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GOP narrows road comnplssmn candidates to 4

By Pat Murphy

GOP caucus on the Oakland Cuunly
. Blalt writer .

Board of Commissioners, announced
the new requirement Tuesday, the
day after he and his Republican col-
leagues narrowed the number of
candidates to be considered for the
commlssion from 16 to four.

Those four — two former counly
commissioners, a Reallor and
publican fund-ralser and a Bloom-
fleld Hllls attorney who spent nearly
12 years on Lhe Michigan Transpor-
tatlon Commission — will be inter-
viewed at an open meeting of the
GOP caucus Monday.

The successful candidate is ex-
pected to be recommended to the

Those remaining on the Republi-
“‘ean list of candidates to replace
"James E. Laanl on the Road Com-
mission for Oakland County will be
requlred to submilt a list of property
holdin,
Hequlrlng the list {2 believed to be
a new wrinkle in the process of se-
. lecting a road commissloner, ecx-
" plained commissioner Joho G. Pap-
pageorge, R-Troy, “And it's designed
. to avold any possible conflict of in-
. terest.”
Pappageorge, chairman of the

county board and probably appoint-
ed to Lhe road co on next
Thumday at its next regular meet-
ing.

REP UBLICANS SAY the nelccl.lon
system they bave

same system that gave us John
$3u.

after pleading no contest In Qakland
Circuit rt to twice raping a 15-

The road is
a ponpartisan appointment filled by
a vole of the entire county board.

and objectlve, and designed to sclecl
the most qualified person.

Democrals, however, Insist the
GOP system s “more of the good old
boys network.” They intend to inter-
view thelr own candldates at a pub-
lic hearing beginning Tuesday.

“The system set up by Republl-
cans Is the same one that gave us
Jim Lannl,” sald commissioner Law-
rence R. Pernlck, D-Southlield. “It's

P becomes partisan,
hwnvcr. when members of the ma-
Jarity pnrly vole along party lines.
With the GOP controlling the
county board since 1989, (lve of the
kst road commissloners over the
last decade have been Republicans,
* Two of the five — Lannl and Gnau
— both faced prison terms after
eing charged with felonies.
Lanni, of Royai Oak, resigned
from the road commission on Ju]y 25

. Dems, too, will plck nominee

By Pat Murphy

passed over by the GOP to reapply
statf writor

with them.

“We're inviting all those candi-
dates who were over Monday
to Interview with us,” said commls-
sloner Lawrence R. Pernick, D-
Southfield. “They were probably so
interested in getting a good Republi-
can that they overlooked some high.
1y qualifled people.

They hope to interview the follow-

Democrats are convinced thelr
counterparts on the Oakland County
Board of Commlasioncrs overlooked
some good prospects when they cut
the llst of road commission candl-
dates from 16 (o four,

So Democrats are invitlng road
commlsslon candidates whe were
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ing people whose applicatlons were
considered by Republicans: Kenneth
E. Culling, Royal Oak; John Di-
Giovannl, ![ucl Park; Martin W.

DEMOCRATS MHAVE SCHED-
ULED a public hearing beginning at
6 p.m. Tuesday to interview candi-
dates and select a nomince for ap-

year-old He will be sen-
tenced Sept. 24, and will likely get
some time in prlwn nx part of the
sentence.

JOHN GNAU JR, was a successful
Bloomtield Township publle rela-
tlons man and active GOP fund-ra-
iser In October, 1986, when he re-
signed from the road commission af-
ter pleading guilly ln federal court
to influence peddling. He wag sen-
tenced to three years in prison.

Republicans are obviously embar-
rassed by those developments. But
they insist the appolntments of Lan-
ni and Gnau were abomlnations.
© “We used a good selection process
when we plcked them,” said com-
missloner John E. Olsen, R-Hunting-
1on Woods. “There was no way of
knowing cither would go to prison.”

Thus any eriticism of the selectlon
process Is merely “'second-guessing
and hindsight,” sald Olsen.

Evenso, this time say

Town-
ship; Ben Marlu Farmington Hills;
Dennis Oaks, Southfleld; Samuel N.
Oaks, Sollthlleld George Schutte,
Rochester Hills; Jay Shah, Pontiac;
Denald E. Waldron, Clawson; Leslie
Wriahl Ortonville; and William
Hassberger, Beverly Hills,

“We're also inviting anybody else
Interested in belng the next road
commlssloner (o interview with us,”
sald Pernlck, chalrman of the Demo-
cratic caucus on the county board.

He sald anyone interested in belng
Interviewed for possible appoint-
ment to the road commlssion may
contact the Democratic headquar-
ters at 435-4044.

to the Road C

for Oakland County.
Their nominee — along wlm a
selected by

— will be submitted 10 the full Oak-
land County Board of Commission-
ers next Thursday, when the board is
expected (o replace James E. Lanni
of Royal Oak. :

Because of (he partisan nature of
selecting a road commissioner, how-
ever, Democratic efforts to pick the
next road commissioner may seem
polntless,

‘The road commission post is a
non-partisan appointment made by
the full county board.
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they are more Interested in qualifi-
cations rather than partisan creden-
tials.

Commissioner David L. Moffitt,
R-Farmington Hills, for example,
sald he's looking for someone who
knows about roads — but also under-
stands the importance of Lansing
and Washington, D.C.,, as revenue
sources.

Commissioner Thomas A, Law, R-
West Bloomfield, said that in nddl-
tlon to dl

doesn't have integrity, it doesn't
matter.”

PAPPAGEORGE SAID the re-
maining four candidates have been
notified of thelr upcoming lnter-
views and asked (o submit a list of
property holdings.

“We don't peed to know the valve
of the property,” sald Pappageorge.
“'We fust want to know what proper-
ty they awn or, if they are in a part-
nership, what property that partner-
ship owns."”

The candldates 1o be interviewed
by Republican commissioners begin-
ning at 6 p.m. Monday are:

® Mark Chester, of Troy, a sea-

ior purchasing expediter for Lhe
General Motors Corp. Chester Is a
former county commissioner who
was defeated last November by
Democrat Teresa Krause, also of
Troy.
e Rudy Lozano, a Realtor from
Clarkston and an accomplished GOP
fund-raiser, He has the backing of
former Qakland County prosecutor
L. Brooks Patterson, one of the most
influentla) names in Republican cir-
cles.
® Michael McCulloch, a tawyer
In the Joseph & McCulloch law firm,
Royat Oak. McCulloch was a county
commlssloner until last fall, when he
ran unsuccessfully for district judge
rather than secking re-election to the
county board.

e Rodger D. Young. a Bloom-
field Hills lawyer with Stone, Biber,
Young & O'Toole In Troy. Young was
on the Michij State Transporta-

the
he will support must have “objectlvi-
ty and integrity.”
“We can be very careful in-our
evaluation.” said Law, a lawyer.
“But il the candldate we select

tion Commission from April, 1979,
until last Jan. 15.

* Young submitted a listing of his
property holdings before being asked
0, according to Pappageorge.
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