Home sweet home

Ross'is picking education over politics - for now

By Pat Murphy
stoff writer

Doug Ross Is back in town.

And the former director of the
Michlgan Department of Commerce,
has some ready advice for communi-
ties Jike Rochester Hills, Southfivld,
Farmington, Livenia and Redford:

Be ready to go after a good piece
of the vconomic ple and be willing to
make the changes needed to achieve

it

“Cemmunities must bave a clear
ides of what they want to be and
where they want 1o go (o be success-
ful," Ross sajd Tuesday in an inter-
view at his new home in Farminglon
Hills. “Communities that hang on to
the past — that won't make changes
~ arein for diffirult times ™

Ross, wha was state director of
commerce from 1984 ta 1989, lefi
Michigan twa years ago (e become
president af the Corporatinn for En-
terprise Development (CFED), a not-
for-profit agency in Washington,

“CFED is a combinatien think-
tank and public consulting agency,”
he said, which focuses on a wide
range of economic and developmen-
1al problems 1ts clients inctude the

Ballimore Reglonal Councll of Gov-
craments, the Actna Life & Casually
Foundation and Johns Hopklas Uni-
versity.
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She said she could llve with Julie's
decision.”

Ross, 49, said his immedlate plans
are somewhat general. His main

is
tzing, Ross said. As part of its strate-
gy 1o move key personnel Into dl-
verse parts of ihe country, he has
moved back to Michlgan.

"WE ALWAYS PLANNED to
come back (o Michigan," said Ress,
wha gnoved back earlier this menth

"8a when thi opponunily came up,
we were ready.”

Ross said the muve home was "n
family decision,” with input from
wife Karol and their daughter, Julie.
The covple’s two sons, Mitchell and
Douglas, are students at the Univer-
sity of Wisconsin,”

Haoss, who was o slale sennlor
from

uthfield fram 1978 1o 1982,
decision 10 huy a house fn
ington 1ills was, lo a large de-
based on input from his daugh.

lie's golog inlo her senior
e explaned “So we salg she
could pick her own high schoe)’ —
which tuined sut fo be North Faem-
inglon Karob, & psycholugist, ts di-
reetor of a clinic in Macomb Counly

pr
course. He intends to be active =
but [n a nonpolitical context.

“I've always been an activist,”
sald Ross, who held leadership posl-
tions with both the Michigan CItl-
zen's Lobby and Common Cause, be-
{ore turning to government. “Thal's
not going to change.”

Ross sald he intends to be active In
the Farmington schools — possibly
through the Parent-Teacher Organi-
zation - and, hopes to lecture or
1each at the University of Mlchlgan
“And I wouldn't mind tutoring.”

POLITICS, IIE SAID, [s definitely
wal, at least for now. “I simply have
o inlerest.”

Rans said he was surprised —~ like
olhers —- that his old friend and boss,
James Blanchard, lost his bid for re-
clectlon last fall

Nobody can pinpoint the specific
reason Blanchard lost, Ross said
“But I believe it has something to do
with a general dissatisfaction with
palitics and government

“People seem o have lost faith in
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a number of Institutlons (including
politics). They don't belleve they are
effectlve In dealing with major prob-
lems,” Ross said.

So people are turning elscwhere,
he said. They're looking for other
ways — 10 schools, service clubs or
social organizations — to make their
contributlons.

Ross still considers himself a
Democrat, “But there's an onguing
struggle for the soul of the Demo-
cratic Party (nationally and local-
Iy)." he said.

“The future of the party depends
on its ability to refocus on main-
strear Amvrica,” he said Instead of
beirig the party of the poor, Demo-
crals must again become the party
of the middle class.

"Democrats can't be the party of
bigger government,” Ress said. “Ii
‘must be the party rep ing op
partunity for all levels ™ -

. MINDFUL THAT MANY com
munities in Wayne and Oakland are
stroggling with probluns redated to
growth and
oss said he sees a para(ul between
developments here and what is h.ap

penming nationally

Common Ceause and the Mlchigan Citizens Lobby. Less distin/
is a picture ol Ross, former Michigan Gov, Jame#
Blanchard and John Sununu, chiet ol statt tor Presiden
George Bush. The occasion was a .gathering of the National
Governors' Association at which Ross received an award.
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In & home filled wilh potiticol memorabilia, 1he Political Mos
nopoly board behind Doug Ross relates to his tenure with-.:




