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How do you decide where to buy a computer?:

First, a confession. [ owe some of
you some answers to mall, and even,
the odd returned phone call, I've
spent the last few months in alr-
planes somewhere between here and
Albuquerque, New Mexico.

‘That makes It a little hard {0 stay
In touch. So, 1 thought I'd use this
and the next column te answer the
two most prevalent questinns: “Ifow
do | scleet the right computer sup-
plicr? and “How do 1 select the
right camputer?” We'll start with
1he supplicr question, since you need
the supplier hefore you ean buy the
computer.

The Qaklan) County area has a
wealth of computer stores, consult-
ants, integrators and other pur-
veyors of computers and systems.
For fulks looking at personal com-
puters fur home ur business there
are luts of decisians. Add to the pre-
dictable collection of vendars who
speeialize in things computerish the
appliance  slures 4 departinent
stores who have decided to add ICs
to (heir inventories of washers,
dryers and TVs, and yuu bave a truly
prodigious collection of places to buy
FUUT nEW computer.

WELL, IT'S REALLY not as tough
a decision as it might seem. lveey-
hing starts with the purpose behind
buying your new computer. For
starters, is it business or home use
you have in mind? 11 business, you'll
get the best support from a consult-

Floats bubble
for charity

Target Stores and A&W will kick
off a new "Root Beer Float™ fund-
1aising  promotion 1o benefit the
Easter Seal Society in the Metro-De-
trolt ares

The "Float Pramation,” featuring
A&W rool beer and cream soda, wilt

be a special feature in the snack bars

at all Target Stores from Sunday,
July 21 through Saturday, July 27.

Although bolh Target Stores and
A&W are corporate sponsors of the
Easter Seal Society and are commit-
ted 10 the organization's mission of
helping persons  with  disabilitics
achieve maximum independence,
this is the fiest time they have
worked together on a project. Every
dollar spent vn the Target Stores and
A&W “Rout Beer Float Promotion™
will go toward local Easter Seal So-
ciety programs and S

Since 1919, Easter Scals has been
dedicated to providing quality reha-
bilitalion services ta people with dls-
abilities and their families. Approxi-
mately 90 pereent of all money
ratsed s retained locally to serve
people with disabilities.

OU workshop
on perfection

An Oakland University Continuum
Center workshup “Excellence With.

ant who can sell you the system, in-
stall i, set it up and support it for
you. This [s the highest price way to
£0 because these outfits are, usually,
small and don't have blg time buying
power, However, they usually pro-
vide the most personallzed service.
For small businesses that's well
worth the price.

For larger businesses and those of
you who are pretty sharp with a PC,
the best place to go is the bigger
computer store such as Businessland
or Computerland, Thece are, of
course, many others including our
own -local 1nacemp. These stores

—

Peter

the computer insider

Stephenson

tend to be lighter on support Ino
matter what they clalm) and heavy
on mainline products at very good
prices. Since you only need lmited
support, the price and product guali-
ty Is very inviting,

For hune use, you ¢an't' gu wrong

with ihe appliance and depdrtment
stures  These stores don't usually
carey the mainline products, but for
home use (lighter duty than day-in,
day-out business use) the products
the, « quite acceptable. These
snppliers also have reasonably good

service  departments.  And ., there
scems to be a constant price war
going on from which you, the con-
sumer, will benefit,

THERE'S UNE MORE reason te
buy the home computer from one of
ihese stores. They usually put to-

. Bether a ‘kit’ which includes comput-

er, display, printer and some soft-
warc. Sometimes they’)l even throw
in a modem and a copy of Prodigy.
Also, you can, often, wheel and deal
2 bit 1o get the biggest collection of
goudies for the lowest price.

Buying 4 PC is a bit like buying a

car. You need to shop arvund, kick a
few tires, and get the ¢.a) that fits |
your requirements. Col iider price,
product and support. and you won't
g0 wrong And that's the inside story.

Peter Stephenson as u comput-
er consultunt, lecturer, nattonally
published colummest ond author
who lives i Rochester Hdls, He
cun be reached wa o electronc

phensung and on
v Insider BBS (375,
as by letter to The
rhrire

Observer &

LIVONIA OUTLET STORE

SEARS ||\

ELECTRONICS

APPLIANCES

FURNITURE

= |
HUGE INVENTORY REDUCTION
— UNBELIEVABLE SAVINGS —

ALL PRIOR SALES EXCLUDED

SPECIAL

SAVE ON SELECTED
LIVING ROOM FURNITURE

SOFAS v $0QQ88

S
SLEEPERS L}sw $0 40?88

ACCENT TABLES (5w $ 88
LOow
ASSORTED AS 79
CHAIRS, RSECLINERS AS LOW AS
AND SWIVEL 88
Rockers 99

LIMITED STYLES AND QUANTITY

LOVESEATS L'}Zw s49Qse

SAVE ON SELECTED
DINING ROOM FURNITURE

. AS
TABLES v $5Q88
DINING ROOM  $4 4088

SETS

. WAS '1,100%
CHINA
CABINETS now 49988

CHINA HUTCH Whs 99
TOPS now >4 98

BAR STOOLS $4 788
LIMITED STYLES AND QUANTITY

AS
LOW
AS

"RANGES

SAVE ON SELECTED
APPLIANCES

rermicERaToRs cov o Q)88

BUILT-IN
AS
LIMITED MODELS AND QUANTITY

out Perfectionism™ will explore per-
fectionistm 1-4 p.m. Wednesday, July
31 on the Rochester campus,

Continyum Center training spe-
cialist Roberta "Jett” Dailey will ex-
amine the pattern tlng & stan-
dard for excellence, achieving it,
and, after a few successes, being
drawn into an expectation of flaw.
fessness in every task taken on. Par.
) ill look at how, carried to
perfectionism can run
their and ruin their relation-
ships. The program will focus on
striving for excellence without using
self-defcating behavior,

The fee is $39. MasterCard/Visa
accepted. Hegistrations will be tak-
en through July 29. Call 370-3033.

CHRISTMAS
7 JuLy

g: THIS WEEK f

OFF
Practically Everything
Starewide at

ke Dall Faspital
& Try Setdicr Shep
Plan Ahead for
ther Llolicdaays!
“ESEFR) Mie R Bersiey
M-Sat (03 Fee 10-8 3423119

#

i

Lot st Netnns

[ITEEN

| “Vie give a hoot,
L s0 we won't pollute!”

SAVE ON SELECTED
BEDROOM FURNITURE

HEADBOARDS:

TWIN, FULL, s 88
aueen, kg ' *H59

AS
wow $4 5Q88

DRESSERS L}Zw $-| 99ss

CHESTS

AS
NIGHTSTANDS ow $7988

MIRRORS AND e
$ 88
DRESSER HUTCH Tops 49

LIMITED STYLES AND QUANTITY

SAVE ON SELECTED.
ENTERTAINMENT CENTERS
AS
5w $22988
AS
LIMITED STYLES AND QUANTITY

SAVE ON ALL RECONDITIONED

CAMCORDERS

VALUES TO 1299

NOW ONLY °*399°%

10 TO SELL

SOME ACCESSORIES MISSING

GAS & ELECTRIC v S 4.©)88
DROP-IN & 55 249
ELECTRIC =5, $ \ 88
DRYERS = 199
SAVE ON BATH SHOP
DISCONTINUED MODELS

WAS *157%

TOILETS now 6988

LAVS WAS 371
o now 1988
S *168%
VANITIES “
20" NOoOw 53988
GREY/WOO0D

LIMITED SIZES, MODELS AND QUANTITY

SEARS WAREHOUSE OUTLET
" . 12001 SEARS AVE,

. LIVONIA '
1.MILE WEST OF MIDDLEBELT
OFF PLYMOUTH ROAD

6%

PHONE 422-5700

OELIVERY NOT INCLUDED IN SELUNG
PRICES OF ITLMS ON THIS PAGE

kot home enetomment sad
e are mecesranty
Yiaa Bears Wacohoure

EFFECTIVE JULY 20, 1991

NOW — OPEN MON.-FRI. 9 A.M. TO 9 P.M. — NOW
ANNOUNCING EXTENDED SATURDAY HOURS 9 A.M. TO 7 P.M.

EXCEPTIONAL
VALUES
ON
MATTRESSES
v AND
BOX SPRINGS
ASSORTED SIZES

SOLD iN SETS AND SOME
SEPARATELY

IN STOCK CONDITION

-



