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Standing ovation
Theater school honors founder

By Mary Jane Doerr
speclal writer

HE HOT summer day did

teenagers concentrating

‘Age is more than a
factor of years. | have

University.- She also taught English
at Berkley High Schol, Oak Park
High School, Wayne State Unlversi-
ty. Detroit Institute of Technology,

—not-. seem_ta_bather_. t}m_spenl 50)’98'3 working --—-and Eastern Michigan University ——

on thelr entrances on the  With people of the _“THE CHILDREN in the schoal

open air stage of the Cranbrook  same age. ! think that today are the same tn many ways as
Greek Theatre, i they were in the early days,” said
‘The teens were casually dressed in is why { have stayed so Wonnberger “Today's children have
xshorts. Thelr facial expresslons and young. had, of course, wider experiences in

movements gave a clue to the char-
acters they were portraying. Up on
the hill, a group of young chitdren
sat on the grass. One child was hav-
ing an anlmated conversation with
another, both pretending quite be-
licvably to be arguing on the tele-
phone,

The 65 students attending the
Cranbrook Theatre School In Bloom-
tield HI)ls are a'part of a legacy that
has taken place since 1941.

On Saturday, the school Is honor-
1ng its founder and director, Annetta
Wonnberger at a reunion with alum-
ab. Activities for the day range from
swimming and box lunches, to per-
formances at the Greek Theatre, and
a children’s play. The city of Bloom-
fleld Hills has designated July 27 as
“Annctta- Wonnberger Day." The
newly renovated Greek pavilion is
being renamed for Wonnberger and

— Annetta Wonnberger

have been ever since ™

The quiet spoken 82 year ofd
Wonnbeeger is still directing the the-
ater as she has for S0 years, 38 ycars
as co-director with her hushand, and
"’ ons after his death (n 1980

“Where did the time go,” said the
small  statured. dignificd great-
grandnother. “It seems like yester-
day we began.™

In 1929, Wonnberger left Smith
College as a freshman to marry, and
came to Cranbrook School to live.
Her husband had acvepled a job
teaching in the E department.
“The couple would make their hutne
there for the next 38 years until
Wonnherger moved to Birmingham

The couple has two daughters, Jo

travel and more seif confidence and
they are capable of a great deal,
They are not adults though. They
still kave not lost the aatural quall-
ties of being children

As an active (heater arts repre-
sentative on the Executlve Board of
the Qakland Country Cultural Coun-
cil, Wennberger is concerned with
the government funding for arts pro-
grams While she has reservations
about how this funding has been used
she is very suppartlve of funding for
the arts. She also is disturbed by the
use of the word “elite” recently in
relationship to arts programs.

“Our community is fortunate to
have many fine theaters, amateur, if
you will, [n some cases. 1f you Jook
at the professional theaters like the
Attic. the Bonstelle, Meadow Brook,
and the Fox with a number of com-
munity groups, and college theaters,

'2517‘ ,‘-r’f(

Annetta Wonnberger (right) helps Cranbrook
Summer Theatre School students Macakah

car who is Pete in “MacGyver.”
Many have_enjoyed the community
theater as an outlet for their talents.

1 received a letter recently from
one of our alumni saying how much
the experience had helped her as an

years. I have spent 50 years working
with people of 1he same age. 1 lhlnk
that is why | have stayed so young.™
On Friday, Aug. 2. and Saturday,
Aug. 3, the school’s senlor diviston

at photo

Spivak Birndof! (center) ) and Ben Cousins
rehearse at the outdoor Greek Theatre.

Private Eyce” which demonstrates
how a mystery is solved in two dif-
{erent ways by the same person.
“Aria da Capo,” a comic/tragedy by
Edna St. Vincent Milay, a play-with-
in-a play depicting the stylized an.

her late husband, Carl. Anne Wheaton, also vt Birmingham,  we have a rich heritage.” architect making  presentations, 1) Dring the S0th season celebra- 0 T P 2nd Plerrat co-
ety tions to a close with an evening of

. who does the public relations for the The Wonnbergers started in 1941 said Wonnberger. four one-act plays. The program mingled with shepherds who [nad-

“f WILL never forget my firstday  schuob anv - wies von Steeg of De- with 25 students. Now the average is y vertently guide each other to an

iy - starts 8:30 p.m. In the outdoor Greek > -

at the schoo)," sald Dan Castle, 2 truu about 75 ranging from third grade to 1 think the skills one needs for the Theatre on Lene Pine Road untimely end, and “The Applicants'

Blrmlngham actor and director who Besidvs  hia x4 tamily,  college. A number of students have  theater are skills vne needs In life; ) by Patrick J. DeLargo, which sati-

won a scholarship in 1975. “Annetta  Wonaberger w4t - Susy camplel-  gone on 10 pursue professional ca-  good communication, poise, confi- The program includes “A Visitor  rizes the process of applying for a
Wonnberger gave a charming talk  ing.a masters water frum the  reces in theater such as Robert £n-  dence, and knowing what to do meet-  from Forest Hills" from Neil job.

and palnted such a grand plcture of  {Mniversity of Mice gan, and a mase  glung who was Freddy in “Night-  ing people. Simon's “Plaza Suite.” Frank Gor- Tickets arc §4 and available at the

the theater, I was captivated and

Acting, directing add up to first-rate ‘Last of

Performances of "Last of the
Red Hot Lovers", presented by
SRO. Productions, continues
through Aup. 4, at Southfield’s
historic center, the Burgh. Tickets

at the Southfield Senior Adult

Center or call 354.9362.

By Bob Weibel
apecial writer

Barney Cashman is an honest, de-
cent, and loving husband. And, he
has an honest, decent, loving wife.
But something is missing. He is 54,
and has led a rather bland life. Just
once before he dies, he'd like a little
excltement — like a rendezvous with
another woman.

That is the setup for onc of Nell
Simon's funnicst creations. And
Ralph Rosati brings Barney to life
with Imaginatlve hilarity in the City
ol Southfield's “Last of the Red Hot
Lovers.”

Showcase
of Music

Roma’s of Bloomfitld, 2101 S, Teligraph
Bloowlicld Hills, (Noﬂlll of Sguare Lake Rd.

in the Bloomticld Shopping Cenen
\:/tdauchy, July 30, W:’o 127 M L) ﬁ

ter's in Fnglish biom Wayne Slate

In the capable hands of Hosan.
Baraey's fumbling, bumbling  at-
tempts at itlicit romance never be-
comu nerdy. Ralher, there is an ap-
pealing humanity to his unwise try
al becoming the macho-man he is
not

The lair for his anquc:l is his
maothee's apartment (while she is out
for the alternoon doing volunteer
waork) Barney's first attempt at an
affair turns out 1o be more than-he

bargained for,

MARGARET GILKES, as Elaine
Navazie, sizzles as a lets get it on,
and get oul of tiere paramour. The
incxperienced  Barney prefers to
talk. She wants a forceful man.
While Barney warms to the task,
she'll settle for a cigaretle. He only
brought Scoteh; no smokes And wel,
it's obvious they're incompatible.
Barney swears aever 1o try agatn.

Re ‘s real-dife wife, Judi, pluys
his second misadventure with hanky-

Free review of top loca! bands and DJs for your

G

wedding, special event, or privaie party.
For More information Call. (313) 680-4700
A Gall & RICE PRODUCTIONS P'RE
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mare on Elm Street” and Dana El-

“Age is more than a factor of

R
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panky. Judi Rosati lights up the
slage as & mutor-mouthed flaky ac-
tress, Babbie Michelle.

$he effervescently spins a web of
unprobable tales (her dog was kid-
napped by the pelice, she dives with a
Nuzi-hke vocal coach, ete). It's all
toe much for Bammey. Especially
when she talks him into taking a few
pulfs on her marijuana cigarette.

Having struck out with strangers,
Barney attempts a lintson with his

best {gend's wife, Jeanette Fisher.
This is by far the most difficult
woman's role. Irene Hengstebeck
plays it superbly.

SHE MANAGES to maintain the
hectic comedic pace of the show in
the role of a severely depressed
woman. She doesn't find Barmey
physically attractive. She only wants
to get even with her two-timing hus-
band. It’s strike three for Barney,
but he (and we) learn something
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man's “A Case for the Delective/

gate o by calling 644-9668.

the Red Hot Lovers’

about human feibles.
Ditector Marjorie King has fash-
ioned a first-rate production in “Last

“of the Red Hot Lovers.” Kudos too,

to William Mandt, executive pro-
ducer, and founder of SRO Produc-
tions for the City of Southfield.

The show is presented in an 1854
church that Is part of a historic arts

166 Grand River
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*Margatitas
*Mexican Beers

Include:

Dias
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center, “The Burgh.” Seating Is lim-
ited to less than a hundred, but the
venue Is most charming.

Bob Weibel of Westland is o
freelance wnter, who has spent
more than 25 years in community
theater as a director, desipner
and performer.
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BAHAMAS
WE OVERBOUGHT!

Cruiso, Florida o Bahamas for two adults aboard
the Ocean Lnor Sca Escy,
accommodations_at the
raling) while in Freepon, Grand Bahamas. Tickots good for
one yoar from dale of purchase. Otfor through a liconsed and
bonded Cruise Line. Limited amount of tickets remaiming.

Original Cost *538.

o0, plus § days, 4 mghts hotel
orian Inn Aoson, (tounst class
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A cozy place for gatnerlpg
)

located in the heart
Downtown Birmingham

— ———
Featuring a selection of
soups, salads, sandwiches,
burgers and much, much more!
We are also open for breakfast!
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Something Is Going Down At Charlevs

FISH FRY

and Frday
.a e

HALF SLAB
I‘IBS

Seritay

G Sam and Freshly
fated Tavern fread

$ 695

|lr m Tavem Bread

5695

PASTA YOUR WAY

Tumada,

Treudn and Aty
e s on

ob Fne Speal Saiees
Howse Salad and fret iy
Rbed Taverr Bread

5695
The Cost of Dining Out
Charleys

EVERY DAY VALUE




