iﬁhe Iﬁai"miugtnn ®hseruer

Creative Living s

Bob Sklar oditor/953-2113

AN I
—

Thursday, Juty 25, 1831 OLE

(F)10

Antique bottle buffs to show wares

By Linda Ann Chomin
speclal writer

Antlque fruit jars with cast-jron closures,
plckle jars and bottles will line exhlbitors’
tables at the 16th annual antique bottle
show sponsared by the Metropolitan Detrolt
Antique Bottle Club Sunday, July 28, In the
Livonla Hollday Ion, I-275 and Six Mile.

Hours are 10 a.m. wc

“*Aa antigues go, theyrt w.-ry affordable,"
sald Tmy lnomey Rlchard Roosen, club
president

Mom umn 80 dealers from slx states will

offer wares for sale, A free appralsal will
be glven with pald admisslon for any early
American bottle, jug, or jar brought in to
knowledgeable collectors at the show.

*0ld bottles [s a term of art. To be con-
sidered old, boltles had to have a lip that
was hnnddmmmd, not {inished by a ma-
chine,” Roosen sald.-

Antlque botiles and jars tell the story of
our ancestors. Aqua, amber, crystal clear
and rare ruby red bottles relate what life
‘was llke in the 19th and early 20th century.

“THE FIRST American glass house was

bullt in 1819,” Roosen sald. “Michigan had
two glaas houses, one In Mount Clemens and
one in Saginaw.”

“The natural color of glass is aqua, result-
Ing from the sznd and some of the other
chemicals used to make glass,” Roosen
sald. “Glass houses were located near sandy
areas or beaches.”

“In collecting, the most common color ta
clear or aqua, next tv amber, then the
rarest, ruby red,” he sald.

Roosen collects medicine bottles, “the nld
snake ol bottles,” from 1820 to 1908,
always liked the old snake oll bottles,

said. “I used to collect cure bottles. Now I
collect bottles with Indlan names.”

ANTIQUE BOTTLES from $5_to $40,000
wlll be avallable for purchase at the bottle
shaw.

“Most of the collectors concentrate on
American bottles but some collect Britlsh,
particularly ginger beer bottles,” Roosen
said. “The small seven-ounce soda bottles
are becoming rare.”

The 60-member Metropolitan Detroit An-
tique Bottle Club includes collectors who
are museum curators, afflliated consult-

ants, pollee offlcers and attorneys. The club

focuses on old bottles, jars and glass-related

antiques ranglng from hand-held items to
coin-operated machines.

“There are 80 bottle clubs nationally and
even a_natiopal bottle muscum in New
York,”" Roosen sald.

“For as little as 50 cents to $1, you can
get Into bottle collectlng,” Roosen sald. “In
fact, we glve away bottles to the klds com-
lng inla the show, guaranteed (o be 50 years

Admuhnn to the 18th ansual antique
bottle show is $2,
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-Vintage wear
Fashions from past spotlighted
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By Janice Tig:
spoclal writer

ROWSING THROUGH the
new Fashlon Room at the
Farmington Historical Mu-
seumn, you can’t help won-

der what Lucy Putnam Bast looked
like in 1901 wearing her thin, off-
white cotton graduation dress, or
how Edessa Warner looked covered
to the ankle [n ber belge linen duster,
a coat worn In the 19003 just to keep
dust off clothes while riding in an
open car,

Located in the home of Michlgan’s
first three-term  governor, Fred
Warper (1905-11), the Fashion Roomn
13 fllled with vinlage clothing and ac-
cessories dating to the mld-1800s,

Besldes catton and muslln blouses,
wedding dresses with vell beadlng,
taffeta party clothes and everyday
dresses from 1850 to 1930, the col-

‘The hand detail on the
garments is gorgeous.
These clothes are
treasures.’
~— Nancy Leonard
museum cornmitiee

lectlon includes glass-beaded purses,
mop caps, camisoles, coats, hats,
bathing sults and even undergar-
ments. The display also includes a
lichus, & triangular scarf worn over
the shoulders to cover a low peck-
line, and Jabota, pleated cloth or lace
used to dress up a blouse,

The Fashion Room, decorated
with period wall coverings and
drapes reflecting the Warner era,
flils the old master bedroom of the

| West Bioomfield, modals an
from the Fashlon Room. The

124-year-old house at 33805 Grand
River, a room once marked for the
museum’s library.

THE IDEA lo turn the master
suite into the Fashlon Room came
tast fall when the Farmington Play-
ers, a local theater group, lnvited the
museumn commitiee to help them-
selves to excess vintage clothing in
the costume room.

Committee member Nancy Leon-

ard couldn't pass up the offer and
ended up with five boxes full of
clothes, some from the wardrobe of
Gov. Warner's wife, Martha, and old-
est daughter, FEdessa ‘Warmer Slo-
cum.
“I was thrilled,” said Leonard.
“We weren't sure at the time what to
do wlith the clothes, but the affer was
too wonderful to passup.” " -
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Artist links cultures via brushwork; art show trlumphs

SCANNING THE artseape:

@ It's a winner,

Livonla artlst Christine Wong's
first one-person show presents more
than 60 watcrcolors she has palnted
using Chinese philosophy and tech-
niques.

The show runs through Friday In
the lobby of the Livonla City Hajl,
Farmington Road and Flve Mlle.

Her Imaginative art tracks 14
years of blending innermost feelings
with inventlve brushwork. Her palnt-
ings spur heartfelt messages about
Iite’s vast bounty.

The show chronicles the skill, splr-
It and confidence the China native
has acquired through the creative
strokes of her Chinese brush.

“I bave to stand up te paint,” she
told the Observer. “I use my whole

body. It's mental and b0dy T put my |

whale self into it."

Her work truly spans the vastness
between East and West,

One of my favorites is "Panda
Bear,” Dashes of green accent thls
wistful black and white portralt,
which captures the loving bond be-
tween mom and cub. The eyes of
these huggable Chinese bears are ar-
resting.

Another standout is “Waterfront,”
a haunting pastoral scene of a Chl-
pese waterfront. Jagged hues of
brown, blue, green and black unlte in
a splash of splendor and intrigue.

1 also like “Tiger and Cub.” A cute
cub sleeps peacefully on the
outsiretched paw of its mother, a
keen sentry with ears raised, whisk-
ers perked, back tightened and eyes
riveted, amld the cover of nature.

‘4

The cats’ orange and black stripes
are Nfelike.

Purity, freshness and serenlty co-
mingle in “Flower Fairy." She's
dressed in  native purple-yellow
garb, black hair blewing In the wind,
brows arched over dark eyces, a bas-
ket of Mowers in hand.

“Clown-Baltoon Man™ underscores
Wong's enchantment with America’s
spirit. Decked out in circus wear,
tugging on balloons and with a big
red nose and fong purple halr, the

clown is an Instant Triend.
® With (ts wealth of quality art
-spread among 275 artists and
crafters from around the country,
Plymouth's Art In the Park is fast
becoming a showstopper on the local
arts falr scene.

Artists came from as far away as
California and West Virginla as well
as Canada and Michlgan. Many
buyers came from the northem
reaches of Oakland County.

The arts fest started in 1980 with
30 artlsts displaylng their work in
Kellogg Park.

Amld rising popularity and partic-
ipatlon, Art In the Park has spllled
over Into the downtown streets that
surround the village square.

“We've not only gotten good
crowds but they've also shown good
Intensity,” said hometown artist

Tam L&'Gan!l who Mvcs two blocu'

from Kellogg Park.

“I've had a hard time kecping the
walls filled. Waves of people keep
coming In and buylng,” the acrylic
painter said In the shade of his can-
vas booth at the 11th annual Art In
the Park July 13-14.

“] think this show's come a long
way,” said LeGaull, making his first
appearance In It

Bis artwork — traditional, con-
temporary and absiract -~ ranges In
price from $75 to $300.

Unllke other artlsts who bring
only finished work, LeGault com-
pletes many of hls palatings at the
show as visitors watch.

“I'm pretly productive here,” he
sald. "Glving people a chance to
watch a painting go from & raw can-
vas to a hinished look adds to the

ey

s s
ov cmll interest leve!

Suzanne Lifton, whose Paper
Made Creattve Collage is based in
Farmington Hills, was another first-
timer at Art In the Park. She noticed
the great variety of finc art and
cralt ltems, "not only in price but in
quality."

Ltfton combines papers and yarns
with natural objects like stone, rocks
and fosslls in an abstract design. Her
artwork ranges In price from $35 to
$165.

“For me, Art in the Park was

e

great,” Lifton said. "Yes, I'd go
back.” .
Event  director Diane Qulnn

caught the impact of the show best:
“Art in the Park Is simply Plymouth
at onc of our town’s finer moments."

Bob Skiar is assistant manag-
ing editor for special projects



