@he Qbseruer & Eccentric® Newspapgers .

“Building Scene s

Marilyn Fitchett oditor/953-2102

Thursday, Juty 18; 1991 OLE

Buyers looking for
custom touches in
production houses

By Ge ratd Frawley
statl writer

Brad and Mary Contruccl wanted
a home that was distinctly their own,

They looked around at models and
lixed a lot of what they saw, buot
there were.a couple of thlngs that
Just didn't click. .

‘They.consldered a custom home,
but decided that they really liked the
Devonshire model at Vintoge Es-
tates In Rochester Hills with one ex-
ception — the nearly floor to celling
windows in the living room.

I was petrlfied at the thought of
the heatlng and cooling costs (be-
cause the room was on the south slde
of the home),” Brad Contruccl sald.

So the couple went back to the
bullder and asked If it might be pos-
sible to move the room to the other
side of the house.

“He sald sure,” Contruccl said. So
they asked for other changes, includ-
ing the additlon of a sun room, & sec-
ond furnace, changes In windows and
elevatlons, the addition of o balcony,
and a slew of other changes.

‘The builder said, “Sure.”

Call them build to suit, made to
order, or mass produced custom
homes. But whatever they are, build-
ers are moving to cater to the needs
of people who polnt at a home and
say “Something like that, but not ex-
actly like that.”

The questlon ksn’t will the bullder

" make some changes —~ the question
s how far Ls he willing to ga?

APPARENTLY, as far as a build-
er has to go to make the sale, ac-
cording 1o Ida Lucas, sales repre-
sentative for S.R. Jacobson Develop-

ment’s Vintage Estates in Rochester |

Trucks roll; concrete strike settled

‘THAT LOCAL generally represents drivers In Wayne and
pockets of Oakland County. Local 614,
headquartered in Bloomfleld Hllls and which had settled earll-
er, represents other drlvers In Oakland.

Whether specifie bullders were affected by the walkout of
Local 247 generally was determined by where they were build-

- Some resldentlal builders stymicd by a strike of concrete
transit drivers antlcipate getting down to the business of build-
Ing following scttlement of the labor dispute late last week,

“It means we're golng to go llke hell,” sald James Bonadeo, a
Plymouth builder and president of the Bullders Association of
Southeastern Michlgan. “It took us three wecks to get a base-
ment poured when normally it takes two days. A lot of builders

are holding up basements.”

Several builders, Including B.B.C. Group and Holtzman &
Silverman, both of Farmington Hills, and Bonadco, reported
that some of their projects had stalted during the six weeks the

drivers were on strike.

Other bujlders, while not Immediately affected, flgured they
would have been had the strike lasted into August.

The drivers, represented by Teamsters Local 247, settled on a
pay Increase of $1.1¢ per hour over three years. They had been

paid $15.92 hourly.

“We got what we wanted on ¢healih) insurance, we compro-
misced on wages and got what we wanted on our pension,” sald

Hills where the Contruccis bought
their home,

More buyers — especlally upper
end buyers — want a home that s
uniquely thelr own, Lucas said.
Home prices at Vintage Estates
start from $235,000.

Sometimes, changes are Hmited to

“changlng facade or rool materials,

moving and enlarging closets, .or
addlng skylights. But other times
buyers want cxtenslve structural
reworking — enlarglng rooms, mov-
Ing windows, changlng elevatlons or
cven moving rooms, she said.

“You have to glve people what
they want,” she said, “It takes a lot
more time, but you have to provide
detall, you' have to be a custom
builder: . .

“The end resalt (of these bullder/
buyer coordinated efforts) Is a
$350,000 home with all the cxtras
that has the attltude of a $500,000
home,” she said.

David lewen, vice presldent of
marketlng at S.R. Jacobson Develop-
ment Corp. In Birmingham, said
builders bave wrestled with the
problems of giving home buyers
what they want and still kecplng the
prices within reason. .

S.R. Jacobson has developed a 15-
page guide book sales representa-
tlves use to help people make thelr
houses scem more like custom hous-
es.

;l‘hc process beglns with a pre-pro-
duction meeting, Lucas sald. Pro-

Ing isn't necessarily limited to upper
end market.

The same principles can be ap-

plied to more moderately priced
homes, aceording to Adriano Pacioc-
co, president of Multl Building Inc. -
In Plymouth. -
“Not all builders are doing cus-
tomized production housing,” he
said. Because of the additlonal time,
work and planning that is required,
buyers generally find buflders relue-
tant to customlze production homes
unless the homes are in the upper
end of the market.

But Just because only upper end
builders are customlzing homes,
doesn't mean affordable bome
buyers are any less savvy, Paclocco
sald, “They can, be just as demand-
ing”
Pacloceo said he Is attempting to
take the customlzed preduction
housing princlple and apply it to a
more moderate market with his
Maple Ridge Woods subdivision, a
51-home project of $125500 to
$136,000 homes being developed by
Multi Bullding in Canton Township.

“IU's been successful — half of the
project Is already pre-sold,” he said.

Moving laundry rooms, adding ad-
ditions, ehanging room partitlons —
many of the custom changes that are
performed at the upper end can also
be applled In the moderate macket I
the bullder s willing to make the ex-
tra effort, Paciocco safd. -

“'It's a Httle more work, but I think

spective buyer and sales
sit down to go over material and
bullding options.

Lucas stressed that not everything
buyers want Is ible. “But If it's
possible, we're willlng todo it.” .

CUSTOMIZED, production hous-

drivers.

Washtenaw counties and

it's necessary,” he said,

BUYERS HAVE become far more
“street wise” within the last decade,
Paciocco said, “People are moving
around a Jot and they're seeing more

Plonsae turn to Pago 2

‘Tom Sinelli, owner of Sinelll Concrete In Redford, and Chuck
Guldobono, owner of Piedmont Concrete In Farmington Hills,
both sald they shut down and laid off several employees as a
result of the strike.

“Very delinitely, work will pick up for a period of time de-
pending on the strength of the cconomy,” Sinelli sald. He added
that some work he normally would have provided was gobbled
up by drivers from Local 614 during the strike.

Guldobono sald so much work was snapped up by other driv-
ers during the strike that there’s no backlog of jobs for his

Today's buyers are more savvy about what
they want and don’t want in their home. So
builders are are offering the next best thing to
a custom housc — altorations to mass-pro-
duced houses. But modlfications mean more

Ben Mosqueda, business agent for Lecal 247,

Ptoase turn to Pago 2
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Group provides
‘uniform voice’

Environmental consultants and contractors,
unite.

As environmental concerns continuc to grow In
importance In Michlgan, the bullding and manufac-
uring Industry, munlcipal governments and even
private Interests arce more frequently turning
foward environmental professionals for expertise
and counsel. .

Until now, {hese consultants and contractors
have been a fragmented group, sccording to Mark
Henne, Interlm vice chairperson of the newly
formed hi E C: an
Contracters Assoclatlon, which Is holding its first
mecting today In Lansing. He is presldent of a
Lansing environmental consulting firm.

“We were formed because of a gencral lack of a
uniform voice,” Henne sald.

Considering the growth In the Industry and the
far-reaching lmpact of ‘new and changing regula-
tlons, Henne said it is surprising such an assoclation
wasn't formed before this.

*“This idea is at least two years overdue.”

Other conslderations — such as information
sharing, and and
ethical standards — a!so prompted the formatlon
of the assoclatlon.

Henne sald the association Is not an advoeacy
group, but will fail on different sides of lssues;

GRAND OPENING!
Introducing A Return
To A Better Wag Of Life

K [
PINE A
23 Detached Ranch Candominium
ROCHESTER HILLS
W cec combined ihe best of the ol -
ond new to bring you the bomes of o e
Plnc Tradl. Sit buck und relox with
iriendly nelghbaors on covered
porches amidst muture trees and
carctully 1ended landscaping. Enjoy
oak tlooring and outstanding crafts-

manship throughout without giving
) Itke & modern kitchen

sometimes slding with y
groups and somctimes siding with Industry and
business,

In many lssues, emotionzl concerns overrlde rea-
son and teehnical aspects, Henne sald. “We'll be in
the mlddle — our intcrests don't paralle) conserva-
tion groups or Industry.”

‘The envir
slon Is (o promote responsible improvement

§ i 's

'8 mils-
and
re-
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‘murm, he sald.
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u
with worlk Jsland, whiripoal 1ub,
cathedral ceillngs, a cedar deck ond

a malatenance-iree festyle. oy 1 14 0y
Furalshcd model now open, AT ot Theltie oA toneine
Priced From $229,000 M R

(656-9810
Houra Dally 1-6 p.m.
Weekends 125 p.m.
Closcd Thursdays
Locatcd: southwest comer
of Avon Rd. & Jobn R. Ra.

WriAT BLOOMFIELD HILLS
Was MEANT To BE.

than just construction changes. For a builder,.
it also means training a sales staft that has
some knowledge of what goes into designing
and constructing a house.

B On a luminous, moonlit night, you absent
mindedly stray fram your route and are
stunned 1o come upon & community of the
finest architecturally -designed homes,
sequestered upon 150 seenic acres of
Bloomfield Hills” most desirable real estate,

You've discoverert The Hills of Long Pine.
A diserete village of unique, single-family
résidences in which expansive natural
acreage, streams, ponds and waterscapes
are meticulously maintained for each
homeowner.

Choice two- and three level homes available,
starting at $630,000,

TEXEL LAND COMPANY, INC.
1200 Lone Pine Road

Bloomfield Hills, Michigan 43302

(313} 540-3000 - Fax (313} 540-2823

A VanderKloot Development, Y
West of Telegraph off Lone Pine Road.
Please call for an appointment. Brokers Protected,




