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Expernenced hosts a ma,;or must

By Marty Budner
staff writer

S0 here it is. Onkland Hills is host. -

ing another maojor championship.

No big deal you might say. They're
experienced at doing such things.

And you're right. Oakland Hills offi-
cials have tournament operations and
preparations down to a tee. And they
should, considering this is the 11th
major goll championship the club has
hosted since its founding in 1916.

Despite that ability to deliver suc-
cessful golf majors, however, it is no
easy task to play the gracious host. -

Qakland Hills officials formally
signed to accept the 12th annual US.
Senior Open Championship of the
United States Golf Association way
tack in October of 1987, They've been
working steadfastly ever since prepar-
ing for the weck-long list of official nc-
tivities which begin today und end
with the final round on Sunday.

But none of that would be possible
without the tremendous  dedication
and sacrifice of the prestigious club’s
membership.

The tournament committee which is
in charge of prepuring for this annual
event begins with the four-rann exceu-
tive cotumittee of Robert G. Wood

. (general chairman) , Robert 8, Gigliot-
ti (executive vice chairman), Alvin H.
Mauss (executive vice chairman) and

~ E.M. (Bud) Encksun (tuurn.nmcm di.
. fector).

BUT THAT'S just the start of the
organizational chart. From there the
list evolves into 44 different commit-
tees with more than 1,200 volunteers
ranging from office workers to finan-
cial assistants to transportation coor-
dinators.

It's an impressive display of service
among, club members. And, according
to Wood, it's something the majority
of members sincerely savor.

“The membership really enjoys
these tournaments and I'll give you an
exomple of how dedicated they really
are.” said Wood, who also was general
chairman for ‘the sécond annuat U.S,
Senior Open which Oakland Hills host-
ed 10 years ago.

“Back in 1981 a club in Pennsylva.
nia had contracted to host the tourna-
ment. But 1ate in the year of 1980 they
canceled  their contract with the
USGA. That left the USGA with a sit-
uation where they had a tournament
but noe one to host it.

“Sv the USGA came to us, knowing
that we had just completed the 1979
PGA and we had all the committee
prople in place and all the operational
experience, aml they asked us on short
notice o take on the 1981 seniors.
They saidd if you would do that we
wouldalso give you the 1985 Open.

“The only way the board of direc-
tors decided we would agree to do that
is il the membership agreed. So we
sent out a ballot to the membership
asking them how they felit about it.
Eighty-six percent of the membership
voted in favor of hosting: the ‘81 (sen-
ior) tournament and having the ‘85
(U.S. Open) .

“The point of that b:mg the mem-
bership likes golf tournaments and are
very good at handling them.” he said.
“This will be our fifth tournament in
14 years, and we do quite well because
we huve that experience.”

OAKLAND HILLS volunteers for

- such major projects for a number of

rcasons,

@ The financial benefits ore ex-

tremely rewarding. Wood said the club
not only makes money directly from
the tournament, but also .indirectly
through new memberships. Wood said
there is a threetofour year waiting
list to gain an Oakland Hills member-
ship. ’

& Oakland Hills officinls feed com-
mitted to goll. The prestigious Bloom-
field Tows P course has an out-
standing mational reputation for host.
ing tournaments, and members g0 all
out to uphold that Infty tradition.

® NMembers believe Oakland Hills
is simply  a  championship  caliber
coutse and are anxious to witch the

professionais chollenge- it. They be--
lieve the course has the main ingred-
ients of a major test — from difficulty
and stature to beauty and style. .

#® Finally — perhaps the biggest
reason of all — by hosting the US. .
Senior Open the club hopes to land an-
other professional golf major. For in-
stance, Wood said the cfub has all but
locked up the 1996 U.S. Open.

"When we decided to host the 91
Senior Open, we talked with the
USGA about the possibilities of host.
ing the U.S. Open in '95 or '96,” said
Woad. “We never did think we would
have a chance to get the ‘05 Open be-
cause it is going to be the centenninl
year for the Open. Although we still
haven't signed u contract for the '96
Open. cvery indication is that we will
netit.’

Yes. Oakland Hills indeed is ready
for the challenge ol hosting another

major.

“The Senior Tour has grown in pop-
ularity to the point the galleries have
prown and there is a great deal of in-
terest,” he said. “Particulary in the
sense in the last few years you've had
people like (Jack) Nicklaus, (Lee)
Trevino and {Gary) Players become ¢li

“Hosting a U.S. Senior Open is nul
snm(llum' we cunsides secondary.” he
. “[t's not. It's a major event for
l!n L]lll)
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