——

AHOWCASS CINIMAS ————
ROAIN MATIKIE $3.50
MONDAY THRU SATURDAY UNTIL 4Pl
PIRET BNOW ONLY BUNOAYS & HOLDAYS|
LATE SHOWS PRIDAY & SATURDAY
CONTINUOUS PIRFORMANCEE DAILY

SHOWCASE CINENAS
AUBURN HILLS
i bt
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BOTI X THE HOOD

K01 DALMATIONS
TIRNNATOR 7

NAKED QUM 2%

PROSLEM CHILD 2

CYING TOUNO

THE ROCKITIER

RORIN HOOD PRINCE OF THIEVES PG
CITY S0CKIEE
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240030 IILEGRAPHRD  312-0241
POIKT BREAX

Al Hirt & Pete Fountain
at the
Grand Manor of Fairlane - Dearborn

JULY 28 & 29, 1991

$32.50 Cabaret Style - $45 Dinner & Show
Limited Seats Available

CALL: CORPORATE TRAVEL - (313) 565-8888
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60 People

Coany S Awd Tiy Ow

CIHICAGO STYLE

The Best fn Pown!

RIBS

27189 GRAND RIVER (dust E. ol Inkster Hd }
(313) 537-6610

BOYZ M THE HOOD
TIRMINATOR 2
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“Some Enchanted Evening”

smuste & Iynes by Richard Rodgess X 0sear T eeter, 1

.
Skitch Henderson. ey
Meadow Brook Festival Orchestra

1 Walemon.
Lolhiar Bempeest tara

Saturday, July 13
< Pavilion §20, S17

Lawn $12.50

Patti Page

( II@\}\.\IMUH

with full orchestra

Friday, July 19

Pavilion 822,50, S18 50

Pat Boone

Lawn S12 50
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* ® Grilled Safinon ard Vu&ejxubfes in
Tomat Basil Broth (344 50;

PONTIAC 6 - 12 "Broadway Blockbusters'

FEATURES A CARVING STATION WITH

PN . 2405 $0 THIGRAPHRD 3346777 ROASTTURKEY AND FENDERLOIN "7;,)_ Charles Greenwell. comtan
‘ WAFFLE, OMELETTE AND PAS A ¥ Meadow Brook Festival Orchestra
@ STATIONS; LOX AND SMOKED 1151 feasunng selvetions fom Phantont of the Opera
DISPLAY: AN ARRAY OF HOT ENTRE] i Les Miseeables
charley's crab AND SALADS; DESSERT TABLE AS ¥ Saturday, July 27
g AS A SPECIAL KIDDIE SECTION! Pavilton $20. $17  Lawn $12.50
5498 Crooks Rd B 1E:30 AM - 3 PM

HCKLES AVARABLE AT ALL Concerty stad at 400 pm

-

DUNITS INCIUDING HUUSON 3 HARMONT wOUSE At
30U HOUSH STORLL OF CALL MEADW BPOON
MUSIC HSIVAC SOK OHICE

(313) 377-2010 .
\ Meadow Brook Music Festival
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PLACE ss2-s544
N TE(EGRAPH & FLIZABETH LAKE 2D
AIY GATINEL $1 00 VO% AT 11, eow

oy,
Atthe Northheld Hilton
(313)879.2060 -
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