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- Out of the backfield,

‘Coach’ scores

‘Success can’t spoil

Craig T. Nelson
By Suzanne Gill

Success Is about to find both
coach Hayden Fox and his fiancee,

anchorwoman Christine Armstrong. .

This falt on ABC's “Coach,' the fle-
tional Minnesota State Screaming
Eagles football team has an
unheard of 10-1 season, while Chris-
tine Is offered a network job that
keeps her commuting to New York.
The couple, played by Cralg T. Nel-
son and Shelley Fabares, will live
together, but their win-win proles-
slonal situation puts an unexpected
straln on thelr Kappiness.

As the series enters Its fourth sca-
son, Nelson is worried success will
somehow spall “Coach,” too.

The half-hour comedy started asa
mld-season replacement in  the
spring of 1989, but was put on the
bench behlnd “Chicken Soup.” a star
vehicle for Jackle Mason, When
“Soup" sank early in the 1989-50
season, ABC called Nelson and Fa-
bares, with co-star Jerry Van Dyke,
ta hold the line against declining

Yvos M

ratings In the half-hour after

“‘Roscanne” on Tuesday nights.___

Though it began as the story of a
middle-age jock at the helm of a
struggling college football team, the
show has developed a subtext of
cmotional growth spurred by the
angst of its central character and
his relationship with the smart, so-
phisticated lady tn his life. Dia-
mond-in-the-rough Hayden Is noth-
Ing like the other men Christlne has
known, whlle she offers him the
warmth and encouragement he's
missed along the way.

“She's extraordinarily drawn to

“him,” says Fabares, “and her good
sense tells her that this is It, this guy .

is great” The fact that Hayden

faces his own shoricomings withaut *

urging from Christine is attractive
to her character, Fabares feels.

Nelson is excited by Hayden's
journcy of sclf-discovery aiter a
lifetime of emotional blustering.

“For a man who's never exa-
mined that and is quite afraid to do
so, it can be a tremendous revela-
tion.

“We've been trying {o gel te that
and pul it in some sort of ferm
that's funny. These are the things 1

d In Manon of

Fronch )

d plays s

the Spring, a loqu(YyI to Jean de Fiorette. The acclaimad film airs
Friday on PBS.
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want to explore in thls guy.”
han_most_stars, Nelson is '

ved in the devel t of his
show, which will take several plot
turns in the comling season: Daugh-
ter Kelly {Clare Carcy) gets a di-
vorce, the team’s success turns Lu-
ther's {Van Dyke) head; and the uni-
versity hires a new budget-slashing
president.

Asked if he considers the show a
success, Nelson shifts uncasily In his
chatr, "Thee's so much mere pollsh
1o give this show, and so many more
attitudes to explore.”

Even Emmy nominations (Nelson
has been nominated twice) for the
show, which consistently ranks in -
Niclsen's top 20, don’t satlsfy him.
"Thal's great, but we can’t rest on
that.

“I'm scared to death that I love
this thing. I loved “Calt to Glory,”
and they took it away. And it broke
my heart.

"I'm not grown up enough to say,

*Just love it while it’s here.””

CAPTION:

Hayden Fox {Craig T. Nelson) teads
the Minnesota State Screaming Ea-
gles in a winning scason on ABC's
“Coach.” The popular comedy re-
turns with new shows In October.
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