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Festival-goers who pass Books Abound on Grand River could
get a drink of fresh-squeezed femonade and an earful of rag-
. time banjo mutsic, both provided by owner Skip Rosenthal.

An umbrella keeps the drizzle off Emily Stefanko, 3, ol Franklin, as she watches the Farmington Founders Festival Parade
Saturday from a Grand River curhunnm

Better every year

Good weather plus crowds
adds up to festival success

RGANIZERS FOR this
year's Founders Festiva)
* were pleased with the gen-

crally good weather, the

crowds and overall participatlon in

the summer event, now in fts 27th
year.

The fessival ended over the week-

nd.

“All in all, | think 1 can count It a
success,” sald Jody Soronen, Farm-
ington/Farmington Hills Chamber
of Commerce execulive director,
and chiel organlzer for the Farming-
ton area’s biggest event of the year.,

“l thought our crowds were ds

good as we have had in any year,"

\hc added. *We were concerned be-
cause of the recession — we didn't
know what to expect.”

Between 80,000 and 100,000 peo-
ple from throughout Farmington and
neighboring communities attend the
cvent- annually, cnjoying arts and
craits, sidewalk sales, a myriad of
food hoolhs and special dinners and
events such as the Miss Farminglon
Scholarship Pageant and the annual

“I never grew out of it," says Betty Robinson, a
Farmington Hills resident, referring to the cot-
ton candy she consumes at the Founders Fes-

{estival parade.

MANY RESIDENTS look forward
to the festival every year.

Harold Westfall, a Farmington
resident for 76 years, has attended
all THE festival parades. “I remem-
ber when Grand River was a cobble-
stone street,” he sald. "Farmington
is a nice town. There are a lot of
changes taking place, I think things
get belier every year.™

Longtime -Farmingten resident
Maggie Loudas who has come down-
town for the last 26 years, enjoyed
this year's parade with her l\m
daughters and four gr 1
wouldn't miss It,” she sald. “In fact,
y son is getling married later to-
day, and I'm here at the parade.”

Many crafters told Soronen they
were particularly pleased to be back
in Farmington because they enjoy
the people who visit the annual festi-
val.

“It's nice to have someone else
point that out 1o you,” Soronen add-
ed. .
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Youngsters (from left} Melan-
.ie Bauer, 11, her sister
Kimberly, 12, and frlend Crys-

tal Ludy, 11, check out the

sights and sounds of the 27th -
annual Founders Festival.

They szald this is the first year

they've been allowed to be at

the festival without their par-
ents,
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tivat, She been attending the lel(lvalo on and ‘
off for about 20 years. i

LAST DAYS TO SAVE

HURRY [N TO THE TALBOTS STORE NEAREST YOU
FOR OUR GREATEST SAVINGS ON SPRING AND SUMMER
CLOTHES AND ACCESSORIES FOR MISSES AND PETITES.

rems prmecusly reduced
~al prices where oftered

albots
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