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By Pat Murphy
staff writer

" A prode into an alleged violation
cof IM Michigan Open Meetings Act
N intensifled — wilh Oakland
evunty commissloners denying any
mnxdolnz and pledging coopera-

.. "l'h dldn’t do anything wrong.”
3ald atforney Wiltlam P, Hampton,
- referring to a complaint that coun-
. ty commissioners violated the state
open meetings statute by discuss-
- Ing the controversial solid waste
program at & convention of the Na-
tional Association . of Counties

_~ hourlong Interview with investiga-
- tors from the Oakland Cmmly Pro-
" secutor’s office,
“We bed a friendly ccuvcm
‘tlon,” sald Hampton. “And I think

Investigation heats up

" the matter will be resolvcd ina

satisfactory manner.”

Rewold, R-Oakland Townshlp,
called the meeting on the spur of
the moment while commissioners
were In a hospltality sulte at the
NACO meellng March 17, sald
Hampton.

.- SHORTLY-AFTER commission-

ers returned and word of the meet-

ing circulated, (he pmidenl of
ga

-rens, D-Pontiac, said be thought the-

Solid waste plan on hold

By Pat Murphy
1d waste program. alatf writer
Although the was filed
shortly after the March Incidents, Except for continuing to provide
the prosecutor’s offlce did not start information needed to get an alr

Investigating untll last week — a
colncldence that prompted some
commlaslonkrs to complaln.

Commlssioner James D. Fer-
timing was an attempt by prosecu-

tor Richard Thompson to intiml-
date as they were

RAIL inst I

tors ‘and undﬂll.s) complained ll
viclated that portion of the ope:
meetlngs act that prohiblts alllchl
gatherings when the public could
not reasonably be expected to at-

tend.

Murllynne Burton-Ristau  of
Orlon Townshlp also complained
that on March 12, the leader of the
Repubtican caucus - violated the
open meetings act by barring her
use of a tape recorder while com-
missioners were discussing the sol-

about to conslder his request for
more personnel,

The allegation prompted Thomp-
son to chuckle. “That's laughable,”
he sald. “If 1 waa trying to Influ-
ence commissioners, I would have
done nothing." .

Investigators are looking Into the *
complalnt now, Thompsons said,
because they have the time, “It's a
matter of timing and pricrities,” he
safd.
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quality permlt, activity on the pro-
posed Oakland solid waste program
— wlith the controversial Incinerator
in Auburn Hills — Ls on bold.

vide data”to the Michigap Depart-
ment of Natural Resources and
other regulating agencles. But most.
apending on consulting contracls or
other major expenditures Ly frozen
untll after the Nov. 5 vote on fund-

ng.

‘“That's the way 1t should be until
we find out what voters want to do,”
said Commissloner Marilynn E.
Gosling, R-Bloom!leld Hills.

Gosling is one of many people who
predict the ballot lssue’ will be
turned Into a referendum on the pro-
posed Incinerator ln Auburn Hills —
and defeated.

By Pat Murphy
staff writer

A fourth attempt to recall Com-
missioner Roy Rewold because of hls
advocacy of an incinerator as part of
the county’s solld waste program has
been filed with the Qakland County
Board of Elections.

Rewold, an Oakland Township Re-
publican who [s also chalrman of the
board of commissioners, Is named in
a recall petitlon filed Thursday by
Laurle Rupert-Eaton, a resident of
Auburn Hllls and a member of RAIL
(Resldents Agﬁlns llan and
Landfills).

Rupert-Eaton clalms Rewold
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“When hat happens, the county
wlll have to rcassess Its positlon,”
sald Gosling, who believes the coun-
ty should refect the Incinerator and
proceed with a program bullt on re-
cyellng.

A smaller Incinerator migbt bu

bond lsue will pass, giving the coun-
ty the boost it needs to implement

¢ waste program, Including the
Auburn Hills incinerator.

“I think people are reasonable
enough to learn the facts and ap-
prove the waste prlv:igrlm, including

* 8al

necessary, she
only as a last resort” and nnly nncr

County_offictals continue to_ pro: -—recycling has been implemented and

pushed.

‘THE CHAIRMAN of the Board of
C however,
to relterate his contentlon that the
counly should turn solld waste over
to local communities if voters turn
down the Nov. 5 ballot lssue.

“A program without an incinera-
tor will not meet the county's
necds,” sajd Roy Rewold, R-Oakland
Townshlp, “If the ballot issue is de-
feated I think the county should
leave solid waste lo individual com-
munlties."

Commissloner Donald W, Jensen,
Rl Blrmlngham, said he belleves un.-

should be recalled for atgnlng a con-
tract with the Westinghouse Corp.
House Corp. to build the proposed in-
cinerator in Auburn Hills.
Rupert-Eaton claims Rewold and
other commissioners signed the con-
tract before glving residents the
chance to vote on the solid waste
program and the controversial incln-
erator, “. .. thereby making the
people of Oakland County financlally
Itable for a signed contract.” .
5he is referring to the $175 million
contract Oakland signed with West-

inghouse to build and operate lhe

2,000 ton per day incinerator.

THE COUNTY deputy dlrector of
solid waste management, however,
sald that Rupert-Eaton ks mistaken.

. "We have a contract with Westing-

Jensen,

Solld. Waste Manage-
ent, however, contin-
ues to negotlate with state officlals
In Lansing In order to obtain the air
quallty permit needed to proceed
with the $175 mlllion waste-to-ener-
gy lneinerator,

Commlssioners have approved the
expendliure of funds related to the
alr quality permit, but frozen money
needed to continue consulting ser-
vices — such as the money needed to
retain consultants for the sale of
bands,

Roger Smith, the county's deputy
director of puhlic works, sald the
freeze will not adversely afiect the
solld waste program.

Dnlhn

house,”” Roger Smith =zald Friday.
“But like other contracts, it's condi-
tional, It doesn't become binding un-
less other things happen.'--

For example, the county would
have ta sell bonds to assure finane-
ing and get pledges that Indlvidual
communities would commlt thelr
waste to be burned in the Incinera-
tor, Smith said. “Nelther of those
things can happen before the Nov. §
ballot."

The county clectlon commission
schedvuled a hearing on this latest re-
call pelmon for B:: 30& Aug lG

""THAT WOULD be the third such

hearing on a Rewold recall petition
since May 23, when county commls-
sfoners voted lo put bonding on an
election ballot.
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