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MOVING PICTURES

‘BoyZz’
getsa
bad rap

special writer

From all the negative press,
“Boyz N' the Hood” must be a virtu-
al bloodbath of glorifled gang vio-
lence backed by a booming rap mu-
slc score. .

That couldn't be farther from the
truth. -

Although drive-by shootings and
crack cocalne are always lurklng |
evlls, “Boyz N' the Hood" s a com-
pelling story of friendship set among
the mean streets of Los Angeles.

Whea 10-year-old Tre (Cuba Good- .
Ing, Jr.)-arrives to llve with his fa-
ther, he already knows most of the
nelghborhood kids and the rules of
the house.. He has spent weckends
there and now his divorced father, -
Furious Styles "(Larry Fishburne),
has taken full custody.

“You wanna sce a‘ dead body?”
one ‘of the kids casually asks Tre.
‘They walk along the rallroad tracks
to an especially bombed out section
of the city. In 2 fleld lies the body af
a gunshat victim, stinking to high
heaven and probably not golng any-
where soon.

In Tre's neighborhood, houses are
left unpalnted and Armor. Guard
lines the first-flocr windows. Cross-
ing the street sometimes means hay-

-ing a gun stuck in your face from the

window of a passing car. Hellcopter
searchlights flood the interiors of
houses at night.

AFTER WHILE, “Boy: N' the
Hood" resembles a prison movie,
which of course it ls. Still, there
aren’t drawn-out speeches about get-
ting out of the city. According to fa-
ther Furious, blacks should remain

Cuba Gooding Jr. {{rom left), Lur‘ry Fishburne and rap rccordlﬁn
artist Ice Cube star In “Boyz N the Hood,” a drama about com-

In inner-city nelghborhoods to battle
gentrificatlon. .

Furious wants Tre to be a man
and works hard to keep blm on the
right road. And while their conversa-
tions sometimes resemble a black
“Courtshlp of Eddie’s Father," there

is a valld message here about the -

importance of male role models In
the black family.
“Your' little Iriends don't have

anyone to teach them,” Furjous tells

Tre, “And you'll see what happens to _

them.” Seven years later, Tre sees
‘exactly what he means, .

His best [riends, Doughboy and
Rlcky (Ice Cube and Morris Chest-
nut), llve across the street. One
spends his teen years in juvenille
homes. The other pursues a football
scholarship, Others join the ranks
and hang out on the street, selling

Iing of age in black urban America and streot life where friend-
ship, pain, danger and love combine to form reality:

“the rock,” sometlmes for scx, and

talking monstop about everything
and hothtng.

Director John Singleton definitely
Lalks the talk, even if you can only
decipher half of the dialogue. He
also fllls “Boyz N’ the Hood" with
clever visual touches,

Early on, a burglar enters the
house while Tre and Furlous sleep.
‘The relentless drip of a rusty faucet,

‘Q & A’ leaves a lot to be desired

A man runs up the stalrs to a dark-
cned New York street and realizes
he's been set'up an Instant before a
man at the basement doorway shoots
him, The mar places a gun In the
dead man's hand. As the crowd from
a nearby dance club starts to gather
around, the man backs them off with
hls New York Police Department de-
tective shleld.

That opening scene In “Q & A"
gives you a preity good idea just
what kind of a guy you're dealing
with [n Lt. Mike Brennan, played by
Nick Nolte. A veteran offleer, known
to be rough at times, but weil re-
spected, the Q & A, the name for the

district attorney on-the-record inves.
tigatlon of the officer-Involved

pass the popcorn
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shooting, shouid be a ‘cakewalk for
Brennan.

It starts out that way as novice as-
sistant D.A. Al Rellly, former pollce-
man, son of palice officer killed in
the line of duty and 100 percent good
ol Irish lad, pattycakes hls way
through Brennan's interview. .

Things start going south for Bren-
nan when Rellly, played by Timothy

Hutton, interviews others with a con.
nectlon to the case — Puerto Rican
drug dealer Bobby Texador, who has
a pretty good line about the murder
of his assoclate,

WITH HIS slicked back hair,
broad moustache and ‘paunch over
his belt, Nolte captures a certain
type of guy you'd pick out of a crowd
as a cop, even down to his toa tight
sport coat.

He's a Joud bragging, bullying rac-

ist sort .of fellow. The type of guy
who tells his closest friend and ally
in the department that he's the whi-

test -black- guy -he ever knew. (I .

cleaned up that quote.)
As a Puerto Rican drug dealer,
Assante s sleck and Joose, making

* no excuses for his profession or

dolng what he needs to survive.

The major problems with the 1990
film are two-fold. Director Sldney
Lumet’s script isn’t strongly focused
and he gives the actors Mttle to work
with. That leads to the sccond prob-
lem which ts Hutton, who is pale in
every sense. Nolte and Assante have
enough presence and skill as actors
to {lll in the blanks on their charac-

ters. Huttan has never outgrown that”

unformed adolescent quality that
worked ‘for him in “Ordinary Peco-
ple.” .
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shown in clascup, creates a dream-
like tension as the father removes
the Magnum {rom beneath his bed.

L.A. POLICE brutality also rears
its very taplcal head, this time In the
form of a black police officer who

. enjoys terrorizing fellow blacks.

“Anything wrong?" the cop asks

. Furlous, hoping to intimldate him.
© "“Yeah, brother, but unfortunately
you don't know what it Is.” )

At only 23, dircctor Slngleton has
a lot of answers. Where “Do the
Right Thing" Spike Lee -offers prob-
tems and lets an audience debate the
soluticns, this director knows exact-
ly what he wants to say. )

Unfortunately, Columbla Pictures,
which has released the film, has ob-
scured that message with misleading
advertising that only plays up the vi-
olence. Word of mouth will hopefully
remove the “Boyz” bad rap.

SCREEN
SCENE

CRANBROOK- ACADEMY OF
ART MUSEUM, DeSalle Auditori.
um, 500 Lone Pinc Road, Bloomfield ©
Hills. Call 645-3323 for informatlon.
({$2.50 museum admisslon for adults; -
$1.50 students and seniors} B

Artist profiles. 2 p.m. July 26, 23. |
“Franz Kline Remembered,”
“Arshile Gorky,"” and “In.Search of
Rothko,” all made in 1982, appear ;
together on videotape.

i

FOX THEATRE, 2211 Woodward, |
Detroit. Call 567-600 jor Informa-
tion. ($10)

“Spartacus” {USA - 1961), 7.
p.m. July 23-26 and 2 and 7:30 pm. ©
July 27.28, Stanley Kubrick's eplc ;
about a stave who sald no Is much «
better than anyone remembered. |
Kirk Douglas plays the title role :
with typical square-Jawed convie- -
tion, while Laurence Olivier and -
Tony Curtls (especially in theis
sieamy scenc in a Roman bath) have
their characters fleshed out consid-
crably through added re-release
foolage. A real feast for the eyes,
shown here in 70mm.

- HENRY FORD CENTENNIAL
LIBRARY, 13671 Michigan Avenue,
Dearborn. Call 943-2330 for informa.
tion. {frec)

Ahbatt and Costello Night, 7 p.m.
July 22,°The popular comedy team
from the "40s and '50s star in severa)
short -televislon  skits, including
“Vacuum Cleaner Sajesman” (1954)
and “Dentist's Office” (1954).

LIVONIA MALL, Seven Mile and ¢
Middlebelt Roads, Livonla. Ca) 476
1166 for infermation, (free) .

“Beast From Hollow Mountain® ,
{USA/Mexico — 1956}, 10 a.m. July -
23. In a concept originally concocted -
by “King Kong's” Willls O'Brien,
cowboys battle dinesaurs with Jaugh-
able results. As part of the mall's
month-long tribute to science ficticn
tilms.

MAGIC BAG_ THEATRE CAFE,’
22918 Woodward, Ferndale. Call
540-0660 for information. ($4)

“The Wild One” {USA — 1956). 8
pm. July 23, Motorcycle-riding Mar-
lon Brando roars into town with his
gang and starts terrorizing the Jo-
cals. A genvine '50s classle, featur- .
ing Lee Marvin as riva) gang leader. *
As part of a scries Utled “Personal
Favorites,” hosted by WDET disc
jockey Dave Dixon. T

135 W
(36, $3.50

MAPLE THEATRE,
Maple, | Birmingham.
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Ghildren’s Concert Series

Gates open

Aopboel

Saturday, July 27
11:00 AM and 2:00 PM

recomimended for all ages)
Shari Lewis
A live musical performance with

Lambchop and other friends.
Pavilion $7, $6

one hour before concert begins.
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Nick Nolte, with slicked back halr, broad moustache and
paunch over his beit, captures the Image of that certain type of
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1. The Newest Music
without the Hype or Talk!

"". guy you'd pick-out of a crowd as &
tight sport coat, In Q & 4"~ * °

GOT LEGAL QUESTIONS?
CALL ATTORNEY JOHN MOONEY ON HIS NEW
LEGAL TALK SHOW. . .
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cop, even downto histoo * |- .~

More Great miiy Concerts
August 5 — “Bugs Bunny on Broadway"’
Aupust 23 & 24 — Laser Light Spectacular

OAKLAND UNIVERSITY'S

“YOU AND THE LAW"” o e — Meadow Brook Music Festival
Join the WXCD Frequent Listener Club & be eligfble_‘ TICKETS AV :
| to win prizes & discounts everyday. | ARABLE AT AL
ON WCAR 1090 AM | NAME AGE [ TEREA s,
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EVERY THURSDAY 8 AM-9 AM | ADDRESS cITY 2P || RS Al
HELPFUL LEGAL ADVICE | Mail to: WXCD, 850 Stevenson Hwy. ] €313) 377.2010
CALL 525-1090 L Suite 405, Troy, MI 48083 - ] S g p : .
X 7 s ' y
‘ " [ “ ! ‘



