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Longest ball may hold the edge

By Blll Parker
stafl writer

The famed South Course at Oakland Hills —
dubbed "The Monster™ by Ben Hogun after the first
round of the 1951 U.S. Open — has served up its
shure of exciting major golf tournuments. With the
course in its best condition cver, according to Ouk-
land Hills head pro Pat Croswell, the 1991 U.S. Senior
Open, scheduled for July 25-28, could also become a
classic, ’ o

“(The course) won't be n lot different than it was
in '81 (the first time Oakland Hills hosted a U.S.
Senior Open).” Croswell said. “The fairways are in a
little better condition. The ground crews have been
working real hord. Overall, I'd have to say the course
is in the best condition I've scen it in during the 11
years I've been here, The roughs will be up and the
greens will be fast. .

“The '81 Senior Open was a great tournament. The

roughs were up and the fairways were fast. (Arnold)
Palmer won with a 9-over, but I don't think it will

take. that (to win) this time. With good weather,
even-par could be enough. If it gets windy, muaybe
three of four over nnd if it rains and the course gets
soft, maybe they'l) get under par a little.” :

UNITED STATES Golf Associntion rules ¢alt for
the foirways to be cut from 36 to V4 inch with the
intermedinte rough at 1V inches and primary rough
at three inches. The undulating greens will nlso pro-

"vide a challenge with Stimpmeter readings of 10 or

more across the course.
“'With 18 new tees constructed in the fall of 1988,
plus extensive fairwny improvements and new sand in

all 118 bunkers, I think the course will bz as tough a

challenge as it was during the 1985 U.S. Open,” said

Onkland Hills Golf Course Superintendent Ted

Wochrle, . ’ . . .
The new tees actunlly make the course play shorter

than it did during the '85 Open of the '81 Senior -
- Open. .

“The tee changes were made to improve the condi-

tion of the course,” Croswell snid, “The tees on eight,

10 and 13 arc a little different. The 13th offers a new
angle with a better look nt the green.” .
The par 70, 6,718-yard “Monster” feutures four par-

"3s. 12 par-4s and two par-5s. The front nine plays

3.329 yards and the back nine plays at 3,389, Both
are por 35s. The course was 6,798-yards for the 81
Senior Open and 6,996-yards for the 1985 Open.

CROSWELL FEELS the golfer who can drive the
ball well will have an advantage in this yeac's Senior
Open.

*Someone who con drive the bull could do well be-
cause of fairwny bunkers that are in the 230 to 270~
yurd range,” he said. "The guys that can drive the
ball well, hit o good long iron and make the putts will
be in there. The greens will also be tough. The greens
here at Oaklnnd Hills are full of undulations, contours
and crowns.” =

‘The 18th hole, a 447-yard, par-4, dogleg right could
provide for o thrilling finish if the scores are tight.
The 18th was ranked first in the "85 Open with a
scoring avernge of 4.470. It recorded the fewest pars
and the most doublc-bogeys of the tour '

Oakland Hills Country Club cele-
brates it's 75th birthday by hosting
the 1991 U.S. Senior Open, July, 25-28,
Competition will be held on the 6,718
yard, par-70 South Course. The
shorter front nine is a 3,329-yard, par-
35 while the back nine offers a 3,389--
yurd, par-35. Following is o brief pro-
file of ench hole ns scen through the
eyes of Oakland Hills Golf Profession-
al Pat Croswell,

Hole 1 — 419 yards, par 4: Starting
from an elevated tee, this hole is beau-
tifully framed with bunkess on both
sides of the driving arca. The bunkers
are cut into the fairway, narrowing it
to 25 yards, and thus placing a premi-
um on accuracy. The hole normally
plays downwind, leaving the pro with
a medium iron to a large, undulating

- green. The right side of the green is
bowl-shaped and is un easy hole posi-
tion. 1f the hole is positioned on the
left-hand terrace or the difficult back
right plateau, par will be a good score.

Hole 2 — 499 yards, par 5; This hole
is a slight dogleg left with fairwny
bunkers from 230 to 270 yards from
cither tee. A good drive will put a play-

cr in position to go for the green on his
second shot, but if he decides to Jay up
short of the four bunkers protecting
the front of the green, he will be faced
with a delicate pitch. The putting sur-
foce is two-tiered with the upper tier
slaping away from the player. Il the
pro can avoid fairway bunkers, birdics

ball long.

Bunkers enclose the 162-ysrd, par-3 13th hole, 1
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he shortest on the course. Players must guard from hitting the

will be casy to come by. In 1985, T.C.
Chen scored the first known double-
eagle in a U.S. Open at this hole, which
yielded the most cagles {four}), most
birdies (153}, fewest bogeys, and no
doubte bogeys.

Hole 3 — 183 yards, par 3: This
hole, the first of four great par-3a, is
usually played into a headwind with a
long iran. The green is angled ot a
right-to-left dingonal with two deep
bunkers guarding the Jeft side of the
green and single bunkers right and
long. The putting surface has two
small crowns in the front middle and
front right, and n small platcau in the
back. This classic par-3 was the set.

ting for David Grahnm's playoff victo-
ry over Ben Crenshaw at the 1979
PGA Champlonship.

Hole 4 — 423 yards, par 4: The play-
er's key objective on this dogleg left is
to avoid the scries of deep bunkers and
the ¢Epup of trees on the left side of
the fairway, which gradually slopes to
the right, townrd two more bunkers.
“The londing area is only 24 yards
wide, makag this a difficult driving
hole. The second shot, which is down-
hill to o gfren protected by five bunk-

_ ers, plays shorter than the yardage in-

dicates. The putting surface runs from
back to froat with the toughest hole
location being the slightly elevated po-

sition on the extreme left side.

Hole 5 — 426 yards, par 4: This
hole, ngain, demands a very nccurate
drive, since the trees on the left and
two bunkers on the right protect the
landing arca. The left side of the fair.
way offers the player the best Jocation
to play his second shat to the large
green, which is protected by a lnrge
bunker on the left nnd a deep bunker
on the right. The putting surfnce
slopes from back to front with severe
contours and crowns. Missing the
green long ar right can be fatal, as T.C
Chen discovered in the final round of
the 1985 U.S. Open when he made o

© quadrupie bogey-8..

Hole 6 — 353 yards, par 4: This is
the shortest par4 on the course. The
landing avea for the tee shot is protect-
ed by two bunkers on the left ond a
group of trees on the right. Most play-
crs will use o fairway wood or long iron
to play short of the last bunker cut:
into the fairway. The second shot is
uphill. to the deepest green on the
course. The putting surface is teat-
shaped with two distinct levels. The
narrow back position is the most diffi-
cult, fomcing the player to select
enaugh club to carry to the top tier of
this deep green.

Hole 7 — 398 yards, pur 4 With
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