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Taking a tip from Europe to repair concrete

Take concrele repatr. Correclive

Ine. of Blrming-
ham uses a high pressure Injecilon
system to repair cracked and leak-

By Garald Frawley in the Jast decade or 0.
stalf writer
Systems
Americans have long had 2 repu-
tatlon as a throwaway society,
Bottles, foam cups, plastic bags —  Ing concrete.
bulldingy.

Bulldings, imagine, discarded be-
cause they're old and it’s easy to go

The company entered the market
less than a year ago with lts ad-
vanced German technology and

plied to the interior, the bond or
scalant stops the water leakage on
the Inslde of the wall, but the crack
and leaking water are still in the
wall. Many times, the leak Is stopped
only temporarily.

EXCAVATING ARQUND the leak
and patching It from the ontslde is a
better option, Flynn said, but it is an
one — often

and build a pew one in a
somewhere. -

In Europe, where all of the corn-
ficlds are necded to plant corn, peo-
ple have been foreed by cost and
lack of tand to keep what they have
longer.

Innovatlve ways to resurface, in-
sulate and repalr exteriors; new
techniques in structural reinforce-
ment; and innovatlve concrete re-
palrs — all of these things have been
practiced. in Europe for years, but
have only come to this country with-

P against
concrete patch and epoxy injectlon
companics.

Vice president Dennls Flynn sald
conerete repalr techniques in this
country haven't changed {n decades.
Typleally, a contractor applles 2
sealant or cement bond to the interi-
or or digs around the foundation and
applies it to the wall’s exterlor or
builds a dralnage system.

“There’s peally no loglcal reason
to let someone in your basement to
patch a crack,” Flynn said. When ap-

Residential building

AP - Constructlon spending
dropped 0.9 percent in May, revers-
Ing direction followlng the largest
Increase in more than a year just a
month earller, the government said.

Anaiysts were encouraged by an
increase in residential construction
and relatively stable government
spendlng desplte fiscal problems.
But they saw no Indicatlon of any

p I private 1di
tlal constructlon.

Construction of new houses and
apartments increased in all regions
of the country except the West last
month, advancing $.2 percent to the
bighest level in seven months.

Stil), analysts sald the houslng re-
ylval would be one of the weakest
since World War I1.

The Commerce Department sald
housing starts were at a seasonally
adjusted annual rate of 1.04 millicn
in June, up from a revised 989,000 In
May. The May rate had béen esti-
mated at 981,000,

“IUs still an anemic houslng re-
covery,” sald economist David F.’
Sciders of the National Association
of Home Builders. He s forecasting
a total of 1.05 million housing starts
this year, which would be the lowest
level since 1.015 milllon in 1946 and
down from 1.19 million last year.

‘THOMAS HOLLOWAY, an econo-
mist with the Mortgage Bankers As-
sociation, predicted that the recov-
ery, while gradual, will be erratic,
“There'll be a lot of chopplness,” he
said.

Analysts contend the housing re-
cession hit bottorn with an 847,000
anonua) starts rate in January, New
construction surged In February, but
{ell agaln the next month.

The June increase was the third
straight galn and marked the longest
string of advances since a four-
month stretch from Oclober 1989

through January 1990,

It also was the first time [t topped
1 milllon since November, when the
rate was 1.13 million. .

But the number of starts in the
first six months of the year was 25
percent below that of the same peri-
od in 1990, .

Applications for butlding permits,
a barometer of future activity, rose
3.7 percent in June to an annual rate
of 1.0 million. They have risen each
month since Japuary, the longest
siring since the Il-month period
from August 1982 to July 1983 as the
cconomy was emerglng from the
last recession.

Still, the June rate was well below
the 1,34 milllen applications in 1989,
the year before this recession began.

Both Selders and David Berson, an
economist with the Federal Natlonal
Mortgage Assoclation, sald the so-
called credit crunch continues to n-
hibit construction actlvity,

Single-famlly starts posted thelr
third stralght advance, up 3.8 per-
cent to an 868,000 annual rate, Ber-
son said growth in thls sector would
be more modest than that followlng
previous recessions.

“Because this was a relatively
mild recession, there’s much less
pclr;l-up demand for housing,” he
5

Berson also said the multi-family '

sector will remain weak, “primarily
because of the overbuildieg In the
carly- and mid-1980s. Vacancy rates
are still very high and, as a result, in
many parts of the country It's simply
uneconomical to build mult-family
units.”

Multi-family starts dld rise 124
percent to a 172,000 annual rate. But
Berson said the advance merely
brought starts back to the April level
after a 13.1 percent plunge in May.

Overall, ‘starts pl 18

P
times ranging into Lhe thousands,

Epoxy injectlon systems are bet.
ter still, but the epoxy patch dries
hard which doesn't help if the wall
‘contlaucs to move.

The high-pressure system devel-
oped in Germany and used by Cor-
rective Systems' Michigan was in-
vented to work where bulldings are
hundreds of years old and repalr Is
considered preferable to replace

ment. . .
‘The high pressure [njection sys-

toddles

the lowest level in three months and
nearly wiplng out a 15.0 percent gain
the previous month.

Construcilon activity continued to
Improve In both the Mldwest and

South, which escaped the brunt of |

the recessian.

Starts shot up 17.5 percent in the
Midwest to a 255,000 rate, wiping
out a 8.1 percent loss in May. Starts
rose 6.0 percent in the South to
389,000, nearly crasing a 7.1 percent
decline the previous month.

The Commerce Department sald
averall spending on resldential, non-
residential and government projects
totaled a scasonally adjusted annual
rate of $403.1 bllllon, down from
$406.6 billlon In April.

The revised 1.2 percent April gain
was cven stronger than the 0.8 per-
cent Increase first reported. It also
was the largest since a 1.9 percent
Jump in February 1990,

The construction Industry has
been in 2 slump for more than a
year, and the improvement in April
was just the second in 12 months.
Spending in May was 10.6 percent
below that of May 1990,

Stil), analysts contend the reces-
sion in the residentlal sector of the
construction Industry touched bot.
tom last January. Home sales have
Improved since then, stimulating
new housing construction.

. erac!

tems method is fairly simple —
boles are drilled around the cracl
and a bondlng agent Is injected into
the wall to £i1l the cracks and gaps.

“Water leaks are really sot under
Nigh pressure - 1t just seeps every-
where," he sald. High pressure in-
Jected repalrs accomplish two
things: It bonds and plugs the cracks
as well as forcing Lhe water out.

Whes Injected, the bonding agent
Is a fine liquid and able to penctrate
wherever waler permeates.
The bonding agent cures over time
— the cure tlme is controlled by the
chemical mix of the bondlng agent
— untll It achleves & rubber-like
consistency that fills and joins the
concrele.

Because of the nature of hlgh-
pressure injection, it wlll not repalr
cracks in cement. block basements
and foundations. - L

RONALD ROY, district manager

Xs -for Beztak Cos. — a national devel-

oper and properly manager with
hgfdlnp In ptoupl;wl Michlgan, sald
he was impressed enough with the
idea to hire Corrective Systems to do
some work at Mulrwood Apartments
and Terraces In Farmington Hills,

As a property manager, Bertak
has had more than ity share of con-
crete foundation leaks. “And nothing
ever works.”

The problem with concrete leaks
is they often recur after they are re-
paired, he sald. “Every time we've
had a problem in the past, I couldn't
find anyone to do a job."

Roy sald he saw an article discuss-
ing the process and thought it might
solve his problem. “I can't honestly
say it has been long enough to see if

1t ‘works, but I'm generally pleased -

with the company's response and the

Robert Kayes

* " “His other options — like repairing
it from the lnslde, the outside, or m- -
proving lrrigation around the foun-
dation, are expensive. “If nothing
else, it's costly from a project man-
agement standpoint.”

Roy explained that whenever a
traditional methods repair la made,
the property manager must mave
the tenants (o another apartment un-
Ul they are completed. “Then, we
don't want to have to move them
again if there's a problem.”

In addltion (o costs, the high-pres-
sure process is also attractive be-
.cause It lsn't disruptive — the work
takes hours instead of days — and
the company stands behind the new

process, .
“In my experience, if a product

holds up for two years, it will hold up

from here to eternity,” Beztak said.

Clindy Ciura

Taubman adds officers

Two corporate officers have been
elected at the Taubman Co., Bloom-
fleld HHlls, .

Bruce W. Heckman of Troy has
been named group vice president for
development, reporting to Wiltlam S.
Taubman, group senlor vice presl-
dent for development. Before joinlng

Corp., the U.S. Department of Labor
and In private practice.
.

Cindy Clura of Farmington Hills

where she had been marketing diree-
tor since 1986, :

L]
Funk & Co. Bullders of West
bas d plans for

has been named market-
ing director for Forbes/Cohen Prop-
ertles, Southfield. She will be respon-
sible for marketlng strategies and

th pany in 1846, a
certifled city planner, was executlve
vice president of the Chleago-based
Teaka Associates,

Robert B, Kayes of Rochester
Hills has been elected group vice

{or lease

He reports to J. Peter Scherer, group
exccutive viee president. Before
jolnlng Taubman in 1886, Kayes was
an attorney with the Yurika Foods

percent to a 248,000 rate in the West,
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Contoi love to
‘BANING SPRCIOUS 141

fowo: l:z?w!s and
and sandy beachiionts.

for immediate occupancy.

Crystal clear water for swimming,
boating & fishing .. . a lifestyle you'd
gﬂg@@oma to!

vate decks patios overooking calm waler
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'“"U'a“"—“j{ Bridgetown
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“LOCATED IN

THE QUAINT VILLAGE

OF CHELSEA"

194 to Chelsea cxit. N. ¥ mile to stop light, Tefl 1 block.
Models open 7 days 12 noon-5 p.m.

(313) 475-7810

2.3 bedrooms,
e, full basement, central air,
uilt-ins, deluxe floor covering,
patio deck & more.

2 baths, 2 car

From 399.900

Assoclation dues: $65.00 per month.
Building last phase. Units available

P

hoxury homas with walkout

from 189,900
Lakefront $198,500
344-8808

Sates Conter

1403413 Open Noon & 30 pm

sales pi progr of all
Forbes/Cohen shopping centers.

She jolns Forbes/Cohen from
Northland Center/Westland Center

a $120 million houslng development
called Fenton Farms. The develop-
ment ncludes housing, a Tom Fazio
go)f course and an indoor/outdoor
sports village.

Archltect and site planner is Alex-
ander Bogaerts of Bloomlield Hills,

s "
Koy “Pointe

FROM
2 BEDROOM

property tax deductions and
own homa at the, 13me time.

payment. Morgage
339200 pee month phua

$160 00 per monts
12-5 Dally

BEAT RISING RENTS -
BUY NOW AND SAVE

*5137 MOVES YOU IN*

Take advantage ol morigage interost and
id equiy In your

“Limvted oftee « Sa'es pce of $63.500 with $1550 down
[

Appormate tax 1amngs n (e 28 tax trackel wil be
n

(Closed
981-6550  Thuraday)
SALES BY CENTURY 21, HARTFORD SOUTH, INC.

2
AR
A

o

s

*68,500
-2 BATHUNITS .

CONTEMPORARY

~3 Bedrooms

*2v; Baths

* Full Besement

* Fully Carpeted

* 2 car attached Onrage

freplace

9%

*149.000 model not shown

For more information call-

559-7300

SHORES OF COMMERCE

CUSTOM BUILT LAKE ACCESS HOMES

on Commerce Lake

Starting
From

152" WATER FRONTAGE

Features thclude:”

* Family Room with large

Drokers Welcame
Pised e

30 year. no
Points ow model

*149,900%

and TRADITIONAL STYLES

* Kitchen with buitt-ins
and cating arca

* Energy Saving Furmnace

* Full-size driveway

* Walled Lake Schoots

* And much. much more

00 Benrlrin Roed Rosd Netten
Dubley Pars & Sheetn.
on

MODEL OPEN
Mon.-Frl. 1.8
Sat-Sun. 1.5
Thurscty}
Call 383-4120




