Public gets chance

to talk about roads

The Board of County Road Com-
missioners holds Jts annual budget
meeting wilh Its customers — tax-
payers and local governments — at
7:30 p.m. Thursday, Aug. 22, In the
Qakland County Board of Commls-
sloners Audltorium, 1200 N. Tele-
graph, Pontlac.

“Each year we seek Input from
our customers when we build the
road commission budget, but thls
year It s even more critlca) that
taxpayers take the time to talk
with us about their rondway
needs,” sald Lawrence E. Littman,
chairman of the board of the road
commlsslon.

“This year, after months of de-
cllning revenue and an economic
the road
needs the hclp of its customers to
atd In prioritizing emmly road sys-

tem needs.

“We simply can not meet 1992's
demands wlith funding generated
by a formula that kas not changed
slnce 1984,

“Our

unlis of government — must joln
wlth us In addressing the problems
of thelr road system.

“Between more mobillty break-
downs and declintng revenues, we
can not meet all needs of all peo-
ple.

“We all are in this conversatlon
about Improving our quality of life
together. We must freely share In-
formatlon, or we will not be able to
achieve accord."

Earlier thls year, the road com-
misslon stripped $2 milllon from
Its budget in an cffort Lo keep pace
with sagging revenues.

As cmployees retired or re-
signed, their jobs were left vacant.

The road commission, in an e(-
fort to continue ta malntain winter
maintenance, bought snow removal
equipment on an extended payment
plan.

*“The time has come,” sajd John
L. Grubba, managing director of
the road commission, “for all of us
to clarify for one another what our

— the
drivers of Oakland County as well
as the representatlves of local

for the future are.
The commissioners auditorfum
is next to the county courthouse.
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New report says racial bias
helped create urban sprawl

By Tim Richard
staff writer

Locat public offlcials will get thelr
first look Friday at a regional report
blaming “urban sprawl” on racial
bias, fragmented local government,
federal policies and heavy proper!y
taxcs,

How to lead
in your office

The Oakland University Continu-
um Center Is offering & half-day
workshop of “Assertivencss In the
Office” from 9 a.m. to noon Tuesday,
Aug. 20, at Beautiful Saviour
Chureh, 5631 North Adams Road,
Bloomfleld Hills.

Particlpants will learn to commu-
nleate with distinct clarity, priori-
tize concerns and informatton, and
set limits on requests made. The

‘The Southeast Michigan Council of
G

ris, supervisor of Plluﬂeld ‘Town-
ship in and Ed

will see the result of a year-long
study when It meets at 2 pm. In the
historic Botsford Inn in Farmington
Hills.

The staff-written report stops
short of making any recommenda-
tions — such as reglonal govern-
ment. But growing numbers of peli-
ticos now view reglonalism favor-
ably as a result of a hall-dozen
meetings over the last year.

THE CULPRIT is “urban sprawl”
— the eating up 40 percent more
land, Including farms and woods, ta
serve a 6 percent population growth
aver the next 20 years.

The fllp slde of that coin is aban-
donment of older cities, with their
underused streels and utilities, and
Isolation of poorer populations.

The SEMCOG siudy will be out-
lined by Marllynn Gosling, an Oak-
land Counly commissioner from
Bloomfield Hills; E.A. Jackson Mor-

Husu:ll:. planning chlc( ol the sev-
en-county agency.

The study says wasteful land use
will continue the next 20 years —
and everyone’s quality of life will de-
teriorate — unless current policies
are changed.

CAUSES OF urban sprawl, the
SEMCOG report concludes, are

® Racial bias — worst of any re-
gion In the U.S, It will block the assi-
milation of an increasingly diverse
population.

@ Overbullt water and sewer
lines. They ercated a need for more
dcvnlopmunl to pay off bond lasues.

® The perceptlon of environmen-
tal degradatlon in older areas.

® Low-denslly houslng. “The
large lot/large house comblnation
yields higher property laxes” but
eats up land faster than the popula-
tion grows.

® Growth of service and research
industrles. They prefer “green fleld
sltes on the fringe” of the region.

@ Public subsidles In suburbia of
mortgages, water and sewer lines,
and roads, aggravated by tax abate-
ments.

® “Fiscalized” land use decislons.
“Land is zoned only for ts fiscal po-
tential (profits and pmperiy taxes)
rather than for Its best use.

® Over-rellance on prnpeny tax-
es by local goveroment. Local units
make zoning declsions primarily to
Rgenerate property tax revenue.

® Fragmenied local government.
More than 200 units make home rule
decisions "that are individually in
the best Interests of local communl-
ties even while they often constitute,
In the aggregate, a
pattern of disjointed development.”

® Regional problems. The last 40
years have scen “a steady growth of
problems that have ignored political
boundary lines."

focus will be on ping reason-
able lines of openness between
bosses and subordinates.

The fee (s $49; MasterCard/Visa
accepted. Registrations will be tak-
on through Aug. 19. Call 370-3033.

Well turn this into the
best seat in the house.

$59 cleans any standard sofa up to 7 ft.

plus matching cushions, reg. $90.

Hudson's custom cloaning service romovos solis and spots from ail
kinds of upholstery and carpot. Our protessional techaicians
dotarmino tho bost methods and cleaning nolutions for your particular
noeds. Thoy can even apply 3M Scotehgard® and Dupont Toflon to
make your Upholstery and carpet soil and stan resistant so it stays
clean long after wa leave. So «f you want the ¢learest view of your

homae, call Hudson's and you'li really see a diferonce.

Also find simitar savings on any additional work you have done
whilo we'ra there, including the hnest in professional carpet cleaning.

Call 948-0001, Monday through Friday 8 n.m. to 8 p.m, and
Saturday from B o.m. to 3 p.m. for an appolntmont.

Offer ends August 3t.
Wo'll carofully mave and roplace Most furnilure and work Saturditys or your

convernignce. Thore I oN OGLONAT CRArGE for SHELONNE ANG MO

turniture and ceran typas of fabrics. Rooms over 250 wa N and comuired
(vinQIdiNing roOMS COUNt NS two Of Mori (oM
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Prices begin-at $1,200.

CREATORS OF FINE JEWELRY

1 Blocks Narth o Maple

THE TIME HONORED CLASSICS.

See our exceptional display of Rolex watches,

GREENSTONES

A2 2050

2600 N. WOODWARD
JUST SOUTH OF SQUANE LAKE RO.
FINE FURNITURE SINCE 1937
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Bak ewine”
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Woodmark...The Most Comfortable Chairs
InThe House. Now Your Choice.

We've chosen our 7 most popular
Woodmark chalirs (including 2 other
styles not pictured) and covered
them in a beautifut array of (abrics
and priced them well below normal
prices, [t's your chance to save on
your favorites and add that special

$39%9

touch to a particular room. Over 100
fabrics to choose from including
florals, prints, damasks, jacquards in
the latest fashion designs and colors.
All at just $399 each, But hurry, sale
prices end August 31,

Ot Bloomfield Hills
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