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Building
on past
SUCCESS

By Larfy O'Connor
staff writer

The Difference should not be
releasing "Groundswell” with Its
$30,000-plus price tag. At least not
with their own money.

Past accolades would have peo-
ple predicting a better fate for the
flve-man band of funkmelsteri, Af-
ter all, wasn't this the band that
MTV called “Best College Band in
the Nation™ in 1988 and that Musl-
clan magazine picked as one of top
15 best unsigned bands in the coun-
try the same year?

Drummer Tom Campbelt weari-
1y nods his bead yes.

“"We sort of sat back and thought
record companles would approach

room of his Whitmore Lake home.
“They didn’t.

“We were a little najve about It.
What we should have done was
walk into thelr offices and
crammed §t down their throat.”

Major labels better Invest in
some throat lozenges, as "Grounds-
well” is headed for the Industry’s
collective tonsiis,

The selfl-produced compact dise
was 2% ycars in the making,
recorded and mixed at threce differ-
ent studios, such as Producer’s Col-
or In Southfield and the School-
house and Solid Sound in Ann Ar-
bor. The band, Instead of a record
label, is paying the bill for its re-
lease,

YES, THIS is crunch ilme. Yes,
(his Is the release to cither put the
band over the top or leave them
japguishing as one of those wha
could've, should've but never did.

Any repeat of past history is un-

likely, especially judging by the in-
{ectious energy cmanating
‘throughout “Groundswell.”
- The Difference has always been
-able to tap the source in live shows,
-which have always been sultry
‘groove-Infested affairs burning the
‘wax off of dance floors. Bassist
Randy Martln double-jointed gyra-
tlons alone are a sight 10 behold.

But try getting that on record or
as Campbell put it, “"Energy is
tough to capture in binary code.”

The Difference’s previous iwo
projects have been wayward at
best, lncluding a five-sonp EP
“Culture Shock™ that was recurded
In New York with studio time won
tn the MTV contest. The project
was never released.

"Qur first couple of projects we
didn't feel represented our music
the way we llked,” Campbell said.
“People also commented that they
thought the live show was better.”

"Groundswell" reveals a group
as something more than a funk-in-
splred acrobics session. Stirring
rhythm blues, mystical Celtic soul
and flat-out rock'n'roll are detect-
ed on the 13-song elffort on the
band's own labe), Bad Dog.

VOCALIST/GUITARIST Ram-
sey Gouda has been in New York

tis,” "3ald” Campbell “in"the  living—

Ditterence has spent 2% years and more thon
$30,000 1o produce “Ground Swell,” meant for

shopping the compact disc, Already
the CD) 1s getting alr play on col-
lege radio .

1f anything, "Groundswell" is an
injection of morale for a band
whose members were glum. The
studio offcred rejuvenation.

“This timwe it was a lot more cre-
alive,” Gouda said. “We had a bet-
ter engincer (Geolf Michael} lie
was working real hard te get our
idvas across.”

"It was nerve-wracking,” Camp-
bell added. “Being in the studio

the group.

was a joy. We opened our minds
this time. We let everybody do
what they wanted. We had fun.
“The nerve-wracking part was
the dilferences in opinion over the
remixing . . . It's like writing a
book but writing it with four other
authars. All of you have to agree.”
Through the bleak times, live
shows helped sustain the Dilfer-
ence. The group continued to forge
ahead, performing up to 10 shows a
month across the Midwest and the
East Coast.
“There are

some  hard times

record companies to sit up and take notice of

when you start wondering what's
wrong with the music [ndustry or
what's with your music,” Gouda
said. “If you're slncere about your
music and it's a part of you, It
won't burn out.”

With the CD, the band wants to
make up the difference between
live shows and a recorded product.

1 think It's a contrast; we've at-
tempted to merge them instead of
separate them,” Campbeli said. *I
think we go with what we go with
on stage. That's onc of the ways
we've grown up”
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Doubts aside, stick
to your convictions

Dear Barbara,

1 recently broke up with the man I
dated for the last year, Now I am
baving second thoughts and feel
confased as to whether I did the
right thing. This ls the story:

1 am 30 and my ex-boyfriend s 33.
Nelther of ox kas ever been married.
We both bave our own apartments
and about two weeks ago — this is
the occasion of our bresk-up — he
asked me to move in with him. I
don’t want to move lo with him. {
don’t want to llve with anyone cnless
I am married to bim and I told my
boyfriend so.

1 also told him that I was ready to
get married. He asked bow Jong be
had to think sbout whether he was
ready o get married. I told him two
weeks, and be replied that (hat
‘wasn't long cuough; be needed longer
to think about such an important to-

— plc. That's when I broke up with hlm.—so dlsturbed by-this occurence that 1-

My reasoning is that we are both
adults, we shoold know what we
want after n year. | do. Why doesn't
be? I bave speat a lat of energy and
time thinking about whetber thls gay
13 right for me. Why basn’t he been
dolng the same?

I kmow I sound sure of myself, but
then there s also a little volce deep
down Inside that {eels ansare. There
were a lot of great things about this
guy and I will miss bim.

Do you think I was wroog 1o break
up with bim? Many of my (riends

* say 1 was crary to give him such a

strict oltimitem.
Buznny

Dear Bunny,

You are lucky to be the kind of
person who has convictions and will
act on them. Congratulations. Why
would you want to marry a man you
do not respect?

Thank you for writing this and giv-
Ing other women an example of high
self-estoem that they can look up to
and emulate.

Next time you write me, take the
next step. Be confident that you
know what (s right for you and use
me only as a sounding board for your
excellent Judgment.

Barbara

Dear Barbara,

T was engaged to & man. One day I
went to bis apartment upexpectedly
and found him masturbating whlile,
watchicg a pornographic (llm. T was

Barbare Schitf

broke the engagement. .
Maaoy of my friends bave tald m

nography was wrong and I belleve It. ;
I am sickeoed and disgusted by what !
e !5 dobng. 1 have a gut feeling I*
cagnot get rid of,

You bave written a lot receatly
aboul different things belng aormal
that I would bave thought were pot, «
Possibly 1 am wrong abouf my |
fiance, 100, I fee) confused about this

issue. : BﬂlksnAUn i

Dear Broken-Up, .
On a recent TV program about .
couples and marriage, the emphasls :
was made that it is compatibllity.in *
a marriage that makes it.work -1 a +
busband and wife have similac-ali: &
tudes and leellnyén camm:;, then
they can be happily roarried &%n
though other peop]eywnuld" ﬂmeﬁn
deficiencies in their marrlage.

Yours is a different picture. Xou
bave a strong feeling against pornog-
raphy. Respect yourself. 1 dom't
know if your boyfriend s right’or
wrong, but in order to love a man, a
woman has 1o respect him. Without
respect as a foundation, the love
tends to fly away. Stick to your guns.

Barbara

If you hare a question or com-
ment for Barbara Schiffi’ a
trained therapist ond experi-
enced counselor, send it to Strect
Sense at 36251 Schoolcraft, Livo-
nia 48150,
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® 80UTHOOING ZAK

Mooday, Aug. 19 — Southgoing Zak
will perform at Rick's Cale, 611 Chureh.
;\;:‘n, Arbor. For-information. call 996-

® PARADISE VALLEY JAZZ JAM
Mooday, Aug. 19 — Paradise Valiey

Jaz Jam will perform at Alvin's, 5756

s‘lﬂ. Detrod. For Information, call 82
53.

& HELMEY

Toesday, Acg. 20 — lelmet and
Jiwbox wlll perform at St. Andrew’s
Hall, 431 E Congress, Delroil. Tickets
are $530. For Information, call 961-
MELT.

@ WIBHING FIELD

Tvesday, Avg. 20 — Wishing Field will
pécform at Rick's Cafe, 811 Church, Ana
Atbor. For information, call §96-2747

® CHISEL BROTHERS

N y, Aeg. 20 - Chisel Drothers
will perform at Alvin's, 5736 Cass, De-
tevit. For information, call 832.238%
& XYMOX

“Twesday, Ang. 20 — XYMOX will per-
form with Charm Farm at Industry, 15 S
Saginaw, Pontlac. For information, call
3341999,

‘® YELLOWMAN & THE SATITTARUTS
BAND . .

Wedoesday, Aug. 21 — Yellowman &
the Sagitarius Band will perform af the
Rlind g, 208 S Fint, Ann Arbor. For
\nformation, call 996-8535.

@ WATER FOR THE POOL

Vedoesdsy, Ang. 21 — Water for the
Pool at Rick’s Cate, 611 Church, Ann Ar-
bor For information, €all 998:2747

@ CATFISH HODGE :

Tharsday, Aug. 22 — Cafush Tlodge
will pertorm at Sully's. 4758 Greenficld,
nntth of Michigan Avenue, Dearborn. For
\nformation, €01 846-1920

® STEVE WOOD QUARTET

Taurdsy, Aug, 22 — Steve Wood Quar-
tet will perform with guest Edren Orr at
Alvin's, 5756 Cass, Detrot. For informa-
tion, call 832-2335

® ALGREER

Thanday, Aug. 22 — Al Green wilt
perform wilh guesis. Mighty Clouds of
Joy. 3l Pine Knab Muslc Theatee, Sasha.
baw Hoad and 1-75, Clarkston. Tickets
are $17 for pavilion and 312 far 1awn

& FUNHOUSE
Tharsday, Aug. 22 — Funhouse will
perform with guests, Jimmy Bones. at 3

Sttt N AnaAzbor-Faria:
formation. cali 139-334% .
® THE DEAD BAND

Thuesdsy. Aug. 22 — The Bead Band
wll perform at Juck's Cafe, 611 Church.
Ann Arbor. For i{nformatiea, call §96-
T

@ INCURABLES

Friday, Aug. 23 — Incurables will per-
fortm at the Hamtramek Pub, 2043 Can-
itf, off 175, Hamtramek For informa-
Liva, call 363-3829

® HOPE ORCHESTRA

Friday, Aog. 23 — Hope Orchestra will
perfarm atong wilh Strange Boglellows
and the Chapler at Grosse Tle Hacquet
Club, Grob and Meridian. For (aforma-
tion, call 6756272

® ORIENTAL SPAS

Friday throngh Sunday, Ang. 2328 —
Oriental Spas will perform at The Studio
Launge, Wayne Road. south of Warren
ftoad, Westiand For information, call
7292540

@ RON BROOXS TRIO

Friday and Satorday, Auvg. 22:23 —
Ron Brooks Trio wil) pertorm at Tird of
Paradise, 207 S Ashley. Ann Arbor, For
information, call 662-8310

Friday, Aug. 23 — Red C will perform
wilh guests, Spiral Dance, at Alvin’s,
$756 Cass, Detroit. For Information, cafl
832:2355.
® ANNEBEDAVIS

Friday, Aug. 23 — Anne Be Davis will
perform with guests, Wealher, Vanes, at
Club Heidelberg, 215 N. Main, Ann Arbor.
For Information, call §94-3562.

@ BEFOAE OR AFTER

Friday, Aug. 23 -« Defore or After will
perform at Paycheck’s, 2832 Canlit, at
Jos Campau, Hamtramck, For informa.
uon, call 872-8934.

@ MARC FALCONBERRY

Fridsy, Aug. 23 = Marc Falconberry
will petform at the Station Lounge, 32413
Michigan, west of Merriman Road,
Wayne. For Intormation, call 721-3860.

@ JEANIE AND THE OREAMS

Friduy, Aog. 23 — Jeanle and the
Dreams will petform on the Boblo Mooa-
light Cruise. The boat departa 11 pm. and
teturns 1 am. For (nformatlon, call
0700 or 843-8800.

@ GEORGE BEDARD .

Friday, Asg. 23 — George Bledard will
perform at Sully's, 4758 Greenlield, north
of Michigan Avenue, Dearborn, For Intor-
mation, call 448-1920.

3. Kenny G.

7. David Sanborn

6. Anita Baker

5. Michael Franks
4. David Benoitw=

2. Spyro Gyra
1. The Newest Music .
without the Hype or Talk!

|—_Join the WXCD Frequent Listener Club & be ehgible-n
| to win prizes & discounts everyday.

| NAME AGE'
ADDRESS cITyY ze |

| Mail to: WXCD, 850 Stevenson Hwy. il

L Suite 405, Troy, M! 48083 ,L_ﬂ




