@he Obseruer & Eccentric® Nemzpaperz

iOEE MONDAY, AUGUST 12, 1891

'TRAVEL

PAGE 7A % % (8,F-8B)}(L-1C,P,C,R,W,G-8B)

Giddyap, city slickers,
dude the ranch thing

Area residents saddle up in Wyoming

Julie Candler of Birmingham and the Sundance Kid if you vislt the
Joined other local travelers re- Wyoming dude ranch known as the
cently in Laramie, Wyoming. '\lh:e Bar. 'll'ha n:t’x;dy_ p‘llrdnl!uhl gan

orses will provide an old- ol
fg,‘mrwﬁ::f for Western-style welcome by hauling &
bay wagon {o meet the traln from

You may be met by Butch Cassidy  Laramie. .

3 Michigan travelers
reach mountain top

‘Three Michigan travelers cllmbed
the three miles from Lake Marie, at
10,000 feet clevation, to the highest

view from the top was worth the
188l

The raitroad line Ls the Wyoming/
Colorado, bullt in 1887 to run to the
tiny gold-mining town of Centennlal,
Just a couple of mlles beyond the Vee
Bar.

As our group leaves the train and
climbs aboard the wagon where
baled hay perfumes the afr, we are
greeted by a handsome man In a
cowboy bat. He is Duane Harm, for-
merly seen in Michigan dolng com.
mentaries on WJRT-TV o Flint,
which he managed In the mid-*60s,

After Harm xignals & giddyap to
Butch and Sundance, the two horses
bounce us through tall yellow prairie
grass. We clomp across where
the Sioux and Cheyenne once rode,
near a marker that says, “Overland
Trall, 1862-1888."

peak in the Medicine Bow National
Forest, at 12,018 feet, for a great
mountaln-top view of Laramle. In
the group with writer Julle Candler

of Birmingham was Vickl Lange of

and Datton
of Bingham Farms,

A CAREFUL observer sces ruts
left by ploneer wagon wheels. Eve-
rywhere we look, the horizon Is lined
- with mountaln ranges. If we watch
(LS8 closcly, we can see antelope, deer

Duare and Susan Harm turned the Vee Bar in Laramie, Wyo., into a duda ranch.

pardner, wife Susan, turned It into a
dude ranch because “we wanted to
be with people, as well as horses.”

Now people come to ride horse-
back over 26,000 acres of plalns and
mountain tralla, They also fish, hike,
eat good food, shoot trap, go tubing
on the river, play horscshoes and
volleyball,

Photo by Jule Cardier

move In for secluded seminars and
conferences.

horse ean go on breakfast, lunch or
dinner rides, where guldes stop along
re food flavored

But the Vee Bar's biggest attrac-
tlon s 30 beautlful .ridlng horses.
“We work hard to pick the right
horses,” says Harm. “We look for
gentle, well-tralned horses that know
how to be ridden.”

the trail and prepa;
by deliclous mountaln alr. Or you
can choose (o ride to a pleturesque
spot in the hills for teatlng over-
night.

Guests say they prefer the down-
lo-carth atmosphere at the Vee Bar

About two miles up, the trall
turned Into plies of huge boulders to

t /gl and elk on nearby hills,
4 ‘Bulch and Sundance slow to cross
a narrow wooden bridge. The rip-

scramble up. Leadlng the group on
was Shirley Nielsen, an experienced
climber. Another scasoned mountain
person, Sandra Rardin, was asslgned
to the rear, to help the stragglers,

“I seldom saw Shirley,” Candler
sald. "I nearly caught up to her when
she stopped for a breather once, but
then she moved ahead. But I saw a
{ot of Sandra. I kept asking her, ‘Are
we almost there?”"

“With lungs that wouldn't adjust
to the altitude, I was the last of the
group to huff and puff to the top.
Without the helping hands of Sandra
and another veteran climber named
Dick Reddeck who carried my pack,
I never would have made it. The

Birmingham writer Julie Can-
dier catches her breath on
the mountain top (ooking
down on Mirror Lake.

. pling, rock-bottomed river below us

is the Little Laramie, well-known to
local trout fishermen, Just beyond, a
huge log structure is the barn where
horses were stabled when the Vee
Bar was a stage coach stop. Along-
side Is 2 corral fllled with beautifu)
saddte horzes.

After a turn, we see the lodge,
bullt 114 years ago and once a guest
house for weary overland travelers,
Inslde, the walls scem to emit the
ghostly flgures of hardy homestead-
ers and settlers who once stayed
here. X

+ Harm retired last year from & ca-
recr in TV management and bought
the ‘870-acre Vee Bar, He and his

THE HARMS have renovated the
lodge and added a roomy area where
people can relax, around a big stone
Ilreplace. Susan used her talent as a
professional decoralor to add color
and coziness to the three cablns and
10 guest rooms, each with a bath,

Among recent guests in these
rooms were sportscaster- Curt
Gowdy, his wife and daughter. Wyo-
ming Governor Michael Sullivan
stopped by the Vee Bar recently for
& quiet getaway. Vick] Lange of Bir-
wingham and Dutton Moreboase of
Blogkam Farms are here for a tour
and outdoor barbecue with our .
group.

In winter, skiers using the nearby
Snowy Range's 23 runs stay at the
Vee Bar, Corporations and groups

CHALET NORTH MOTEL - 8T, IGNACE

70 ground level rooms, air
cond., cable TV, located on
32 acres of land, woods &
troils, outdoor pool, plenic
lacilities, barbeque grills,
nightly bonfires in July &
Aug. Pets accepted. Close to
Lake Huron. Reserve Now for
Fall Colors.

1-800-345-9457
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TRAVELERS TO CANADA
LIQUOR « CIGARETTES - PERFUME
BEER - GIFTS « CURRENCY EXCHANGE
SAVINGS UP TO 50%
OPEN EVERY DAY 7 A.M. - 11 P.M,
AT THE BRIDGE APPROACH TO CANADA
PORT HURON OR SAULT STE. MARIE, AND
MARINE CITY, MICHIGAN. ,
LIQUOR SOLD ON SUNDAYS & HOLIDAYS

CIGARETTES from $7.25 carton + LIQUOR from $6.00 40 oz.
FOR INFORMATION CALL:

(313) 987-7830 - (906) 635-5031

o
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tiding—and-ati-other
ranch activitles, plus three meals a
day, arc Included In the Vee Bar's

to-what they call™“yupple ranched™—
with condos and golf courses. Other
dude ranches in the area are also se-

dally rates ranging from $95 a day
for one person (o $432 for five peo-
ple.

rlous about horseback riding and
outdoor living. )

Contact Vee Bar Guest Ranch, on
Highway 287, 27 miles south of
Laramie, by calling (307) 742-6072.
Contact Laramie Area Chamber of
Commerce, B0O S. Third. St., Ste 200,
Laramie, Wyo, 82070 or telephone
toll-free (B0D) 4455305,

% PRESENTS THE FIRST ANNUAL

IF YOU come to the Vee Bar for a
week, your riding skllls wiil be as-
sessed and a horse that suits you
{with Western saddle) will be yours
for your entire stay. You and your
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CELEBRATION

AUGUST 16, 17, 18
Downtown Plymouth

THREE DAYS OF
FREE ENTERTAINMENT

m Presents Friday 5:00-9:00 p.m.
w “A TASTE OF PLYMOUTH" The Gathering
{

$5.00 Admission)*
> Mallan Cucina « Ecnesto's + AJ's » Papa Romano's.
+ Daly Drive-In « Statlon 845 + Roman Forun + Eagle Snacks
FREE~*“BLUES IN THE PARK"” CONCERT
“JAMES WAILIN' DLUE BAND.
Steve Gomall & The Bluc Collar Blues Band
- George Bedard and the King Pins

WXCD Presents Saturday —Noon-6:00 p.m.
1027 FM FAMILY FUN DAY KELLOGG PARK - FREE

oon - The Michigan Opera Theater performing -
“Little Red Riding Hood*
1:00 p.m. “The Ronald McDonald Show™
2:00 p.m. “Living Scicnee™ Exotic Anlmals
3:00 p.m. Civil War Reinactiment Band
4:00 p.m. Karen Chapin - Chlldren’s Folk Songs

“AN ELEGANT PICNIC” 5:00 to 6:00 p.m,

A gourmet picnic prepared and served by Cafe
Bon Hommie in Kellogg IPark. Rolled Tenderloln,
Fresh Grilled Vegetabies, Potatoes and a Flamling
lce Crenm Bomb for Dessert,
Dinner To Be Served st 6:30 p.m.
Dinner Ticket Must Be Purchased In Advance Oaly:
$45.00 Per Person « Candlelight Dinner, Beverage,
Dessert & Gratuity.
— Alsoat5 p.m. -
FREE JAZZ CONCERT IN KELLOGG FEATURING
Paul Vornhagen
* Deported From Cozumel

Sunday 11:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.

Laser Light
Spectacular

"Amadeus’ Greatest Hits"
Richard Kapp, conductor
Meadow Brook Festival Orchestra

Friday, August 23 & Saturday, August 24
Pavilion S$2(), $17

Lawn 512.50

TCKETS AVAILABLE AT ALL

OUTLETS INCLUDING HUOIONS.
SOUND WAREHOULE STOR(§ O CALL Mi
MUBIC H3TIVAL BOX OHACE

TIER T ASTER,
NARMONY HOUSE AND

(313) 377-2010
\ Meadow Brook Music Festiv

*A-CLASSICAL-BRUNCH-PICNIC™
11:00 a.m. Vocalist Karen Chapin
12:00 p.n. The Anderson String Quartet

1:00 p.m. Performers of the Michigan Opera Theater
Brunch in the Gathering by Reservation Only:
88.00 Adult, $6.00 Children®

). 2:00 p.m. to 6:00 p.m.

= PRESENTS “AN OLD FASHIONED COUNTRY
ICE CREAM SOCIAL" -
FREE COUNTRY MUSIC CONCERT
2:00 p.m. The Libertines
:00 p.m. Country Cuzzins Dancers
Plymouth Fife & Dt Co
3:30 p.m. Southern Rein
and Casey Clark
4:30 p.m. Country Class Dancers
5:00 p.m. "A Tribute to Elvis™ By Sherman Amold
A Special Live Appearance by Big Boy
All Anemoon Batutday and Bunday, Gibson School Preacnts —
e Balloons for the Kids. Pace Falsting & Take-with Crafs
“Themed meals teuine an admiesion and or svance rrarrvaiions
For Information Call: 451-1540 or 459.3143
Tickets at: Cafe Bon Homme, Mayflowar Hotel. Plymouth Chamber and
-,'a-ii-n.
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