Sometimes, you’ve got to know when to fold ’em

There are no push-button phones
in Meldrum Bay, Ontario, and Lloyd
Webster, who retired from profes-
slonal motorcycle racing to run the
geoeral store, s¢ll flahlng licenses
and operate the local Coast Guard
search and rescue boat, has to make
2 hundred-mile round trip to buy
bread for the store.

This tends to make for the kind of
vacation where you come back and
get surprised by news, which for me
included reading about the death of
Sofchiro Honda, and the demise of
the Sterling and Peugeot cary In the
U.S. market.

At the age of 84, Mr. Honda was a
walking affront to the grancla and
low-stress Itestyle. Hard-working
and bard-llving, he once hit the head
of Honda Research and Develop-
ment over the bead with a bolt he
was displeased with,

H1S NAME was on the company
that typified the post-World War 11

rise of the Japanese auto industry,
but it's not clear today whether Hon-

. da's present success was the result

of his leadership or the fact that he
stepped down long before the com-
pany began to galn any respect in
the U.S. marketplace,

No matter. Mr. Honda was the
kind of belligerent outsider most
Americans could identify with, and

he to
the lmage of an underdog car com-
pany even when Honda began to out-
sell General Motors,

1t was Honda also that led the way
In elbowling aside the old-lnc Euro-
pean manufacturers in the U.S. mar-
ket. Honda has doggedly pursued the
llkes of Volkswagen for decades, but
the huge surplus of models curvently
on sale in the Unlted States squeezed
the British, French and Itallan Indus-
tries even harder.

SO IT WAS no great surprise when
Sterling Motors threw in the towel.
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As a surviving fragment of the Brit-
ish industry that once produced the
1ikes of Triumphs and Jaguars, Ster-
Jing was selling a UK-assembled
version of the Acura Legend, which
put them in the uneaviable position
of trying to sell a car with Japancse
looks and Britlsh assembly quality,
sort of like trying to make a movle
idol out of Woody Allen’s body and
Stallone's brains.

Most missed will be the class the
British brought to the auto show clr-
cults, where they served tea and
their models wore hats.

Even more milssed (by me, any-

way) will be Peugeot, which was the
last genulne oddball Import on sale
in the Unlted States, A vestige of the
1860s, when every Import was welrd
by delinlilon, Peugeot began in the
United States by selllng dieset-
powered French taxlcabs with huge,
white steering wheels, 50 bizarre
that they made a threecylinder two-
stroke Saab look as stedgy as a fu-
nerat limo,

LATER, THE long-winded effort
to sell Peugeots as ersatr luxury
cars In the face of a beleaguered
U.S. Industry, the anxjous Germans

it was Honda that led
the way in elbowing
aside the old-line
European
manufacturers in the
U.S. market.

and the aggressive Japanese proved
too much, and they folded their U.S.
operation after 35 years on these
shores.

It’s clear that what's happening is
the salad days are about over for us-
ing the United States as an endless
sourco of wealth for anybody with
something on four wheels and an
urge to get into the auto business,
Peugeot is withdrawing to Europe,
which promlses both growth that
will outstrip the United States in the
coming decades, and relentless com-

petitlon from the Japanese if the
new European economic order ever
lets them in. I predict that, like Fiat,
they wlil prosper on thelr home turf,

IN ANY case, I figure Lloyd saw
the handwriting on the wall earlier
than most of us,

Litoyd moved to Meldrum Bay af-
ter selling off a collectlon of 36 mo-
toreycles, a legacy of 20 years sell-
ing Triumphs and -other brands,
malnly Britlsh, in his store near To-
ronto, before he hung It up and head-
ed north. That also ended 17 years of
professional raeing with the Tri-
umph motocross team, in Europe
and North America, In the years
when British bikes stiil dominated
the sport.

“A buddy of mine Is still In the
business, but he only sold about 50
bikes last year, and he used to sell
500,” he tald me as we drove through
the woods in his plekup to get the
bread, 50 miles away.

‘business people

. Raymond Gunn joined the firm of
Somanetles Corp. as vice president,
finance, cblef financial offlcer and
treasurer. Somanetics develops,
manufacturers and markets dlagnos-
1lc and monltoring equipment.

Douglas Scbultz and Las:lo Nagy
of Rochester have joined Ross Ray,
an edvertising and marketing com-
municatlon firm.

Kathryn Blondls and Kathleen
Griem have joined Ross Roy as ac-
Blondln -will

wlll work with the Chrysler Interac-
tive Videodisc account.

Film Craft Video of Farmington
Hills has appolnted Wayne Carli of
Auburn Hills; CJ. Johnston and Ml
chael Menczer of Farmington Hills
to its editorial and production staff.

Steve Potocsky was appointed res-
tdentlal sales manager for Century
21 Premiere. James Panaretos takes
the relns as manager of the Business

-..count.
work on the MCI account and Griem

[¢] Department at Centu- -

ty 21 Premiere, Bonnle David is the

datebook

@ FACILITY MANAGERS
Thursday, Aug. 15 — Internatlonal
Facllity A

and Proofreading Skills" 9 am.'to5
p.am. at 23815 Northwestern High-
N ber fee:

meets at 5:30 p.m. in Troy. Informa-
tlon: Ellzabeth Lettshek, 468-6786.

@ LOOKFORA JOB

Saturday, Aog. 17 - "Outplaced,
Displaced, Replaced, Fired, or
Burned Out — why Job scarch tech-
niques fali” 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. at
the Drury Inn, southeast corner of I+
75 and Big Beaver, Troy. Fee: $95.
Informatton: 649-4396. Sponsor: Job
Hunt USA.

® WORDPERFECT

‘Tuesday, Aug. 20 — “Advanced
WordPerfect” 9 am. to § pm. at
23815 Northwestern Highway, South-
fie)d. Non-member fee: $225. Infor-
matlon: 353-4500. Sponsor: American
Soclety of Employers.

@ PROOFREADING
Tuesday, Avg. 20 — “Grammar

way, 3
$225. Information: 353-4500, Spon-
sar: American Soclety of Employers.
® LOOK FOR A JOB

Wednesday, Aug. 21 “Out
placed, Displaced, Replaced, Fired,
or Burned Out — why Job search
technlques fall” 8:30 a.m. to 4:30
p.m. at the Drury Inn, southeast cor-
ner of I.75 and Big Beaver, Troy.
Fee: $95. Information: 649-4396.
Sponsor: Job Hunt USA.

Information for this column
should be sent to the business edi-
tor, Observer & Eccentric News-
papers, 36251 Schoolcraft, Livo-
nia 48150

Information must be reccived
by Menday to be published in the
Thursday issuc, Publication can-
not be guaranteed.

Information should contain @
daytime telephone number where
tnformation can be verified.

7 marketplace

Labor & employment law attor-
neys Donald A. Van Sullichemn and
Mateolm D. Brown formed a new
law firm, Van Sullichem & Brawn of
Bloomfleld Hills, devoted excluslve-
ly to representing employers in em-
ployment and Jabor matters. The ad-
dress is 525 N. Woodward Ave,, Suite

- 1000, Bloomfield Hills. The tele-

phone number is 642-0900,

Maternal Culld Healtheare Ser-
vices of Birmingham opened‘its off-
fce 8t 30150 Telegraph, Suite 301,
Birmingham. The phone number is
258-0719,

Howard & Howard new Bloom-:
ficld Hills office is at 1400 Norm

uite 250,
Hills 48304. The telephone number is
845-1483.

Hofer & Beatty/Salemakers of
Birmlngham has received a 1990
“Marketlng Excellence Award”
from the Ford Motar Co.

work in the past year.

W.B. Doner & Co, of Southtield has
carned 16 awards from competl-
tions, including The One Show, Na-
tional Addy, New York festivals, the
ANDY Awards, the Art Directors
Club and the CLIO Awards.

Hermanoff & Assoclates of Farm-
inglon Hills recelved a 1990 Renais-
sance Award of Excellence at the In-
ternationat Assoclatlon of Business
C annual
Awards Banquet.

American Speedy Printing Cen-
ters Inc. of Bloomfleld Hills was
named an official printer of the 1991
International Surnmer Special Olym-
pics Games. Participating American
Speedy owners included Bili and
Connic Greenman,  Livonia-North-
cast; Sherman and Helen Farr.
Brighton; Jim and Sherron McCar-
thy, Farmingion-Downtown; Sam &
Carolyn DeSanto, Livonla-West; Gor-
don_and Sharon Parker, Northville;

Century 21 Premlere newly-named
Director of Relocation Services and
Joe Medwed assumes the post of Di-
rector of Recruiting and Tralning.

Linda Fleming, a sales executive
with Jack Christenson Inc. East Oif-
ice, Troy, a Michlgan-based real es-
tate firm and creator of the JCI Real
Estale Marketing System, was
named top salesperson for 1990,

Attorney Richard Littlefield has
jolned the Southfleld law flrm of
Sommers;~-Schwartz, - Silver— &
Schwartz, P.C. An assoclate attor-
ney, Littlefleld will be working in
the area of commercial litigatlon.

Willlam Marlon and Kevio
Teevens have joined Ross Roy Ad-

vertising. Marjon will be senlor co-
pywriter and Teevens as copywriter.

Alan Gildeoberg of Southfield has
joined the firm of Rodecker & Co,,
an investment broker firm in New
York, as a reglstered representative.

James Belkoff of Rochester Hills
has joined Ross Roy Communica-
tions as junior copywriter and
Kimberly Bida of Canton was pro-
moted to technical support special-
Ist. '

Judy Bennett was promoted from
vice president 1o {irst vice president
at Michigan National Corporation.
She Is responsible for the admlnis-

. tration of 22 branches in the South-

field and Dearborn markets,

Tal Yoo, MD was appointed medl-
cal director of behavioral medicine,
Samaritan Heaith Center, Detroit.

Tracy White was premoted from
account executlve to senlor account
executlve at- Hermanoff & Associ-
ates, a full-service public relatlons
firm in Farmington Hills.

Peter Kotala jolned the Birming-
ham law firm of Colombo & Colom-
bo as an assoclate attorney. He is 2
member of the State, American and
Oakland County bar assoclatlons,

John Maclones of Blrmingham
will retire Oct. 1 as president of the
United Community Serviees of Met-
ropolltan Detroit. He joined UCS in
1974 and has been involved in many

areas of serving the communlty
since then.

Submit  black-and-white photo-
graphs, if possible, for [nclusion in
this column. While we value the re-
celpt of photographs, we are unabdle
to use every photograph submitted.

If you want your photograph re-
turned, please enclose a self-ad-
dressed, stamped envelope. Indicate
in a margln on the front of the photo-
graph that you want it ceturned. We

will do our best 1o comply with your
“request. ’

Send Information te: Business Edi-
tor, 36251 Schooleraft, Livonla
48150. Please include eity of resi-
dence and a daytime telephone num-
ber where information can be veri-
fied. -

Now you can get the

latest Open House
information right from your
touch tone phone!

Infroducing. . .

OME

The Observer & Eccentric Newspapers new Open House Phone Directory.
" If you don't see what you ore logking for in our Real Estate section call

INE

953-2020

ond listen to listings according to location.

IT'S EASY AS ONE, TWO, THREE—

HomeLine listings are available Tuesday through Sunday. These listings cre
recorded by loca! Realtors—place your call from a touch tone telephone®

1. Call $53-2020
from any touch
icne lelephone

2. To hear lislings
Qcklond County
or

PEP, Professiooal Event Plan.
sers Inc,, has established an office in
Troy. The office Is at 755 Big Bea-
:;’E‘?l! phone number is 1-800-421-

Sbhella Sloan Public Relations Inc.
received the International Associa-
tlon of Business Communlcators
1990 Renalssance Award of Merit
and an Honorable Mention for its

Harvey Jobnson and Covert Tulley,
Farmington Hills-North; Glean and
Lynn Lowery, Southfleld; and Donna
and Al Spiteri, Livonia-Central.

Lucas SE! Wiring Systems Ltd.
was nominated as development sup-
plier for electrical wiring systems
for the ncw Toyota vehicle to be
manufactured at Toyota's United
Kingdom sites in Burnaston. Derby
and Shotton, Deeside, In late 1992.

you still judge exccllence
for 1 Inted guest acc

Detroits Suictly -l;l/)/u?rn'rulm/ Satels
From our complimentary Continenlal breaklasts to our afteenoon
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THE BErksHire HOTEL

20111 Telegraph Rd . Southtield, Mt
) 35200
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To heatr listings in

Press the number for the city
you are interested in:

~

In
PRESS ¥

4280

3. Choose your price range and listen to
1he listings for the city you've chosen.

« To back up, PRESS 1

« To pause, PRESS 2

« To jump cheod, PRESS 3
« To exit o) anytime press «

& Wayne County ...PRESS 2 THE
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